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WEATHER

Temperatures were much above normal

most of the period but turned much below

normal the last two days. On the 20th,

maximum temperatures of 100 to 107 de-

grees prevailed.

Rainfall was very sparse averaging

less than a tenth of an inch over the

south and west portions of the State

and none northeast.

CROPS

Record-breaking temperatures were

common mid-week throughout the State.

Many crops showed signs of heat stress.

Depletion of topsoil moisture supplies

caused deeper rooting of most crops dur-

ing this "hot" period. Precipitation

fell only in trace amounts in some local-

ities. Western portions of Nebraska

still remain three inches below normal

for the year. The fire index is high in

Scottsbluff and surrounding areas.

Winter wheat condition is reported

as mostly fair to excellent in eastern

Nebraska while conditions in western

Nebraska remain mostly fair and good.

Eighty-five percent of the wheat has

turned compared to normal of 70%. Last

week's hot weather has advanced wheat

maturity considerably. First harvesting

began in areas along the Kansas-Nebraska

border. Fields in western Nebraska with

infestations of downy brome, mustard,

and mosaic are showing the effects.

Corn condition is mostly good to

excellent statewide. Corn is reported

as i-i_ feet high in the north, and three

feet or more is common in southern areas

of the State. Some irrigating has

started due to last week's hot weather.

The "Holcus Leaf Spot" disease has been

reported in about nine counties located

mostly in the east-central part of

Nebraska. Reports also indicate infes-

tations of corn leaf aphids, corn root

worm, and corn borers are working corn

fields in some localities. Hilling corn,

cultivating and laying-by have progressed

rapidly.

Sot@hum condition is reported as

mostly good to excellent. Chinch bugs and

greenbugs are a problem in some fields.
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Soybean condition is reported as

mostly good to excellent.

Oats and other small grains are in

milk to dough stage. The recent hot

weather may have hurt heading some. Some

acreages have been cut for hay or chopped

for ensilage in Cedar County.

Su@ar beet thinning operations in the

North Platte River Valley are mostly 85%

complete. Labor is now on second hoeing

in many places. Nearly 3,000 acres of

sugar beets were reported as lost in

Mitchell County and Scotts Bluff County

due to drought, late freezes, hail, and

severe wind problems. Farmers are busy

ditching for irrigation throughout the

Valley.

Alfalfa and wild hay condition re-

mained about the same as last week. Alfal-

fa condition is 4% poor, 37% fair, 53% good

and 6% excellent. About 95% of the first

cutting is harvested. Some weevil damage

is reported in second cutting alfalfa.

Wild hay condition is good to excellent

in most counties but has declined slightly

from last week.

GENERAL

Nebraska farmers and ranchers had

nearly seven days suitable for fieldwork

during the survey week (June 15-22). Main

activities were cultivating, summer tilling

and farrowing, cutting alfalfa, side-

dressing corn, etc. Topsoil moisture

supplies are 62% short and 38% adequate.

Subsoil moisture supplies are 10% short

and 90% adequate. Recent hot weather and

winds have caused considerable depletion

of topsoil moisture supplies.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range supplies are 9%

short, 90% adequate and 1% surplus. Sand-

hills and Panhandle regions declined some

because of heat and winds.

Livestock are generally in good con-

dition. Livestock movement is normal.

The excessive hot weather was hard on

cattle and reduced gains but no losses

were reported.
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