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NEBRASKA PRICES RECEIVED INDEX

The mid-December Index of Prices Received by
Nebraska farmers, at 119% of its January-December
1977 average, was down 6 points (5%) from
November and was 30 points (20%) below last year.
The   Index   of   Livestock  and  Livestock Products

was down 9 points (7%) from a month ago and was
33 points (20%) below a year ago.  The Crop Index
was down 1 point (1%) from last month and was 26
points (20%) below last year.

U.S. INDEX OF PRICES RECEIVED

The United States All Farm Products Index of Prices
Received by Farmers in December was 98 based on
1990-92=100, down 2 points from November.  Price
decreases from November for catttle, hogs, broilers,
and soybeans more than offset price increases for corn,
milk, tomatoes, and eggs. Compared with December
1997, the All Farm Products Index was 7 points lower.

AVERAGE PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMERS

COMMODITY Unit
NEBRASKA UNITED STATES

Dec.
1997 1/

Nov.
1998 1/

Dec. 15,
1998

Dec.
1997 1/

Nov.
1998 1/

Dec. 15,
1998

% of
Parity

Parity
Price*

Wheat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bu. $ 3.10  $ 2.77  $ 2.75   $ 3.44  $ 2.97  $ 2.90   30   $ 9.57
Corn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bu. 2.45  1.91  1.90   2.52  1.93  1.96   30   6.50
Oats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bu. 1.60  1.20  1.20   1.57  1.10  1.07   30   3.59
Grain Sorghum . . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 3.89  2.99  2.98   3.94  3.05  3.06   30   10.20
Soybeans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bu. 6.61  5.21  5.10   6.72  5.40  5.27   38   14.00
Hay, All, Baled . . . . . . . . . . . . Ton 80.00  48.00  48.00   95.20   81.40  78.40   ---   ---
   Alfalfa, Baled . . . . . . . . . . . . Ton 83.00  50.00  48.00   102.00   85.00   81.40   ---   ---
   Other, Baled . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ton 62.00  44.00  44.00   76.10  69.30  69.40   ---   ---
Dry Edible Beans . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 18.60  18.10  17.90   20.30  20.80  21.30   43   49.80
Hogs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 44.50  22.30  18.20   41.60  18.70  14.70   14   102.00
   Barrows & Gilts . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 44.60  22.40  18.30   42.00  18.90  14.90   ---   ---
   Sows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 33.80  16.10  11.50   33.30  15.20  11.30   ---   ---
Beef Cattle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 67.00  61.10  57.10   62.90  58.10  55.80   37   150.00
   Steers & Heifers . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 67.40  62.20  58.00   66.80  62.30  59.40   ---   ---
   Cows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 36.20  29.50  29.10   33.00  29.70  29.70   ---   ---
Calves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt.  95.00   76.60   73.00   83.30   77.50  79.50   42   191.00
Sheep . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 34.10  27.80    n/a   37.70  26.80    ---   ---   62.40
Lambs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 81.60  54.70    n/a   83.90  62.20     ---   ---   153.00
All Milk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 14.70  16.70  17.70   14.80  17.90  18.10   62   29.10
   Milk, Fluid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 14.80  16.70  ---   14.80  17.90  18.20   ---   ---
   Milk, Mfg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cwt. 13.90  16.60  ---   13.60  17.30  17.30   ---   ---

1/ Entire month average except hay and wool.   *Parity price based on data for December 1998.  n/a = not available.

Nebraska Department of Agriculture USDA, National Ag Statistics Service
Larry E. Sitzman, Director David G. Loos, State Statistician



Item
Dec.
1997

Nov.
1998

Dec. 15,
1998

All Farm Products . . . . . . . . . 149   125  119 

  All Crops . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130   105 104

    Food Grains . . . . . . . . . . . . 146   131 130

    Feed Grains & Hay . . . . . . 128     98   97

    Oil Bearing Crops . . . . . . .   98     77   75

    Miscellaneous Crops . . . . . 157   156 156

  Livestock & Products . . . . . . 162   138 129

    Meat Animals . . . . . . . . . . 163   136 126

    Dairy Products . . . . . . . . . . 159   181 192

Commodity Stocks
1,000 lbs.

