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Montana farmers planted 1,220,000 acres of barley in 1976. The following
is a breakdown of the major varieties seeded on these acres according to the Montana

Crop and Livestock Reporting Service.

FELD TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Hector, a relatively new variety, became the leading
oo

feed-type barley grown in Montana in 1976. About 11

percent of the total acreage is seeded to this variety, which is a two-row type devel-

oped in Lethbridge, Alberta. Kernel size is medium to small. It is moderately early
in maturity and is grown on both irrigated and dry land.

Unitan continued to occupy less total acres after reaching its peak in 1973 but

became the second most important feed variety grown in the State this year, with about

9 percent of the total. Unitan is a six-row, low-protein barley, which produces high

yields on both irrigated and non-irrigated land.

Steptoe declined in acreage this year and is now in third place, with less than

9 percent of the total. It is a six-row barley developed by Washington State Univer-

sity. The straw is stiffer than Unitan, with good resistance to lodging.

Compana now in fourth place, was in second place last year. However, the variety
had been declining in importance for several years except for a comeback last year.

Campana is a two-row variety released in 1941. It has moderately weak, medium-short

straw, with mid-season maturity.

MALTING-TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Piroline continues to be the leading malting variety
a

and at 25 percentof the total, occupies more acreage

than any other variety. Piroline was developed in Germany and is a two-row variety,
with fairly strong straw. Piroline yields well, especially on heavy soils and is

fairly resistant to lodging.

Shabet continued its second place among malting barley varieties, but also attained

second place in total acres this year.

Betzes in the number 3 position, was introduced from Poland by the USDA and

released by the Montana Experiment Station in 1957. It is a mid-short, medium strength

straw, mid-season variety. It is susceptible to loose and covered smut, rust and scald.

Klages, the fourth most important malt variety, was developed by the University
of Idaho from composite crosses of Betzes uid Domen. It is a two-row, mid-tall stiff

strawed variety.

Information in this report is the result of an annual

Statewide survey of Montana barley growers who report acreages

of various barley varieties seeded on their farms and ranches.

Statements concerning variety characteristics are primarily
derived from information published by Montana State University

Daniel L. Herbert, Raymond C. Stack,

Statistician-in-Charge Agr. Statistician

Statistical Reporting Service
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