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WEATHER

It was a cold week with widespread

precipitation during midweek and at the

end of the week. Precipitation was in

the form of rain and snow ranging from

a quarter to three-quarters of an inch.

Temperatures averaged around ten degrees

below normal.

GENERAL

Hard freezing temperatures occurred

midweek and again Friday, putting an end

to the growlng season and should encourage

field drying of fall crops. Harvesting

progressed slowly the first part of the

week but picked up some momentum later in

the week. Good drying conditions con-

tinued to be needed with much of the corn

and sorghum harvested requiring mechanical

drying. Winds during the week and effects

of corn borer damage were causing some

fleld losses. Days suitable for fieldwork

were 5_7.

Topsoll moisture supplies rated 15%

short, 84% adequate and 1% surplus. Sub-

soil moisture supplies were 31% short and

69% adequate. A year ago, topsoil mois-

ture was 63% short, 35% adequate and 2%

surplus. Subsoil supplies were 79% short

and 21% adequate.

CROPS

Corn harvest progressed to 35% com-

plete compared to 85% last year and 50%

normal. Moisture levels of grain in most

areas were still above the acceptable

level for storage with more drying weather

desirable.

Soybean harvest moved ahead to 80%

but was still behind the 94% figure of a

year ago and 85% normal.

Sor@hum harvest picked up momentum

with 35% combined. This compares to 93%

harvested last year and 75% normal.

Progress continues to run about two weeks

behind normal.

Winter wheat crop condition continued

to rate well above last fall's crop and

was 8% fair, 85% good and 7% excellent.

A year ago, because of short moisture

supplies, much of the crop rated only in

fair condltion.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies rated

short to mostly adequate. With harvest

delayed, producers had not been able to

move as many cattle to harvested stalk

fields as in past years. But with in-

creasing amounts of crop residues becoming

available, feed supplies have been mostly

adequate.
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