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Montana farmers planted 1.3 million acres of barley in 1994, unchanged from a year ago, and 31
percent less than the ten-year average.

Harrington replaced Hector as the leading variety planted in Montana. Harrington, a malting-type barley, increased significantly from a year ago and now accounts for 27.5 percent of the plantedacreage. Hector, a feed-type barley came in second place, it dropped a third and now accounts for 15.1
percent of the acreage. Together, these two varieties account for 42.6 percent of the total barley acresseeded in Montana.

MALTING-TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES,

Malting-type varieties, grown in Montana and recommended by the American Malting BarleyAssociation for malting and brewing use, accounted for 474,000 acres, 36 percent of total barley acres.This is a 3 percent increase over a year ago.

Harrington, planted on 27.5 percent of the total barley acreage, remains the leading malting-typevariety. More than 81 percent of the Harrington planted is grown in the north central district.Harrington, a two-rowed variety, was released by the University of Saskatchewan and was developedfrom the cross Klages/SK.

AB1202, planted on 3.7 percent of the total barley acreage, remains the second largest malting-type barley. However, it’s acreage decreased by more than 35 percent. AB1202 is a two-rowedvariety.

Morex, a midwestern six-rowed variety and planted on 1.9 percent of the barley acreage,remains in third place. It’s acreage also decreased by over 21 percent.

Clark, a two-row variety, is the fourth most popular malting-type barley. Clark’s acreagedecreased by about 45 percent this year.

FEED-TYPE VARIETIES.

Hector maintained its first place position among feed-type varieties with 15.1 percent of the statetotal. It is a high-yielding, two-rowed variety from Lethbridge, Canada, with good test weight and goodlodging resistance.

Gallatin remains in second place among feed varieties and accounted for 8.6 percent of the totalbarley acreage. Gallatin’s acreage increased by slightly over 2 percent from a year ago. Gallatin, atwo-row variety was developed from a cross of Summit/Hector.

Baronesse jumped into the third most popular feed-variety position. It accounts for 6.9 percentof the total barley acreage. It’s acreage increased from 19,900 acres in 1993 to 90,300 acres this year.Baronesse is a two-rowed variety developed in Germany.
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_

This Barley Variety Survey was funded by the Montana Wheat & Barley Committee and theAmerican Malting Barley Association, Inc. Statements concerning variety characteristics areprimarily derived from information published by Montana State University.

James K. Sands

Bill MeyerState Statistician

Agricultural Statistician
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