Percent Change

Nov.
1997

Oct.
1998

Total red meats . 792,754   +7%     Sm.-     

   Beef . . . . . . . . 329,010   -13%       -8%    

   Pork . . . . . . . . 440,877   +32%    +7%    

Poultry . . . . . . .   946,437   -10%    -25%    

   Turkey . . . . . . 297,751   -32%    -55%    

   Chicken . . . . . 644,132    +6%      +7%    

Item 1997 1998
'98 %
of '97

Millions Percent
No. of Layers

   NEBRASKA . . . . . . . 9.9   10.5   106

   30 States . . . . . . . . . . . 293.2   300.7   103

   U.S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 309.7   318.2   103

Eggs Produced

   NEBRASKA . . . . . . . 208   227   109

   30 States . . . . . . . . . . .  6,222    6,342   102

   U.S. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,572    6,709   102

Chicks, U.S.

   Hatched, November

      Egg-type . . . . . . . . . 27.8   30.8   111

      Broiler . . . . . . . . . . . 648.1   674.0   104

   Hatched thru November

      Egg-type . . . . . . . . . 389.1   405.1   104

      Broiler . . . . . . . . . . . 7,610.5   7,751.6  102

Turkeys, U.S.

   Placed (Nov.) . . . . . . . 23.3   22.4    96

Item Total 1/
(1,000)

% Change

Nov.
1997

Oct.
1998

NEBRASKA
Cattle, head . . . . . . . . . 563.0  -3  -9
Hogs, head . . . . . . . . . 522.2  +7  -11
Sheep & Lambs, head .2 +100 Same
Red Meat, mil. lbs. . . . 524.5 +1 -11

UNITED STATES
Cattle, head . . . . . . . . . 2,774.5 +1 -9
Calves, head . . . . . . . . 112.1 -10   -10
Hogs, head . . . . . . . . . 8,808.9 +14 -6
Sheep & Lambs, head 297.8  -4  -8
Red Meat, mil. lbs. . . . 3725.5 +8  -8

1/ Excludes animals slaughtered on farms.

NEBRASKA PRICE INDEX NUMBERS
(1977=100)

                   

U.S. COLD STORAGE HIGHLIGHTS

Frozen food stocks in refrigerated warehouses on November 30,
1998, were greater than the year earlier levels for butter, pork,
concenntrated orange juice, and chicken.   Cooler stocks of
pecans, peanuts, apples, and natural cheese were higher than a
year earlier.  Stocks on November 30 for selected items and
changes from last year and last month follow:

POULTRY HIGHLIGHTS - NOVEMBER

COMMERCIAL LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER
November 1998 output and changes from last year and last
month are shown below.  November 1997 contained 20
weekdays (including two holidays) and five Saturdays.
November 1998 contained 21 weekdays (including two
holidays) and four Saturdays.



HOGS AND PIGS

Nebraska pork producers had an estimated 3.4 million hogs and
pigs on hand December 1, 1998.  This number was down 3%
from a year earlier and was 4% below two years ago.  Hogs and
pigs kept for breeding were down 5% from both last year and
two years ago.

Inventory of all hogs and pigs in the United States was
estimated at 62.2 million head on December 1, 1998. This was
2% above last year but 2% below September 1, 1998. Breeding
inventory, at 6.67 million head, was down 4% from December
1, 1997 and market inventory was 2% above last year.

HOGS AND PIGS:  INVENTORY, DECEMBER 1; SOWS FARROWING AND PIG CROP, 1997-1998

Item
NEBRASKA 17 STATES UNITED STATES

1997 1998 % Chg. 1997 1998 % Chg. 1997 1998 % Chg.

