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ORGANIC FARMS AND COMMODITIES 

 
ORGANIC FARMS: Number of Farms, Rank, and Value of Organic Sales, by State and United States, 2008 

State Number of 
Organic Farms Rank Crops 1 Livestock and 

Poultry 
Livestock & 

Poultry 
Products 

Total Value of 
Sales 2 

Numbers 1,000 Dollars 
Connecticut 82 38 5,138 11 14 5,163 
Maine 379 12 15,626 1,171 13,878 30,675 
Massachusetts 174 22 10,332 407 4,343 15,082 
New 102 34 2,987 1,115 6,619 10,721 
Rhode Island 28 46 1,117 — — 1,117 
Vermont 467 10 25,006 3,814 44,036 72,857 

New England 1,232 2 3 60,206 6,518 68,890 135,615 
United States 14,540 — 1,942,317 316,470 906,207 3,164,995 

 
1 Crops refers to all crops including nursery and greenhouse crops.  
2 Total may not add due to rounding.  
3 New England as a whole would rank second in the nation.  
 

Farms, Land Use, and Sales of Organically Produced Commodities on Certified and Exempt Organic Farms: 2008 
Item Connecticut Maine Massachusetts New Hampshire Rhode Island Vermont 

       
Organic Farms        

Certified or exempt farms 82 379 174 102 28 467 
Organic Land        

Cropland farms 79 366 164 93 28 446 
 acres 644 20,488 2,925 6,868 174 56,462 
Harvested Cropland farms 72 317 160 85 26 351 
 acres 413 17,532 3,227 2,479 159 44,107 
Pastureland / Rangeland farms 22 153 60 42 7 286 
 acres 478 7,777 1,478 1,579 31 21,047 

Total farms 82 376 169 99 28 463 
 acres 1,122 28,265 4,403 8,447 205 77,509 
  

The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducted
the USDA's first in-depth survey of organic farming in the
United States as a follow-on to the 2007 Census of Agriculture.
NASS collected 2008 data from operators of farms that were
either USDA-certified organic, were making the transition to
organic production, or were exempt from certification because
sales totaled less than $5,000. Numbers in the report do not
include farms that were not USDA-certified or exempt, even if
those farms were following USDA's National Organic Program
standards. 
 
Nearly nine percent of the nation’s certified and exempt organic
farms are in New England. The Organic Production Survey
counted a total of 1,232 organic farms in the six-State region,
which placed New England second only to California in the nation. 
 
Sales of organic milk secured Vermont’s place as first in the
region  
in 2008. Vermont was home to 467 organic farms and ranked
10th nationwide in farm count. Organic sales in the State totaled
$72.9 million, including $25.0 million in crop sales and $47.9
million in sales of livestock, poultry and their products. Milk from
cows generated $44.0 million in sales, 60 percent of Vermont’s
total organic sales. 
 
Maine ranked second in New England and 12th in the US, with 379
organic farms operating in 2008. Organic sales totaled $30.7
million,  

 including $15.6 million in crop sales and $15.0 million in sales of
livestock, poultry and their products. Monies generated from organic 
milk were the largest contributor with $13.7 million in sales, 44
percent of Maine’s total organic sales. 
 
Massachusetts recorded 174 organic farms, with total organic
sales at $15.1 million. Sales of crops totaled $10.3 million, while
sales of livestock, poultry and their products accounted for $4.8
million. The largest share came from sales of organically produced
vegetables, potatoes, and melons. 
  
The number of organic farms in New Hampshire totaled 102 farms,
with sales of $10.7 million. The majority of sales were from
livestock, poultry and their products, accounting for $7.7 million of
total organic sales. Organic crop sales generated $3.0 million in
sales. 
 
Connecticut’s 82 organic farms marketed $5.2 million of organic
products. Crop sales totaled $5.1 million, while sales of livestock,
poultry and their products totaled $25,000. Sales generated from
organic food crops grown under protection totaled $3.2 million, or 61
percent of total organic sales. 
 
