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Montana farmers and ranchers seeded 1.55. million acres of barley in
1978. The following breakdown showing major varieties seeded on those acres was
obtained from a June survey of growers conducted by the Montana Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service.

MALTING TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Three malting-type varieties accounted for nearly

48 percent of total acres seeded to barley. Piro-
line remained in the Number 1 over-all position, with 477,300 acres. Klages was
the third most important overall, and second position malting variety with 192,900
acres. Shabet was the Number 3 malting variety, but with 68,400 acres it ranked
seventh overall.

Piroline lost some ground to other varieties and occupied 31 percent of
total acreage, but is still firmly entrenched in the Number 1 spot. Piroline is
a two-row variety relatively strong strawed, with medium yield ability and good
test weight.

Klages remains in the second position among malting varieties, with 12
percent of total acres. Klages is a two-row type with medium size kernels. It is
a mid-tall, stiff-strawed variety.

Shabet is Number 3 among malting varieties and occupies 4 percent of
seeded barley acres. Shabet is a two-row variety, with medium to high yielding
ability. Test weight is good. Kernel size is small. Maturity and lodging
resistance are medium. The variety has good shattering resistance.

Betzes was the fourth most important malting variety, with 3 percent of
the State's barley acreage. Betzes is a mid-short, medium-strength straw, mid-
season variety. It is susceptible to loose and covered smut, rust and scald.

FEED TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES: Hector continues to increase in popularity with grow-

ers and maintained its Number 1 position among feed
varieties, with 15.6 percent of total barley acres seeded to this variety. Hector
is a two-row barley, with high yield ability and test weight. Kernel size is
medium to small. It is medium in maturity, with good lodging resistance.

Unitan continues to lose ground in relative importance with other varieties
but is still the Number 2 feed barley, with 6.2 percent of all barley acres.
Unitan is a six-row variety, with high-yielding ability but medium to low test
weight. Kernel size and lodging resistance are both medium. Maturity is early.
The variety is susceptible to stem rust and is low in protein.

Compana follows Unitan closely, occupying third spot with 6.0 percent of
the seeded acres. Compana is a two-row variety with medium yield ability and test
weight. Kernel size is large, with mid-season maturity. It has low lodging
resistance and short plant height.

Steptoe acreage held slightly above last year's level but relative im-
portance placed this variety in fourth position, with 5.0 percent of total acres.
Steptoe is a six-row variety with very high yielding ability. Kernel size is large,
maturity is early, and lodging resistance is good. Test weight is medium to low
and protein content is low.

Information in this report is the result of an annual
Statewide survey of Montana barley growers who report acreages
of various barley varieties seeded on their farms and ranches.
Statements concerning variety characteristics are primarily
derived from information published by Montana State University.

