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Montana farmers and ranchers seeded 1.18 million acres of barley in 1980. The

following breakdown showing major varieties seeded on those acres was obtained from a

June survey of growers by the Montana Crop and Livestock Reporting Service.

MALTING TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Nearly one-half of the total Montana barley acreage in

1980 was seeded to recommended malting types. Piroline,
with 349,500 acres, remained the most popular variety in the State. Klages, another im-

portant malting Variety, occupied 122,000 acres--keeping its third place over all ranking.

Shabet, with 67,800 acres was the third most important malting variety and was in fourth

place overall.

Piroline gained slightly in acreage and now has 30 percent of the total planted barley

.acreage. Piroline is a two-row variety, relatively strong strawed, with medium yield

ability and good test weight.

Klages, remains in second position among malting varieties, with 10 percent of the

total acreage. Klages is a two-row type with medium size kernels. It is a mid-tall, stiff

strawed variety.

Shabet is third among malting varieties--6 percent of the total acreage. Shabet is a

two-row variety, with medium to high yielding ability. Test weight is good, kernel size is

small. Maturity and lodging resistance are medium. The variety has good shattering
resistance.

Betzes was the fourth most important malting variety with about 2 percent of the total

Stateacreage. Betzes is a mid-short, medium-strength straw, mid-season variety. It is

susceptible to loose and covered smut, rust and scald.

FEED TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Hector continues to increase in acreage and still remains in

firstplace anong feed varieties, with over 20 percent of tot.

barley acres seeded. Hector is a two-row barley, with high yield ability and test weight.
Kernel size is medium to small. It is medium in maturity, with good lodging resistance.

Fairfield has climbed to second place among feed varieties, with 5 percent of the toté

acreage. Fairfield is a two-row, rough awned variety equal in yield and maturity to Shabet

with more resistance to lodging and net blotch. It is susceptible to rust and smuts. It

has not been accepted for malting.

Unitan slipped to third place among feed varieties from second last year and also has

5 percent of the total acreage. Unitan is a six-row variety, with high yielding ability,
but medium to low test weight. Kernel size and lodging resistance are both medium.

Maturity is early—the variety is susceptible to stem rust and is low in protein.

Compana was in fourth place with just over 3 percent of the total acres. Compana is

a two-rowed, white seeded, semi-smooth-awned variety with drought resistance and medium

sized seed.

Summit fell to fifth place from third last year--it occupies nearly 3 percent of the

total barley seeded acreage. Summit is a two-row variety which is mid-tall and mid-season

in maturity.

Information in this report is the result of an annual State-

wide survey of Montana barley growers who report acreages of

various barley varieties seeded on their farms and ranches. State-

ments concerning variety characteristics are primarily derived

from information published by Montana State University.

Daniel L. Herbert,. Raymond C. Stack,

State Statistician Agr. Statistician
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