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WEATHER

Precipitation occurred at the beginning and end of
the week. Amounts ranged from around a tenth of an
inch in the north central up to two inches in the
southwest. Temperatures averaged from one to five
degrees below normal.

GENERAL

Wet field conditions once again limited fieldwork,

according to the Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service.
The cool, wet weather also slowed germination and
development of crops previously in the ground. Rain was
reported statewide as the average number of days suitable
for fieldwork was 2.6. Field activities consisted mainly of

planting when conditions permitted. In the Panhandle,
operators were tilling summer fallow and thinning sugar
beet stands.

Topsoil moisture condition rated 11% short, 81%
adequate, and 8% surplus. Subsoil moisture was 76%
short and 24% adequate. Last year, topsoil moisture rated
51% short, 48% adequate, and 1% surplus, while subsoil
moisture rated 87% short and 13% adequate.

CROPS

CROPS (Cont.)

to spray; while in the Southeast, they were spraying for
powdery mildew. Chinch bugs were also causing damage
in the East and Southeast.

Corn planting was 90% complete compared with
93% in 1989 and 91% average. The crop was 45%

emerged, behind last year's 58% and the average of 57%.
Cool weather has slowed emergence and caused some

yellowing of plants. Cutworms were causing some concern
in the eastern third of the State. Corn crop condition

rated 51% fair and 49% good.

Sorghum planting advanced to only 9% complete
compared with 30% last year and 37% average. The crop
was 2% emerged.

Soybean planting, also delayed by rain, was 16%
complete, compared with 41% last year and average. Only
2% of the crop was emerged.

Alfalfa hay condition rated 34% fair and 66%
good. Moderate to high infestations of clover leaf and
alfalfa weevils were reported in the Northeast and East,
with some fields being sprayed. The first cutting was
getting underway in parts of the East and North. Wild
hay condition rated 4% poor, 85% fair, and 11% good.

Winter wheat condition was rated 5% poor, 26%
fair, 61% good, and 8% excellent. The crop was 98% in
the joint stage, compared with 93% last year and 92%
average. Wheat headed, at 6% was well behind last year's
30% and the 5-year average of 37% due to the cool
weather the past few weeks. Russian wheat aphids were
causing severe damage in some Western counties, with

some fields beyond help. Many producers were continuing

LIVESTOCK

Range and pasture feed supplies rated 44% short
and 56% adequate. Pastures were responding well to the
recent moisture, but were still short, needing warmer

weather to promote growth. Cattle were moving to
pastures across the State, while limited hquidation of some
herds took place because of short feed supplies.

Total past week ..............
Total since April 1 ...........
Normal since April 1 ..........
Total as % of Normal .........

Precipitation, April 1 - May 18, 1990

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

.31 .58 .98 1.11 .77 .56 .90 1.15
2.91 3.90 4.41 3.47 3.54 3.23 3.51 4.45
3.53 4.09 4.65 4.47 5.12 3.57 4.19 5.08

82% 95% 95% 78% 69% 90% 84% 88%
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