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In 1990, Montana farmers planted 1.6 million acres of barley, down 6 percent
from last year and 11 percent below 1988.

Harrington, a malting barley, spurred by a 39 percent increase in planted
acreage, became the leading variety overall this year for the first time, narrowly
defeating Hector. Hector, the first place feed-type barley, which had been at the top of
the list for eight years, moved into a solid second position. Together, these two

varieties accounted for 45 percent of the total seeded acres in the state.

MALTING TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES
Varieties approved for malting in Montana by the American Malting Barley

Association experienced an increase this year accounting for 42 percent of the total

planted acres of barley, up from 36 percent last year. This year, a total of 668,700
acres were planted.

Harrington, the first place malting barley variety accounted for 369,700 of the

barley planted acres. Harrington was released by the University of Saskatchewan in
1981 and was developed from the cross Klages/SK.

Klages acreage dropped 30 percent from last year, as it remained in second place
among malt varieties. It was developed by the University of Idaho, and ARS/USDA.

Klages is a two-rowed variety with medium sized kernels, medium height and stiff
straw.

Clark dropped 39 percent to 74,100 acres, but still remains in third place. It was

developed from a cross of Hector/Klages in 1973 by the Montana Agricultural
Experiment Station. Clark is a two-rowed variety with a plump kernel and lodging
resistance.

FEED TYPE VARIETIES
Hector remains the top feed-type variety, although planted acreage dropped 30

percent this year to a total of 354,400 acres in the state. It is a high yielding two-

rowed variety from Lethbridge, Canada.

Piroline acreage decreased very slightly, accounting for 120,000 acres. It

remained in second place among feed-type barleys, and is a two-rowed variety.

Gallatin acreage dropped slightly, reflecting the overall barley acreage decrease.
It remained in third place with 88,000 acres.

— - — — - . we

| This Barley Variety Survey was funded by the Montana Wheat & Barley Committee
in cooperation with the American Malting Barley Association, Inc. Statements

concerning variety characteristics are primarily derived from information published
by Montana State University.

Lyle H. Pratt Steve Susemihl Lisa Loftsgaarden
State Statisitician Agricultural Statistician Student Assistant
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