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In 1992, Montana farmers planted 1.35 million acres of barley, 25 percent below 1991, and

32 percent less than the average of the last 10 years.

Hector, down 30 percent in planted acreage, remains the leading barley variety. A feed

type variety, it has been number one for the past 11 years. Coming in at a close second is

Harrington. This malting type barley decreased 32 percent from last year. Together, these two

varieties account for almost half of the total seeded acres in the state.

MALTING TYPE BARLEY VARIETIES

Varieties grown in Montana and recommended by the American Malting Barley Association

for malting and brewing accounted for 383,200 acres or 28 percent of the total. This is a decrease

of 10 percent from last year.
.

Harrington, planted on 23 percent of the total barley acreage, remains the leading malting
type variety. More than 83 percent of the Harrington is grown in the northcentral district.

Harrington was released by the University of Saskatchewan and was developed from the cross

Klages/SK.

Morex declined 52 percent from last year but remains in second place. Over half of the

Morex grown is located in the northcentral area of the state. Morex is a midwestern six-rowed

variety.

Moravian III, the third most prevalent malting barley, is down 15 percent from 1991. It

accounts for 7 percent of the total malting type varieties planted. Moravian III is a two-rowed

variety.

FEED TYPE VARIETIES
~

Hector is the first place feed type variety with 24 percent of the state total. Five out of the

seven districts in Montana have Hector in the top two varieties planted. It is the most important
variety in eastern Montana. Hector is a high yielding two-rowed variety from Lethbridge, Canada

with good test weight and good lodging resistance.

Piroline acreage increased slightly, accounting for 127,100 acres. It remains in second place
among feed type barleys although prior to 1992 its percent of the planted acres had been

decreasing since 1985. Piroline is a two-rowed variety, relatively strong strawed with medium

yield ability and good test weight.

Gallatin once again claims third position among feed varieties and totaled 106,600 acres. It

increased 5 percent over last year’s acreage. The largest share of Gallatin was planted in the

northcentral region of the state. Since 1987, Gallatin has experienced a gradual increase in its

percent of the total barley acres seeded each year.

This Barley Variety Survey was funded by the American Malting Barley Association, Inc. and:

the Montana Wheat & Barley Committee. Statements concerning variety characteristics are

primarily derived from information published by Montana State University.

James K. Sands Sid Lebahn Carmen Rost

State Statistician Agricultural Statistician Student Assistant
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