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Hector remained the number one choice of barley varieties seeded in Montana

in 1983, according to a June survey of growers by the Montana Crop and Livestock Report-
ing Service. Hector, a feed barley, was planted on 35 percent of the barley acreage.

Piroline, a malting variety, occupied the second spot, followed by Klages,
another malting type.

MALTING TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Montana growers seeded 41 percent of their barley
acres with malting type varieties. Six varieties

approved for malting occupy 798,000 acres in 1983.

Piroline is the leading malt type variety with 499,000 acres. This is up
22 percent from last year's 410,000. Piroline is a two-row variety, relatively strong
Strawed with medium yield ability and good test weight.

Klages is in second place among malting varieties with 206,000 acres, slightly
less than last year. Klages is a two-row type with medium size kernals. It is a mid-

tall, stiff strawed variety.

Morex, the third most popular malting variety was seeded in 56,000 acres com-

pared with 141,000 last year. Morex is a six-row variety developed in Minnesota and
released in 1978. It is resistant to stem rust and loose smut. It has moderate resis-

tance to spot blotch.
7.

FEED TYPE BARLEY VARITIES: Hector continued to increase it's share of total

barley acres with 684,000 acres seeded in 1983. This

is 35 percent of barley seedings, and a 52 percent increase over the 1982 acres seeded

to Hector. This variety is a two-row type with high yield ability and test weight.
Kernal size is medium to small. It is medium in maturity with good lodging resistance.

Clark, a variety released in 1981 by the Montana Agricultural Experiment
Station movedinto second position with 144,000 acres. Clark is a two-rowed type with

plump kernals and has malting potential.

Unitan remained in third place with 49,000 acres. Unitan is a six-rowed

variety.

Sumpit was close behind Unitan but at 41,000 acres is less than half last

year's acreage. This variety is susceptible to loose smut and scald, and moderately
susceptible to leaf rust. It is resistant to mildew and has moderate tolerance to spot
and net blotches.

This Barley Variety Survey was funded by the National |
Malting Barley Improvement Association. Statements

concerning variety characteristics are primarily ‘de-
rived from information published by Montana State

University.

Lyle H. Pratt, Sidney W. Lebahn,
State Statistician Agr. Statistician

Tricia Jones,
Student Assistant
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