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MONTANA BARLEY VARIETIES - 1968 CROP

The most significant change concerning barley varieties planted in Montana

this year is the sharp increase in the acreage of Hypana, based on results of an

annual Statewide survey released by the Montana Crop and Livestock Reporting

Service, First introduced in 1965 by the Montana Agricultural Experiment Station,

Hypana jumped. from approximately 13 percent of the 1967 acreage to 40 percent of

the 1968 acreage, Hypana is from the cross 'Glacier' x Compana, This spring feed

barley has been seeded to 565,000 acres in 1968. It is early to mid-season in

maturity and is recommended for all dry land areas of Montana east of the Continental

vivide, Its increased height and slightly greater yield than Compana has resulted

in a decline of Compana to the number 2 position for 1968.

Compana, number 1 for the past several years, slipped to the number 2 spot

this year and declined from approximately 28 percent of the total barley acreage

in 1967 to about 16 percent this year. Compana, one of the parents of Hypana, is

also recommended for dry land areas of Montana, This varietyis short-strawed

but generally yields well and has a heavy test weight in dry land areas of

Montana. Compana reached its peak of popularity with Montana growers in 1962 when

it comprised almost 70 percent of the barley acreage that year.

Dropping from the number 2 spot last year to number 3 is Betzes, a two-row

malting barley variety which does well both under irrigation and in dry land areas

where favorable moisture may be expected, Betzes declined from about 15 percent

of the 1967 acreage to 13 percent of this year's acreage. About 178,000 acres

were planted to Betzes in 1968,

Unitan rated fourth this year,'a drop from third place in 1967. Unitan is

a good ylelder, matures early and is taller and stiffer-strawed than Compana or

Betzes, It was seeded on 173,300 acres this year representing about 12 percent

of the total barley acreage.

Other varieties with significant acreage in Montana this year were Dekap,

Palliser, Larker, Ingrid and Vantage. Dekap, Palliser and Larker all declined

significantly from 1967 while retaining their same positions with respect to

percentage of total barley seeded acreage, Ingrid and Vantage acreage increased

slightly from a year ago, and these two varieties also retained the same respective

positions as they had in 1967.

The information for this report was obtained from yearly surveys of Montana

growers who report acreages of the varieties of barley seeded on their farms and

ranches,

Frasier T, Galloway, John E. Cochrane,

Agr. Statistician in Charge Agr, Statisticlan 
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