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WEATHER March wes very dry, with near normel temperatures. This was the driest
Moroh since 1382, and the driest of record over the eastern third of the
state as a whole. The average p{pcipitation was only a little more than onse-fifth
of the normal amount. It mostly occurred as light snows or rain, except that mod-
erate showers fell at a few central stations during the evening of the 20the Sev-
eral davs were very windy, causing heavy blowing dust over much of the west and
south-central portions of the gtate. The duration of sumshine was unusually high,

Temperatures averaged near normel in the east to considerably below in the west.
Mild weather prevailed early in the week in the east, over the state during the
middle of the week, but a change to the colder overspread the state at the oclose,
with strong northwesterly winds during the last two days. Heavy snow fell over the
contral and south-central portions of the state early in the week, and moderate to
heavy rains in the east, but the precipitation diminished to light over southern and
central portions of the Panhandle. There was considerable drifting over the central
and south-central portions, but the snow was wet and sticky during the early part of
the storm. Light snow fell over the central and eastern portions of the state.

CROPS Desplte the damage from high winds to wheat on light soils in a few counties,
the condition improved after the rain and snow early last weeks Moisture in
varying amounts was received throughout the wheat belt, except in the Panhandle,

Warm weather and more mpisture is neeije o replenish the subsoil moisture,
de“?)’ YT =
a

Wheat survived ry autumn and winter considerably better than expected.
Mlolsture had been extremely light since the last ten days of September and March
precipltation was the shortest since 1882, Contral and southwestern Nebraska re-
coived snow and there was considerable drifting, Moilsture in the eastern portion of
the state was mostly in the form of rain., This moisture will furnish temporary
relief and will give the wheat a start,

e

About 71% of the oats and 51% of the barley had been seeded by the close of the
past week, The moisture racsived should now bring these crops up in good sheps if
temperatures rise, The perocentags of oats seeded in leading districts are as
follows:s northeast, 80%; central, B5%; east-central, 74%; southwest, 39%; southe
centrel, 77%; and southeast, 88%,

Barly seeded oats are coming up nicely. Some sugar beets have been planted in
the North Platte Valley and considerable planting will be done this woek, Farmers
aré preparing fields for spring planting, The moisture last week following the long
autum and winter drought has encouraged farmers,

Moisture received should improve the condition of alfalfa, wild hay and pas~
ture. These crops have been slow because of dry, cool weather, Pastures are needed
badly because of local lack of feed, Pasture grasses in eastern and southern
Nebraska may lack some vitality due to short growth and overgrazing last year.

LIVESTOCK1‘The snowstorm in central Nebrasks was unfavorable for young livestoock,
s

but temperatures were not low enough to cause losses. Some localities
are short of feed and early pastures are needed badly. Weather has generally been
fevorable so far during the calving and farrowing season.
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