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MONTANA BARLEY VARIETIES - 1970

FEED GRAIN BARLEY VARIETIES: Hypana, the number one feed grain variety last year,
continues to be number one this year with 330,000 acres

or 17.5 percent of total acres seeded compared with 692,000 or 41.2 percent last year.
The 1969 Hypana crop proved to be quite susceptible to ergot, a blight common to the
Northern Plains. The ergot-infested grain is lower in feed value and can cause acute

injury to livestock. Otherwise Hypana is a good yielding two-row variety.

Compana, the second most important feed variety, has a high yield capacity on

dryland farms. The 1970 planted acres at 290,000 is up from the 193,000 acres last
year but still well below its peak preference in the early 1960s. Percentage-wise,
Compana was 15.4 percent of the total compared with 11.5 percent in 1969.

7 Unitan, an early maturing six-row barley is ranked third most popular of the feed
varieties. The 223,000 acres seeded this year compares with 169,000 acres last year.
The percent of total seeded at 11.9 percent is up from last year's 10.0 percent.

Other feed barley varieties with significant acreages were Dekap, Palliser and
Ingrid. Dekap was planted on 94,100 acres in 1970, an increase of 29,900 acres from
last year. Palliser at 69,600 acres this year compares with 61,600 last year. Ingrid
was planted on 32,300 acres this year, up 2,300 from last year.

MALTING BARLEY VARIETIES IN MONTANA: Piroline, the second~ranked malting variety last

_year became very popular this spring ranking first
in all seeded acreage, as well as first among the malting varieties. The 1970 seeded
acres at 365,000 or 19.4 percent of the total seeded is considerably above the 72,800
acres or 4.3 percent last year. The first significant acreage in the State appeared in
1968 with 0.2 percent of total seeded and has increased to 19.4 in 1970, the highest of
any variety. Piroline is a two-row barley that yields well. The northcentral section
of the State accounts for 312,000 of 365,000 acres seeded.

Betzes, the second-rated malting barley is a two-row barley that has been the most
popular malting variety the past 2 years. This year's seeded acreage at 303,000 or 16.1
percent of the total changed only slightly from last year's 274,000 acres or 16.3 percent.
Betzes is a medium-early variety and performs best under irrigation. It usually has a

high testweight.

Other important malting varieties in the State were Larker, with 51,400 acres and
Dickson with 16,800 acres. These varieties are up 11,700 and 6,800 acres respectively
from last year.

Barley varieties that are suitable for malting account for an estimated 736,000
acres or 39 percent of the barley seeded this spring. Last year an estimated 399,000
acres or 24 percent of the total seeded was malting varieties. The increase comes from
the increased plantings of Piroline.

The information for this report is based on results of an annual Statewide survey
of Montana growers who report acreages of barley varieties seeded on their farms and
ranches.
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