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MONTANA BARLEY VARIETIES - 1971

FEED GRAIN BARLEY VARIETIES: Unitan, moved from third place into number one position

among feed grain barley varieties seeded in 1971

according to the Montana Crop and Livestock Reporting Service.

Montana farmers seeded 238,800 acres to the Unitan variety--14.6 percent of

total barley acres. This is an increase of 31,400 acres over the 207,400 seeded in

1970. Planting of Unitan had been relatively constant since 1964. This year's
14.6 percent of total seeded acres is the largest portion since 1967. Unitan is a

popular six-row variety because it matures early and has a low incidence of ergot

infection.

Compana, remained second most important feed variety in 1971 with 194,500 acres,

11.9 percent of total acres, down 87,800 acres from last year. This two-row variety

is noted for its ability to yield well on dryland farms.

Hypana, Montana's leading variety last year slipped to third most popular in

1971. This year's planted acres at 114,500 are significantly lower than the 318,600

acres seeded in 1970. Hypana is 7.0 percent of the total seeded acres this year

compared with 17.7 percent in 1970. Hypana is a two-row variety known to be quite

susceptible to ergot infection. It accounted for the greatest portion of seeded acres

in 1968 and 1969, and has since declined in popularity.

Dekap, Palliser and Ingrid were other feed barleys with significant acreages.

Dekap was planted on 73,000 acres, 19,000 acres less than 1970. Palliser with 63,500

seeded acres is down 1,900 acres from last year. Ingrid's acreage increased from

29,300 acres in 1970 to 43,300 acres this year. Ingrid is another variety with a low.

incidence of ergot infection and is primarily grown in the northwest district,

MALTING TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Piroline, the number one malting barley variety last

year is again the most popular in Montana. Likewise,

it leads all varieties for total seeded acres. Piroline was seeded on 523,200 acres or

31.9 percent of the total seeded acres. In 1970, Piroline accounted for 353,900

acres, 19.7 percent of seeded acres. This two-row variety has increased in acreage

since 1968, and is now at a record high of 31.9 percent of total seeded acres.

Depending on the year, environment changes and condition, Piroline can be very sus-

ceptible to ergot infection.

Betzes, also continues to be the second largest malting variety; 17.3 percent

or 283,400 acres are planted to Betzes this year, compared to 295,500 acres or 16.4

percent in 1970. Acreage seeded to Betzes in Montana has been relatively constant from

year to year. Betzes is another variety with a low incidence of ergot infection.

Larker and Dickson are the other two acceptable malting varieties in the State.

Larker at 20,100 acres this year compares with 45,000 last year. Dickson with 13,100

seeded acres or .8 percent is down 1,000 acres from 1970 but still .8 percent of total

seeded acres.

Acceptable malting barley varieties account for an estimated 839,000 acres or 51.3

percent of the barley seeded this spring. Last year an estimated 708,500 acres or 39.4

percent of the total seeded were malting varieties. This is due to the significant in-

crease in seeding of Piroline, up 169,300 acres from 1970.

The information for this report is based on results of an annual Statewide survey

of Montana growers who report acreages of barley varieties seeded on their farms or

ranches.

Daniel L. Herbert, Donald A. Bickett,

Agr. Statistician-in-Charge Agr. Statistician
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