On Farms - December 1: 1,000 head 1,000 head 1,000 head

  All hogs and pigs . . . . . 3,500   3,400    -3    56,700  57,520    +1     61,158   62,156    +2     
    For breeding . . . . . . . . 440   420    -4    6,315  6,020    -5     6,957   6,672   -4     
    Market . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,060   2,980    -3    50,385  51,500    +2     54,200   55,483    +2     
Market hogs & pigs
  by weight groups:
    Under 60 pounds . . . . . 1,180   1,160    -2    18,800  18,455   -2     20,237   20,000   -1     
    60-119 pounds . . . . . . .   800     780    -2    12,450  12,750     +2     13,319   13,641    +2     
    120-179 pounds . . . . . . 640   600    -6    10,400  10,850   +4     11,188   11,640   +4     
    180 pounds and over . . 440   440   ---    8,735  9,445   +8     9,457   10,203   +8     
Sows Farrowed:  
  December 1/-February . . 170   165    -3    2,457  2,671   +9     2,684   2,929    +9     
  March-May . . . . . . . . . . 170   170   ---    2,673  2,809    +5     2,911   3,086    +6     
  June-August . . . . . . . . . 165   170    +3    2,705  2,771   +2     2,946   3,054   +4     
  September-November . . 165   175    +6    2,689  2,713   +1     2,939   2,990    +2     
    TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . 670   680    +1    10,524  10,964   +4     11,480   12,059   +5     
Pigs Saved:
  December 1/-February . . 1,437   1,403   -2    21,261  23,326   +10     23,164   25,480   +10     
  March-May . . . . . . . . . . 1,445   1,428    -1    23,225  24,605   +6     25,229   26,989   +7     
  June-August . . . . . . . . . 1,411   1,462    +4    23,654  24,226   +2     25,696   26,634   +4     
  September-November . . 1,403   1,488    +6    23,408  23,524   ---     25,494   25,878   +2     
    TOTAL PIG CROP . . . 5,696   5,781    +1    91,548  95,681   +5      99,583   104,981   +5     

Item 1998 1999* % Chg. 1998 1999* % Chg. 1998 1999* % Chg.

Sows Farrowed:
  December 1/-February . . 165   170    +3    2,671  2,631    -1     2,929  2,893   -1     
  March-May . . . . . . . . . . 170   170   ---    2,809  2,617   -7     3,086  2,884   -7     
  December 1/-May . . . . . 335   340   +1    5,480  5,248   -4     6,015  5,777   -4     

1/ December preceding year.    * Intentions.  Seventeen states include AR, GA, IL, IN, IA, KS, KY, MI, MN, MO, NE, NC, OH, OK,
PA, SD, WI.

NUMBER OF HOG OPERATIONS AND PERCENT OF INVENTORY BY SIZE GROUPS, 1997-1998 1/
Size of

Operation
NEBRASKA 17 STATES UNITED STATES

1997 1998 1997 1998 1997 1998
N u m b e r    o f    O p e r a t i o n s

1-99 head . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,900    1,800    40,160   35,670    69,460    62,370   
100-499 head . . . . . . . . . . 2,800    2,500    25,695   24,615   28,095   27,015   
500-999 head . . . . . . . . . . 1,050      980    11,190   11,035   11,670   11,455   
1,000-1,999 head . . . . . . . 480    450    6,455   6,595   6,755   6,855   
2,000-4,999 head . . . . . . . 195    190    4,155   4,600   4,355   4,770   
5,000+ head . . . . . . . . . .  75    80    1,705   1,785   1,825   1,915   
  Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6,500    6,000     89,360    84,300   122,160   114,380   

