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CROP PROGRESS AND CONDITION
WEEK ENDING SEPTEMBER 13, 2015

AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY: Montana was warm and dry this week with minimal precipitation and high temperatures ranging
from the lower 80s to mid 90s and lows ranging from the lower 20s to lower 40s. Producers able to get second cuttings of hay this year
are wrapping up with 95 percent of alfalfa and 74 percent of the other hay harvested. Sugarbeet harvest has begun ahead of the 5-year
year average with 2 percent harvested. Potato producers have also begun to harvest this fall’s crop with 2 percent harvested, which is at
the same rate as last year but behind the 5-year average of 8 percent harvested. Harvest of small grains is nearing completion with
94 percent of durum wheat, 87 percent of oats, and 95 percent of spring wheat harvested this week. Winter wheat seedings have begun
slightly behind last year but ahead of the 5-year average with 18 percent seeded so far. Pasture and range conditions declined slightly
from the previous week due to hot temperatures and a lack of precipitation with 20 percent rated good to excellent which remains behind
last year’s 52 percent and the 5-year average of 42 percent. Producers continue to move livestock off summer ranges ahead of normal
with 27 percent of cattle and 36 percent of sheep moved compared with a 5-year average of 20 percent and 25 percent respectively.

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

Alfalfa hay

SecoNd CULtING ...vvevvieiiieeesec e 95 88 90 90
Camelina

Harvested.........ccovvveercieeesec e 95 81 59 83
Canola

HArvested........ocoovvveiniiceee e 94 88 70 78
Corn

Harvested for silage..........ccoovvvvenineincenne, 22 14 26 24
Dry beans

HarVeSted......cc.vveeeeciee e 90 88 44 50
Durum wheat

Harvested........oovveiviiiee e 94 87 37 57
Flaxseed

HArvested........oooovvveenieceeee e 95 94 15 69
Mustard seed

Harvested.........oovevveviiie e 84 82 42 74
Oats

Harvested........oovveiviiiee e 87 86 88 87
Other hay

Second CULEING ....ooveveeririercrieee e 74 71 74 82
Potatoes

HArvested........cooovveiniicceee e 2 -- 2 8
Safflower

TUINING e 96 81 94 98

HArvested........cooovveiniiscceee e 5 -- 1 23
Spring wheat

HarVeSted.......c.ooveiesiee e 95 92 72 75
Sugarbeets

Harvested.........ooveviiiee e 2 -- 2 1
Winter wheat

Planted........ccoovieiniiiicce e 18 -- 20 13
Cattle and calves

Moved from summer range ........cccoeevveveerneee 27 21 15 20

Receiving supplemental feed............ccccccevenenne 16 9 NA NA
Sheep and lambs

Moved from summer range ........cccccceeeeereruennes 36 27 21 25

Receiving supplemental feed..............c..ccoc...... 18 11 NA NA
NA — not available
(--) — zero

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community." USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



DAYS SUITABLE FOR FIELDWORK AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
Days suitable for fieldwork...........ccccoeevverieininnn, 6.6 5.7 4.0 5.3
Topsoil moisture (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
VEry ShOrt ... 19 16 2 19
Short 36 39 11 27
ADBQUALE ...t 38 38 72 46
SUIPIUS ..ot 7 7 15 8
Subsoil moisture
VEry ShOrt ..o 15 14 3 17
SO o 37 38 12 28
Adequate 40 40 73 50
SUIPIUS ..o 8 8 12 5
NA — not available
(--) — zero
CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION
Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Corn
Very poor 3 3 -- 1
Poor ............ 7 7 3 5
Fair ............. 32 32 30 30
LC 0o o SRR 44 44 51 48
EXCEllENt.....cocveeieeceee e 14 14 16 16
Potatoes
VEIY POON....eiiiiiiiiiieiieee it -- -- -- NA
POOK . -- -- -- NA
i 18 18 5 NA
55 55 73 NA
27 27 22 NA
Pasture and Range
Very poor 11 11 3 11
Poor............ 24 24 13 16
Fair ............. 45 44 32 31
Good........... 19 20 38 33
EXCEllENt......cocoveeieiceee e 1 1 14 9
Sugarbeets
VEIY POON ..ottt -- -- 1 1
POOK .. 8 8 1 6
29 29 15 27
47 49 43 47
16 14 40 19

NA — not available
(--) — zero

Montana’s weather data can be accessed at the following:

http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by State/Montana/Publications/Crop Progress_& Condition/2015/MT_Weather 09132015.pdf



http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Montana/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2015/MT_Weather_09132015.pdf

