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Montana farmers planted 1.3 million acres of barley in 1996, unchanged from last year. Malting and brewing
varieties recommended by the American Malting Barley Association accounted for about 43 percent of the barley
planted. For the third consecutive year Harrington maintained its top position as the leading barley variety seeded
in Montana.

MALTING-TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES

Harrington was the top malting-type barley variety planted. It accounted for nearly one third of all the barleys
planted and three quarters of the varieties recommended by the American Malting Barley Association. It increased
in acreage by nearly 100 thousand acres from a year ago. It is a two-row variety with good straw strength and test

weight and in addition has good malting qualities. The North Central district continues to be the largest grower of

Harrington where over 75 percent of the Harrington acreage is seeded.

B1202 retained its second place position from a year ago for malting type barley varieties despite decreasing
in total acreage planted. It accounted for about 5 percent of the total barley acreage seeded and about 12 percent
of the varieties recommended by the American Malting Barley Association. It is a two-rowed barley that has good
straw strength and average lodging resistance.

Moravian III moved up to third position. It accounted for about 2 percent of the barley acreage planted and
about 4 percent of the varieties recommended by the American Malting Barley Association. Moravian is a two-row

barley that has intermediate lodging resistance and high disease resistance.

B2601 dropped to fourth place this year accounting for just over 1 percent of the barley acreage and 3 percent
of the varieties recommended by the American Malting Barley Association. It is a 6-row barley with excellent
lodging resistance and good test weight under irrigation.

FEED-TYPE VARIETIES

Baronesse moved into the top position among feed type barleys. It accounted for over 12 percent of the barley
seeded and over one fifth of the feed type barley. It is a two-row barley with good straw strength and excellent
yields. Developed in Germany, it is medium short in height and medium in maturity.

Hector moved down into second place among feed type barleys from a year ago. It accounts for about 10

percent of the barley planted and about 18 percent of the feed type barley. It is moderately resistant to stem rust.
The Montana Agricultural Experiment Station has recommended Hector as a good two-rowed dryland barley.

Bowman moved up one position into third place for feed type varieties. It accounts for 6 percent of the barley
planted and over 10 percent of feed type barley. It is a two-rowed barley which matures very early and has a very
good yield. Bowman was released in North Dakota and is moderately resistant to leaf diseases.

Gallatin dropped one position from a year ago to the fourth position of feed type barleys planted. It accounts
for about 6 percent of the barley planted and about 10 percent ofthe feed type barley. Gallatin is a two-rowed barley
that is best adapted to dryland areas and yields well under intermediate to high rainfall.

This Barley Variety Survey was funded by the Montana Wheat & Barley committee and the American
Malting Barley Association, Inc. Statements concerning variety characteristics are primarily derived from
information published by Montana State University.
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