P e r c e n t    o f    I n v e n t o r y
1-99 head . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.0     1.5     n/a    n/a    2.0    2.0   
100-499 head . . . . . . . . . . 19.5    17.5     n/a    n/a   11.0    9.5   
500-999 head . . . . . . . . . . 19.5    19.0     n/a    n/a   12.0   11.0   
1,000-1,999 head . . . . . . . 17.5    17.0     n/a    n/a   14.5   14.0   
2,000-4,999 head . . . . . . . 15.5    15.0     n/a    n/a   20.5   21.5   
5,000+ head . . . . . . . . . . 26.0    30.0     n/a    n/a   40.0   42.0   

1/ An operation is any place having one or more hogs and pigs on hand any time during the year.  Percents reflect average distributions
based primarily on mid-year surveys.  n/a - not available.



NEBRASKA -- FARM MARKETINGS, PERCENT OF CROP YEAR, BY MONTHS
CROP YEAR OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

CORN P e r c e n t
  1994-95 . . . . . . . . . 12 11   9 13   8  9   6   6  7  6  7  6
  1995-96 . . . . . . . . . 13 22 10 16 11  9   6   4  2  3  2  2
  1996-97 . . . . . . . . . 10 14 10 14   9  9   6   5  5  7  7  4
  1997-98 . . . . . . . . . 14 10   8 15   7  8   5   4  6  5  9  9
SORGHUM GRAIN
  1994-95 . . . . . . . . . 18 20 14 15   6  7   4   5  4  3  3  1
  1995-96 . . . . . . . . . 35 19 10 17   4  3   2   1  1  1  1  6
  1996-97 . . . . . . . . .  7 10 13 13 11  9   8   8  9  8  2  2
  1997-98 . . . . . . . . . 16 15 13 18   8  7   3   3  7  2  3  5

CROP YEAR SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG
SOYBEANS P e r c e n t
  1994-95 . . . . . . . . . 12 20  10  8   8  7  11   5  5  4  5  5
  1995-96 . . . . . . . . .  5 30 14  9 11  5    4   5  5  2  5  5
  1996-97 . . . . . . . . .  3 21   6  7 16  9   8   7  6  6  7  4
  1997-98 . . . . . . . . .  7 17   8  7 15  9   6   7  5  6  7  6
DRY EDIBLE BEANS
  1994-95 . . . . . . . . . 33 14 12  8   7  5   7   3  2  3  2  4
  1995-96 . . . . . . . . . 22 20   9  9   7  6   8   3  3  5  3  5
  1996-97 . . . . . . . . . 29 18 10  7   7  4   5   4  4  5  2  5
  1997-98 . . . . . . . . . 20 14   9 10 17  5   6   6  3  2  5  3

CROP YEAR JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN
WHEAT P e r c e n t
  1994-95 . . . . . . . . . 30 14 10  6   4 10     9    5  5  2  3  2
  1995-96 . . . . . . . . . 27 17   9  9   4  9  10   7  4  3  1  0
  1996-97 . . . . . . . . . 21 13   7  5   6 10  11 10  7  6  2  2
  1997-98 . . . . . . . . . 21 17   7  3   2  5  10   8 12  5  5  5
OATS
  1994-95 . . . . . . . . . 33 21 17  5   3  2   2   5  5  3  2  2
  1995-96 . . . . . . . . . 34 39   3  3   3  3   6   3  2  1  1  2
  1996-97 . . . . . . . . . 42 27   8  2   3  2   3   4  2  1  2  4
  1997-98 . . . . . . . . . 45 22   6  3   8  1   4   3  1  4  2  1

CROP YEAR JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY
HAY P e r c e n t
  1994-95 . . . . . . . . .  7  6   7 10 11 12 11 18  6   6  4  2
  1995-96 . . . . . . . . .  7  4   2 10 12  6 18 11  9 10  6  5
  1996-97 . . . . . . . . .  7  4   2 10 12  6 18 11  9 10  6  5
  1997-98 . . . . . . . . .  9 10   9   8 10  8 12 10  8   8  6  2