Daniel L. Herbert, . Sidney W. Lebahn,
State Statistician Agr. Statistician



MONTANA BARLEY VARIETIES: SEEDED ACREAGE AND PERCENT OF TOTAL BY DISTRICTS -- 1978 PRELIMINARY

Variety N. West N. Central N. East Central S. West S. Central S. East STATE
Acres Pct. | Acres Pct.| Acres Pct. Acres Pct. Acres Pct. } Acres Pct. Acres Pct. Acres Pct.
(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000)
Piroline M 152 1.8 |[347.9 52.5 33.5 13.1 63.5 21.2 15.6 19.5 22.5 18.0 1.0 1.6 485.2 31.3
Hector 5 ar 26.4 4.0 79.8 31.3 91.7 30.6 -- -- 32.6 26.1 10.8 17.1 241.3 15.6
Klages M 4.4 6.9 |106.4 16.1 5o 2.0 50.8 16.9 19.3 24.1 6.8 5.4 -- -- 192.9 12.4
Unitan 7.8 12.0 6.7 1.0 21.3 8.4 9.4 3.1 6.0 7.5 21.2 17.0 23.1  36.7 95.5 6.2
Compana 3.7 5.7 23.1 3.5 9.5 3%/ 36.8 12.3 3.1 3.9 16.3 13.0 -- -- 92.5 6.0
Steptoe 1.0 1.5 5.5 .8 29.3 11.5 12.4 4.2 9.5 11.9 8.3 6.6 11.4 18.1 77.4 5.0
Shabet M -- -- 65.6 9.9 -- -- 2.8 .9 -- -- -- -- -- -- 68.4 4.4
Hypana -~ -- 7.4 1.1 13.6 5.3 18.3 6.1 8.6 10.7 -- -- -- -- 47.9 3.1
Betzes M -- -- 27.5 4.1 6.6 2.6 -- -- .1 . .4 .3 8.5 13.5 43.1 2.8
Larker 6.1 9.4 5.1 .8 28.2 11.1 -- -- -- -- -- -- -~ -- 39.4 2.5
Ingrid 23.0 35.4 -- -- -- -- -- -- 2.0 2.5 4.0 3.2 -- -- 29.0 1.9
Horsford 1.3 2.0 8.7 1.3 1.2 .5 5.5 1.8 4.0 5.0 .6 .5 -- -- 21.3 1.4
Summit 2.2 3.4 4.4 .7 5.2 2.0 1.1 .4 2.7 3.4 -- -- -- -- 15.6 1.0
Karl M 3.2 4.9 5.8 .9 -- -- .7 .2 5.6 7.0 -- -- -- -- 15.3 1.0
Vanguard -- -- 7.8 1.2 5.6 2.2 -- -- .8 1.0 .2 .2 -- -- 14.4 .9
Palliser - -- -= -- 6.8 2.7 .7 .2 -- -- -- -- -- -- 7.5 .5
Firlbeck III M -- -- 5105 .8 -- -- -- -- -- -- 1.1 .9 - -- 6.6 .4
Moravian III M -- -- 2085 A4 -- -- -- -- -- -- 1.5 1.2 - -- 4.0 .3
Freja _ 2.5 3.8 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 1.2 1.9 3.7 .2
Vireo 3.4 5.2 -- -~ -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 3.4 .2
Other 5.2 8.0 5.7 .9 9.2 3.6 6.3 2.1 2.7 3.4 9.5 7.6 7.0 11.1 45.6 2.9
TOTAL 65.0 100.0 |662.0 100.0 | 255.0 100.0 300.0 100.0 80.0 100.0 125.0 100.0 63.0 100.0 1,550.0 100.0
M - Acceptable varieties of malting barley for 1978 in Montana according to Malting Barley Improvement Association.
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MONTANA BARLEY VARIETIES: PERCENT OF TOTAL SEEDED ACREAGE 1971 - 1978 AND SEEDED ACREAGE 1977 - 1978

PERCENT OF TOTAL SEEDED ACRFEAGL

1

SEEDED ACRES

VARTETITES 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 19760 1977 1978 1977 1978 iy
.................................. B e L e e s it ----------- Acreage -------------
"iroline 32.4 32.0 34.1 35.8 25.2 24.8 37.8 31.5 623,900 485, 200
Hector -- = o .2 9.1 11.2 14.3 15.6 235,300 241,300
Klages == e == .2 .6 2.5 6.1 12.4 100,900 192,900
Unitan 14.5 17.8 19.0 16.5 10.0 8.9 7.9 6.2 130,800 95,500
Compana 11.5 11.8 9.5 8.0 13.53 5.5 3.0 0.0 49,700 92,500
Steptoe Ex = .6 6.8 11.0 9.0 4.7 5.0 76,900 77,400
Shabet .2 4.9 8.6 8.4 8.4 17.0 5.0 4.4 82,700 68,400
Iypana 6.9 3.8 3.6 2.9 1.5 1.5 2.6 3.1 42,900 47,900
Betzes 17.6 11.5 7.7 6.0 4.5 5.1 2.8 2.8 46,800 43,100
Larker 1.3 2.1 4.7} .8 1.3 .9 3.7 2.5 60,400 39,400
Ingrid 2.4 2.1 283 2.1 2.5 2.4 2.5 1.9 41,800 29,000
Hors ford .3 .5 4 .9 .9 1.0 .5 1.4 8,900 21,300
Summi t = -- - -- 5 -- ol 1.0 == 15,600
Karl o = ~- - == .6 .9 1.0 14,700 15,300
Vanguard a5 .3 1.2 2.7 2.1 .9 .5 .9 7,700 14,400
Palliser 3.9 3.1 3.7 2.4 2.0 1.6 .7 .5 11,300 7,500
FFirtbeck ITI -- = N .2 1.0 1.5 1.3 .4 22,000 6,600
Moravian ITT -- -- -- -- -- -- .4 .3 5,700 4,000
Freja -5 = :- -- L -- -- .2 L, o 3,700
Vireo -- -- -- o -- -- -- .2 T 3,400
Other 9.0 10.1 7.2 6.1 6.6 5.6 5.3 2.9 87,600 45,600
STATE TOTAL 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 1,650,000 1,550,000
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MONTANA BARLEY VARIETIES: SEEDED ACREAGE AND PERCENT OF TOTAL