Rhode Island’s vegetable and melon sales dominated the
State’s organic industry. There were 28 organic farms
operating in 2008, with total organic sales of $1.1 million, including
$768,744 in sales of organically produced vegetables, potatoes,
 and melons. 
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Selected Organic Vegetables, Potatoes, and Melons Harvested from Certified and Exempt Organic Farms: 2008 
Crop and Geographic Area Harvested Value of Sales 

Farms Acres Quantity Farms Dollars 

All Vegetables, Potatoes, And Melons      
Connecticut  60 203 (X) 60 920,507 
Maine  163 772 (X) 161 3,776,323 
Massachusetts  99 1,019 (X) 99 5,407,406 
New Hampshire  56 158 (X) 56 904,197 
Rhode Island  17 133 (X) 17 768,744 
Vermont  94 540 (X) 94 4,058,219 

Beans, Snap    Tons   
Connecticut  28 10 4 28 11,875 
Maine  68 12 11 67 53,529 
Massachusetts  33 78 142 32 250,640 
New Hampshire  26 7 9 26 32,244 
Rhode Island  9 4 4 9 10,686 
Vermont  24 13 17 24 45,510 

Broccoli    Cwt   
Connecticut  20 6 60 20 14,350 
Maine  53 12 177 52 46,606 
Massachusetts  25 7 142 24 37,081 
New Hampshire  16 (D) 45 16 8,754 
Rhode Island  6 10 200 6 42,024 
Vermont  21 (D) 241 21 34,508 

Cabbage, All    Cwt   
Connecticut  12 4 101 12 11,490 
Maine  55 15 265 55 30,152 
Massachusetts  22 25 2,061 22 153,153 
New Hampshire  13 3 338 11 15,572 
Rhode Island  5 2 83 5 6,641 
Vermont  26 33 5,008 26 321,005 

Cantaloupes And Muskmelons   Cwt   
Connecticut  10 (D) 446 10 10,883 
Maine  16 2 129 15 12,636 
Massachusetts  7 1 93 7 (D) 
New Hampshire  3 1 121 3 15,430 
Rhode Island  5 5 234 5 19,152 
Vermont  15 4 177 15 28,915 

Carrots    Tons   
Connecticut  14 4 4 14 17,253 
Maine  74 16 55 74 173,496 
Massachusetts  33 12 65 33 169,627 
New Hampshire  24 6 31 23 (D) 
Rhode Island  5 1 5 5 9,152 
Vermont  38 18 80 36 153,703 

Cauliflower    Cwt   
Connecticut  3 2 182 3 14,891 
Maine  30 4 114 30 26,020 
Massachusetts  11 4 203 11 30,188 
New Hampshire  4 1 5 4 1,508 
Rhode Island  6 4 329 6 51,300 
Vermont  11 2 149 11 (D) 

Garlic    Cwt   
Connecticut  26 6 136 26 60,173 
Maine  56 17 264 56 128,501 
Massachusetts  30 7 242 30 57,868 
New Hampshire  25 5 135 24 49,814 
Rhode Island  6 2 48 6 6,223 
Vermont  36 14 191 36 92,078 

Herbs, Fresh Cut    Pounds   
Connecticut  19 5 2,323 19 15,746 
Maine  37 5 9,834 36 48,849 
Massachusetts  33 12 81,203 33 238,624 
New Hampshire  11 2 2,760 11 8,317 
Rhode Island  7 2 3,125 7 13,314 
Vermont  15 16 69,622 15 118,225 

Lettuce, All    Cwt   
Connecticut  30 19 257 29 86,104 
Maine  69 80 1,464 69 311,635 
Massachusetts  49 85 10,640 49 1,076,991 
New Hampshire  24 9 1,660 24 (D) 
Rhode Island  11 26 908 11 111,236 
Vermont  47 79 5,640 47 629,685 
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Selected Organic Vegetables, Potatoes, and Melons Harvested from Certified and Exempt Organic Farms: 2008 

Crop and Geographic Area Harvested Value of Sales 
Farms Acres Quantity Farms Acres 

      
Onions, Dry    Tons   

Connecticut  17 4 5 17 16,863 
Maine  61 16 43 61 91,963 
Massachusetts  27 8 26 27 93,367 
New Hampshire  22 5 14 21 48,642 
Rhode Island  7 3 6 7 17,889 
Vermont  28 10 31 28 72,324 

