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CROP PRODUCTION - SEPTEMBER 2019

MONTANA HIGHLIGHTS

Based on September 1 conditions, sugarbeet production in Montana is forecast at 1.31 million tons, according to the September 1
Agricultural Yield Survey conducted by the Mountain Regional Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA. This
forecast is down 1 percent from the 1.32 million tons produced in 2018. Growers expect to harvest 41,500 acres this year compared with
42,400 acres a year ago. Yields are expected to average 31.5 tons per acre, down 2.0 tons per acre from the August 1 forecast but up
from last year’s yield of 31.1 tons per acre. As of September 1, Montana’s sugarbeet crop condition was rated 9 percent very poor, 11
percent poor, 15 percent fair, 51 percent good, and 14 percent excellent.

Chickpea production for 2019 is forecast at 3.29 million hundredweight, down 36 percent from the 5.14 million hundredweight
produced a year earlier. Yields are expected to average 1,720 pounds per acre, up 370 pounds per acre from last year. Growers expect
to harvest 191,000 acres from 196,000 acres planted this year, compared with 382,000 acres harvested from 390,000 acres planted last
year. As of September 1, Montana’s dry bean harvest (including Chickpeas) was 30 percent complete, compared with 47 percent last
year and the five-year average of 68 percent.

Lentil production for 2019 is estimated to be 4.02 million hundredweight, down 17 percent from last year. Area harvested is forecast at
275,000 acres, down from 450,000 acres harvested in 2018. Yield is estimated to be 1,460 pounds per acre, up 380 pounds per acre from
last year. As of September 1, 74 percent of lentils had been harvested, compared with 85 percent last year.

Montana dry edible pea production, forecast at 8.75 million hundredweight, is up 74 percent from last year. Acres harvested are
estimated at 500,000, up 61 percent from 2018. Yield is expected to be 1,750 pounds per acre, up 130 pounds per acre from last year.
As of September 1, 83 percent of dry edible peas had been harvested, compared with 91 percent last year and the five-year average of
93 percent.

UNITED STATES HIGHLIGHTS

Production of sugarbeets for the 2019 crop year is forecast at 33.5 million tons, down 3 percent from last month but up 1 percent from
last year. Producers expect to harvest 1.12 million acres, up 2 percent from last year. Yield is forecast at 30.0 tons per acre, a decrease
of 1.1 tons from the previous forecast and 0.3 ton from last year.

Production of all chickpeas is forecast at 7.17 million cwt, down 44 percent from 2018. Area planted for all chickpeas for the 2019 crop
year is estimated at 445,200 acres, down 48 percent from the previous year. Area harvested is forecast at 437,000 acres, 48 percent
below 2018. Small chickpea area planted is estimated at 106,000 acres, down 52 percent from 2018. Area harvested for small chickpeas
is forecast at 103,300 acres, a 53 percent decline from 2018. Area planted for large chickpeas in 2019 is estimated at 339,200 acres, a
47 percent decline from the previous year. Large chickpea area harvested is forecast at 333,700 acres, a 46 percent decline from 2018.

Production of lentils is forecast at 6.55 million cwt, down 22 percent from a year ago. Planted area, at 481,000 acres, is down 38 percent
from last year, while harvested acreage, at 459,000 acres, is down 36 percent from 2018. The average yield is expected to be 1,428
pounds per acre, up 257 pounds from last year.

Production of dry edible peas is forecast at 22.3 million cwt, up 40 percent from last year. Planted area, at 1.10 million acres, and
harvested area, at 1.05 million acres, increased by 28 percent and 29 percent, respectively. The average United States yield is expected
to be 2,131 pounds per acre, up 159 pounds from 2018. If realized, this will be the highest yield since 2004.

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community."

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington,
D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



For a full copy of the Crop Production report please visit www.nass.usda.gov.
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