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WEATHER CROPS (Cont.)
Scattered showers and some cool Corn condition continued to improve

temperatures at the beginning of the week
gave way to warm and dry weather. Average
temperatures ranged from four to six
degrees below normal. Rainfall amounts of
one~half to one and a half inches were
common,

GENERAL

Rains fell in many areas of the State

relieving crops of the hot, dry condi-
tions, according to the Nebraska Agri-
cultural Statistics Service. In some

southern areas, drenching rains fell while
in the west and southwest, some damaging
hail was received. Spider mites were
reported in millet fields of the Pan-

handle. Irrigation continues to be the
pPrimary activity with other activities
being roguing soybeans, working summer

till, baling straw, and harvesting wheat
and alfalfa. The number of days suitable
for fieldwork averaged 4.2.

Topsoil  moisture improved with
ratings being 19% short, 79% adequate and
2% surplus. Subsoil moisture rated 56%
short and 44% adequate. Last vyear,
topsoil moisture was 71% short and 29%
adequate, while the subscil moisture was
29% short, 69% adequate and 2% surplus.

CROPS

Winter wheat harvest was virtually
complete at 98% with only a few areas in
the west left to finish. This compares to
97% last year and 86% average.

and was 32% fair, 59% good and 9% excel-
lent. Corn silking was rated at B85%
compared to 82% last year and 56% average.
Corn dough stage at 1l0% compares to 9%
last year and 4% average.

Soybeans were looking better at 53%
fair, 46% good and 1% excellent, Soybeans
were £80% blooming compared to 77% last
year and 69% average. Soybeans were also
25% podded compared to 26% last year and
19% average.

Sorghum condition rated 44% fair, 51%
good and 5% excellent. Sorghum headed
reached 20% compared to 31% last year and
17% average.

Alfalfa hay condition rated 1% very
poor, 12% poor, 52% fair and 35% good,
Alfalfa second cutting was 90% complete,
equal to last year and ahead of the 75%

average. The third c¢utting was just
starting with 5% complete, ahead of last
year's 1% and equal to the five-year

average.

Oats harvested for grain reached 90%
complete, compared to 82% last year and
the 67% average.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies were
rated 6% wvery short, 33% short and 61%
adequate. Hay and roughage supplies were
1% very short, 28% short and 71% adequate.
Supplemental feeding is occurring in many
areas acress the State. Rains will be
very beneficial to pastures, Heavy rains
caused flooding in several counties
stressing livestock in these low areas.

Precipitation, April 1 - July 22, 1988

NW NC
Total past week ....vevens 1.09 1.30
Total since April 1 ...... 11,14 14,25
Normal since April 1 ..... 9,54 11.27

CEN EC SW sC SE

.74 97 1.65 1.09 3.02 1.65
2.84 13.35 10.20 11,93 11,15 10.74
12.73 12,09 13.37 10.32 12,05 13,79
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NEBRASKA —— CORN SILKING
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PRECIPITATION MAP FOR WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, JULY 22, 1988
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION DATA FOR WEEK ENDING SUNDAY, JULY 24, 1988
Temparature Precipitation
Station MaxExtTein Mean Peparture Total Inches 1/
NW Chadron 97 45 68 - .50
Scottshluff 95 42 70 -5 .59
Sidney 92 S0 69 -— T
NC Ord 89 Sl 71 - 0
Valentine 95 465 70 =5 .15
NE Norfolk 91 53 71 =5 .49
Sioux City 91 54 72 -4 .07
CEN Grand Island 89 52 71 -6 .35
EC Linceoln 92 54 74 -4 .79
Omaha 89 56 72 -4 .27
SW Imperial 20 53 71 - 0
North Platte a0 50 70 -5 1.10

1/ Precipitation totals @ included in map above. 0




