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WEATHER CROPS (Cont.)

Scattered light rainfall occurred

over most of the State with the exception

of the east. Amounts averaged less than a

quarter of an inch. Widespread rain began

falling this past weekend but no amounts

are available. Temperatures averaged

seven to eleven degrees above normal.

GENERAL

Corn planting progressed well as warm,

dry conditions prevailed during most of

the week. Irrigation activity increased

as producers worked to improve germination

prospects and insure herbicide activation.

Welcome rain came statewide on Sunday with

heaviest amounts reported in the eastern

third of the State. Days suitable for

fieldwork were 6.5.

Topsoil moisture supplies as of

Friday rated 77% short and 23% adequate.

Subsoil supplies were 85% short and 15%

adequate. Best moisture supplies continue

to be present in the southwest and south

central areas. A year age, topsoil mois-

ture supplies rated 89% short, 10% adequate

and 1% surplus. Subsoil supplies were 7%

short and 93% _dequate.

CROPS

Corn planting meved ahead to 20% com-

plete, behind last year's 30% but ahead of

15% normal. Planting was most advanced in

the west and southeast districts. Irri-

gation equipment was being used early in

the week to improve uniform germination.

Some early emerging fields in the southeast

have been damaged by chinch bugs and corn

flea beetles and may need to be replanted.

Wheat crop condition moved lower and

rated 15% poor, 51% fair, 31% good and 3%

excellent. Jointing has occurred on 60%

of the acreage compared to 10% last year

and 15% normal. High variability in growth

stages has been reported from across the

State. Jointing was just underway in some

northern counties while heading had begun

in a nnmher of southern fields. The

effects of chinch bug activity and drought

vary, but some damage has been reported in

most eastern counties.

Sorghum planting was 1% complete by

week's end compared to 2% last year. Nor-

mally planting has not begun by this date.

Alfalfa crop condition was showing

some improvement and rated mostly fair to

good. In some cases, irrigation equipment

was being used to encourage growth.

Alfalfa weevils were causing damage in

some southeastern fields.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies con-

tinued mostly short to adequate. Some

beef herds were being shifted from dry

lot to pastures but in many areas, spring

growth of grasses has been slow. Vacci-

nation and branding were underway in some

areas.

Precipitation, April 4 - May i, 1981

NW NC NE CEN EC

Total past week ............ i0 .i0 .00 .i0 .00

Total since April 4 ....... 1.50 i.i0 .40 1.50 i.i0

Normal since April 1 ...... 1.77 2.13 2.47 2.27 2.73

SW SC SE

.10 .30 .00

2.80 1.50 1.80

1.88 2.26 2.80
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