BY DISTRICTS--1977 REVISED

€ N. West N. Central N. .East Central S. West S. Central S. East STATE

Acres Pct.| Acres Pct. | Acres Pct. | Acres Pct. | Acres Pct. | Acres Pct. | Acres Pct. | Acres Pct.

(000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000) (000)
Piroline .5 .8 1447.4 62.3| 43.8 13.11 111.1 39.0 9.4 13.2| 9.7 12.6 2.0 2.1 623.9 37.8
:mmdoa 1.2 1.7 | 66.1 9.2 73.0 21.81 76.1 26.7 -- --| 6.8 8.9 12.1 12.91 235.3 14.3
Unitan 6.7 9.6 6.5 .91 55.9 16.7 4.5 1.6 22.6 31.6115.8 20.6 | 18.8 20.1} 130.8 7.9
Klages 7.2 10.1 | 49.6 6.9 -- --1 36.7 12.9 4.4 6.2 3.0 3.9 -- --1 100.9 6.1
Shabet -- --1 71.8 10.0 2.3 .7 4.3 1.5 2.3 3.2 2.0 2.5 -- -- 82.7 5.0
Steptoe 3.1 4.4 2.2 .31 16.0 4.81 15.1 5.3 20.7 29.01] 10.0 13.0 9.8 10.5 76.9 4.7
Larker 3.4 4.8 .8 1| 5401 16.2 - -- -- -- -- -- 2.1 2.2 60.4 3.7
Compana 4 .7 8.6 1.2 | 10.7 3.2 10.8 3.8 3.2 4.5 2.7 3.6 | 13.3 14.2 49.7 3.0
Betzes .9 1.2 23.7 3.3 12.3 3.7 .5 .2 5.2 7.2 4.2 5.4 -- -- 46.8 2.8
:%wmam .6 .8 3.6 .51 20.3 6.1 8.3 2.9 -- --| 2.2 2.9 7.9 8.5 42.9 2.6
Ingrid 36.3 51.6 -- -- -- -- -- -- .6 7| 4.9 6.4 -- -- 41.8 2.5
Dickson E -- -- -- 16.4 4.9 -- -- -- -- -- -- 7.6 8.1 24.0 1.5
Firlbecks III o -- 1 17.9 2.5 -- -~ -~ -- -- --1 4.1 5.3 -- -- 22.0 1.3
Karil 2.1 2.9 2.9 4 -- -- 6.6 2.3 2.6 3.7 .5 .7 -- -- 14.7 .9
Palliser S -- 5.0 .7 .3 .1 4.3 1.5 -- -- | 1.7 2.1 -- -- 11.3 .7
Horsford .4 .7 1.4 .2 1.6 .5 4.3 1.5 .6 .7 .6 .7 -- -- 8.9 S
Vanguard -- -- -- -- 5.7 1.7 -- -- -- -- -- -- 2.0 2.1 7.7 .5
Moravian III -- -- 3.0 .4 = - -- -- -- --1 2.7 3.6 -- -- 5.7 4
Conquest -- = 3c -~ 6.4 1.9 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 6.4 A
Horn -- -- -- = 6.4 1.9 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 6.4 4
Other 7.6 10.7 7.8 1.1 9.1 2.7 2.3 .8 -- --| 6.1 7.81 17.9 19.3 50.8 3.0
TOTAL 70.4 100.0 | 718.3 100.0 | 334.3 100.0 | 284.9 100.0{ 71.6 100.0 | 77.0 100.0 ] 93.5 100.0 {1,650.0 100.0




