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Hector is still the most popular barley variety seeded in Montana

in 1984, according to a June survey of growers by the Montana Crop and

Livestock Reporting Service. Hector, a feed barley, was planted on 32.4

percentof the barley acreage.

Piroline, a malting variety, remained at the number two position,
followed by Clark, a variety just recommended for malting use in 1984,

MALTING TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Montana growers seeded 49 percent of their

barley acres with malting type varieties.

The five varieties approved for malting by the American Malting Barley

Association, Ine. occupy 1,138,200 acres in 1984.

Piroline is the leading malt variety with 447,000 acres. This is

down 10% from last year's 499,000. Piroline is a two-row variety, rela-

tively strong strawed with medium yield ability and good test weight.

Clark moved from second place feed barley to second place malt-

ing, making a dramatie inerease in acreage from 144,000 acres last year, to

362,700 acres this year, an increase of one and a half times.

Klages acreage increased 48 percent to 304,800 acres, but still

dropped to third place due to Clark's rapid growth in use,

FEED TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Hector maintained the number one spot for the

third consecutive year, inereasing it's share

of the acreage planted by 10 percent toa total of 750,900 acres compared
with 683,900 last year. Hector makes up 32.4 percent of all barley planted.

Hector is a two-row variety with high yield ability and test weight. Ker-

nal sizeismediumto small and it is mediumin maturity with good lodging
resistance.

Summit, in second place at 81,200 acres moved up from 4th place,
almost double last year's 41,000 acres. Summit is susceptible to loose

smut and scald, and moderately susceptible to leaf rust. This variety is

resistant to mildew and has moderate tolerance to spot and net blotches.

Unitan stayed in third place being produced on 62,100 acres.

Unitan is a six-rowed variety.

Menuet is in fourth with 36,200 acres followed by Horsford with

26,900 acres, a type frequently used for hay.

This Barley Variety Survey was funded by the American

Malting Barley Association, Ine. Statements concern-

ing variety characteristics are primarily derived

from information published by Montana State University.

Lyle H. Pratt, Ray Stack,
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