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Montana farmers planted 1,220,000 acres of barley in 1976. The following
is a breakdown of the major varieties seeded on these acres according to the Montana
Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. :

FEED TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Hector, a relatively new variety, became the leading

feed-type barley grown in Montana in 1976. About 11
percent of the total acreage is seeded to this variety, which is a two-row type devel -
oped in Lethbridge, Alberta. Kernel size is medium to small. It is moderately early
in maturity and is grown on both irrigated and dry land.

Unitan continued to occupy less total acres after reaching its peak in 1973 but
became the second most important feed variety grown in the State this year, with about
9 percent of the total. Unitan is a six-row, low-protein barley, which produces high
yields on both irrigated and non-irrigated land.

Steptoe declined in acreage this year and is now in third place, with less than
9 percent of the total. It is a six-row barley developed by Washington State Univer-
sity. The straw is stiffer than Unitan, with good resistance to lodging.

Compana now in fourth place, was in second place last year. However, the variety
had been declining in importance for several years except for a comeback last year.
Campana is a two-row variety released in 1941. It has moderately weak, medium-short
straw, with mid-season maturity.

MALTING-TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Piroline continues to be the leading malting variety

and at 25 percent of the total, occupies more acreage
than any other variety. Piroline was developed in Germany and is a two-Trow variety,
with fairly strong straw. Piroline yields well, especially on heavy soils and 1is
fairly resistant to lodging.

Shabet continued its second place among malting barley varieties, but also attained
second place in total acres this year.

Betzes in the number 3 position, was introduced from Poland by the USDA and
released by the Montana Experiment Station in 1957. It is a mid-short, medium strength
straw, mid-season variety. It is susceptible to loose and covered smut, rust and scald.

Klages, the fourth most important malt variety, was developed by the University
of Idaho from composite crosses of Betzes aud Domen. It is a two-row, mid-tall stiff
strawed variety.

Information in this report is the result of an annual
Statewide survey of Montana barley growers who report acreages
of various barley varieties seeded on their farms and ranches.
Statements concerning variety characteristics are primarily
derived from information published by Montana State University

Daniel L. Herbert, Raymond C. Stack,
Statistician-in-Charge Agr. Statistician
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MONTANA BARLEY VARIETIES: SEEDED ACREAGE AND PERCENT OF TOTAL BY DISTRICIS - 1975 Revised

Malting Barley Improvement Association.

Variety N. West N. Central N, East Central S. West S. Central S. East State
Acres Pct, lAcres Pct.| Acres Pct. Acres Pct. | Acres Pct. Acres Pct. Acres Pet.| Acres Pet.
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000)
Piroline Do Ik 5.0 |243.1 38.0) 21.4 8.8 72.5 35.2 2.0 3.0 A 55 —-_— -—— | 342.,5 25,2
Compana .6 1.0 1104.9 16.47 17.7 7.3 29.0 14.1 12.7 18.6 4.4 5.9 12.0 18.0 181.3 13.3
Steptoe 3.8 6.2 | 23.0 3.6 40.0 16.5 :28.0 13.6 15.2 22.3 21.5 28.8 18.2 27.2 | 149.7 11.0
Unitan 7.2 11.7 9.0 1.4 61.9 25885 14.2 6.9 7.2 10.6 11.0 14.7 26.2 39.1 | 136.7 10.0
Hector .8 " 1.3 | 69.1 10.8| 31.3 12.9 22.9 11.1 =5 I i = _— _— | 124.1 9.1
Shabet — ——— |103.6 16.2 .5 .2 "3.1 1.5 6.7 9.8 —_— — —-— -—- | 113.9 8.4
Betzes 1.8 2.9 42.2 6.6 1.7 .7 1.2 .6 8.6 12.6 5.9 7.9 .6 .9 62.0 4.5
Ingrid 27.3 43.9 —_ —_— _— . .8 A —_— —— 5.8 7.8 . - 33.9 2.5
Vanguard —-—- _— —— --—-1 26.0 10.7 1.4 .7 e _— e SN 1.4 2.1 28.8 2.1
Palliser ol .5 3.8 .6 3.4 1.4 19.1 9.3 —_— e s e A . 26.6 2,0
Dekap e -—- | 14.7 255) 4.8 2.0 3.1 1.5 —_— —_— — e 1.3 1.9 23.9 1.8
Hypana = S 1.3 .2 9.5 3.9 - —-— - _— 8.7 11.7 .8 1.2 20.3 1.5
Larker o 1.1 - - 17.0 7.0 - - —_— — m— L —_— —_— 17.7 1.3
‘Firlbeck III| --- - 9.0 1.4 —— -— — —— 2.5 3.7 1.9 2.5 e e 13.4 1.0
Horsford .9 1.5 3.8 .6 1.0 b 1.9 .9 R/ 1.0 4.3 Bl e — 12.6 )
Moravian S - 6.4 1.0 - — - - 3.2 4,7 .8 1.1 —— — 10.4 .8
Freja 8.5 13.8 | --- ) - _— — -— -— —_— - —= - - 8.5 .6
Klages 1.0 1.6 .6 .1 = —— 6.6 3.2 — —_— —_— —_— = e 8.2 .6
Verio 253 3.7 2.6 A g, o, = S =5 —— — — . —_— — 4.9 A
Other 3.5 5.8 2.6 A 6.5 2.7 Dok 1.0 9.5 13.7 10.0 13.4 6.4 9.6 40.6 3.0
TOTAL 61.8 100.0 |639.7 100.0| 242.7 100.0 205.9 100.0 68.3 100.0 74.7 100.0 66.9 100.0 |1,360.C 100.0
Barley variety statistics are funded by the
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