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WEATHER Temperatures sveraged considerably above normal, with same unseasonsbly warm

days over the south-central and western portions of the State. Light pre-
oipitation occurred over much of the northeastern portion of the State, but else~
where there was very little or none.

CROPS After the snow melted winter wheat showsd up green as usual. One western

county reported wheat starting to green up. Reports from a few counties indi-
cated a little shortage of molsture-and a possibility of damage from winds. Reports
range from wheat sprouting to wheat being pastured by cattle in some of the favored
areas of the Panhandle. In general, the outlook has improved since last fall.

Feed grains range generally from ample to surplus, with only a few counties
reporting a shortages January 1 stooks of corn on farms totaled 1905 million bua,
or 39% more than last year and 9% above the 10 year averags. Stocks of corn in all
positions totaled 241 million bu., up 22% from a year ago. Farm stocks of oats and
barley were considerably below those of a year ago.

About 81% of the counties report ample hay and forage and the balance report
gsome local shortage. One county reported some oattle being sold because of feed
shortage, while another county reported more hay for sale sinse the weather turned
more favorable. January stocks of 4,086,000 tons of hay are down 14% from a year
ago, but 22% above the averags.

Reports from many counties commented on the drop in price of farm products, par-
ticularly cattles One western county reported the drop in livestock prices is caus-
ing '"mot so mild" depression. A northeastern county reported that fewer farmers are
paying 1952 income taxes because of money lost in cattle feeding. Another reports
numerous farm sales including some bank foreclosure sales. Another reports cattle
fesders not prosperous, some taking a loss, while still others are holding fat cattle
for & better market, with soms plamning to hold until next summer. ’

Dairy cattle prices are holding up a little better in some counties. Stock pigs
and sows are bringing a better price. The honey crop of 4.6 million lbs. was 43%
above that of a year ago. About 30% was in producers! hands by the close of the
year., The national honey crop was up 6% from 1951 and 23% above the 5 year average,

Prices of Nebraska farm products up to Decémber 15 had dropped 20% from the peak
in February 1951, 157 of which had ccourred during the past year. This is s somewhat
larger decrease than for the nation as & whole, which hed a drop of 18% from the peak
in February 1951 and 12% from a year ago.

In southwestern Nebraska, where the weather has been a litile more like.spring
than in the balance of the State, soms farmers have started to ouf stalks and disc
corn land for spring small grain orops. This is in marked contrast to northeastern
Nebrasim, whera some of the snow, especially drifts, had not melted by the close of
the past weeks Some roads were still blooked and in southeastern Nebraska some of

the side roads are impassable from the recent thaws Feed lots are muddy and in- bad
ocondition, '

WEATHER BUREAU TELEGRAPHIC REP(RT OF PRECIPITATION FCR WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 2, 1953
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Precipitation Mep for Week Ending January 30, 1953 --
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