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WEATHER
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Precipitatic_ was below normal in a

narrow band extending feed the southwest
corner to the northwest po_io_ of the
State. Elsewhere moiet_a was above noEmal
with rainfall of one inch or maze over

much Of the northwest and southeast poE-
tiers.

Daytime _a_peratUCelll wore above noc_nal

May 4 and 51 otherwise, tempera%trEes were

below normal with the main t_w_eratuce

over the Stats two to five degrees below
normal for this period.

CROPS,:

an average of 3 1/2 days were s,,4table

for field work An the week ending last Fri-
day. _k_t of the field work oeourred early
or late in the week since rain stopped week
almost entirely _1 M_day and Tuesday,
Reports o_ topsoil molstu_l Friday in,teats
37t surplus and 834 adequate with subsoil
moistu_ $54 s_lus and 6S4 adequmts.

Field work consisted ma4nly of shred-
ding stalks, spreading fertilizer, lied-

bed preparation, and planing of oorn and
small grains. Othe_ farm week mmaisted of

caring for llvestOOk, moving cattle to
pzeture, cleaning lots, and hacvosClng 1972
coon and grain sorghum.

Corn planting had advanced to about
6% c_,plete before the weekend rains

stopped proqrees. A year ago 7% was
planted and the 1967-71 average is 19%.
Most soils are too cool for corn to germ-
"Inate.

Planting of sugar beets continued
with delays due to rain. Early planted

beets are emeFglng in good shape with lit-

tle damage from the Thursday morning
freeae,

Winter wheat condition continues

gOOd to falr with 3% of reports showing

sxoel_ent_ 57% good_ 37% fair, and 3%

poor. Weeds ace beoomlng a problem in
sm fields.

Alfalfa and wild hay condition Is

l_Itl¥ good with 74% rspo_tsd good for

alfalfa and 83% for wild hay.

Ranqe and pasture feed were reported
as 20% above average, 61% average and
19% below average wh_.oh is better than a

week ago.

Cattle continue to be moved to summer

pasture although new grass is still short.
Many sows are thin f_o_ the long hard
winter and spring. Spring calving opera-

ti(ma ace o_letsd on many ranches.

Feed lots are be_tsr but: many are
s_tll auddy, partioula_l¥ in the southeast.

Total pest week .........

Total since April I.....
Nox_al elnoe April 1.....

Preolpltatl¢_, _rll I - May 4, 1973

NW NC NE CaN EC
.90 .80 .50 .60 .80

2.90 2.50 ra.?O 2.50 3.40
2.21 2.52 2,71 2.58 2.83

BW SC SE
.60 .70 .70

2.80 3.50 4,20

2.30 2.61 2.99
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