Peas, Green    Tons   
Connecticut  12 2 1 11 5,377 
Maine  61 10 6 61 37,759 
Massachusetts  24 10 6 24 20,065 
New Hampshire  18 3 4 18 18,121 
Rhode Island  3 (D) 1 3 3,000 
Vermont  24 6 8 24 25,569 

Peppers, Bell    Cwt   
Connecticut  27 9 132 25 32,763 
Maine  51 9 127 51 35,306 
Massachusetts  31 24 1,356 31 175,553 
New Hampshire  21 4 62 18 12,119 
Rhode Island  8 6 291 8 29,809 
Vermont  22 9 754 22 68,713 

Potatoes   Cwt   
Connecticut  32 13 1,535 31 45,862 
Maine  79 203 25,663 74 1,166,290 
Massachusetts  35 19 6,087 34 157,592 
New Hampshire  28 14 3,588 26 47,079 
Rhode Island  8 6 1,798 8 21,604 
Vermont  45 28 9,130 45 142,201 

Spinach    Tons   
Connecticut  13 4 1 12 4,135 
Maine  43 (D) (D) 40 234,211 
Massachusetts  24 7 22 24 99,189 
New Hampshire  7 1 3 7 9,497 
Rhode Island  4 (D) 1 4 1,500 
Vermont  21 7 9 21 43,866 

Squash, All    Cwt   
Connecticut  33 38 545 33 73,173 
Maine  72 23 1,055 72 128,492 
Massachusetts  50 149 12,014 50 704,896 
New Hampshire  24 16 582 24 77,683 
Rhode Island  9 13 733 9 35,806 
Vermont  39 69 6,796 39 365,275 

Sweet Corn    Tons   
Connecticut  9 8 18 9 19,084 
Maine  36 18 13 36 31,191 
Massachusetts  18 53 147 18 143,765 
New Hampshire  10 5 15 10 6,967 
Rhode Island  2 (D) (D) 2 (D) 
Vermont  21 53 255 21 161,845 

Tomatoes In The Open   Tons   
Connecticut  41 27 52 40 249,564 
Maine  82 14 31 80 138,223 
Massachusetts  68 37 129 68 518,299 
New Hampshire  34 11 14 31 37,271 
Rhode Island  16 13 29 16 85,845 
Vermont  39 11 24 37 95,300 

Other Vegetables    Pounds   
Connecticut  40 36 50,429 40 216,627 
Maine  90 235 749,314 89 1,064,903 
Massachusetts  61 (D) 1,330,268 61 1,408,887 
New Hampshire  37 62 151,868 36 315,811 
Rhode Island  13 (D) 251,306 13 280,581 
Vermont  53 150 1,856,191 53 1,595,979 
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Selected Organic Fruit Harvested from Certified and Exempt Organic Farms: 2008 

Crop and Geographic 
Area 

Harvested Value Of Sales 
Farms Acres Quantity Farms Dollars 

      
All Fruit Harvested      

Connecticut  9 5 (X) 8 18,815 
Maine  41 394 (X) 41 1,269,099 
Massachusetts  13 32 (X) 13 77,405 
New Hampshire  13 13 (X) 12 17,030 
Rhode Island  2 (D) (X) 2 (D) 
Vermont  18 129 (X) 18 99,016 

Apples    Pounds   
Connecticut  5 4 23,784 5 16,453 
Maine  31 361 3,707,204 31 1,246,714 
Massachusetts  7 28 222,790 7 76,185 
New Hampshire  6 2 (D) 6 (D) 
Vermont  12 119 419,656 12 76,367 

Peaches, All    Tons   
Connecticut  4 (D) (Z) 3 940 
Maine  5 (D) 5 5 12,621 
New Hampshire  5 (D) 1 4 2,007 
Rhode Island  2 (D) (D) 2 (D) 

 
 

Selected Organic Berries Harvested from Certified and Exempt Organic Farms: 2008 
Crop and Geographic 

Area 
Harvested Value Of Sales 

Farms Acres Quantity Farms Acres 
      

All Berries      
Connecticut  24 8 (X) 24 25,010 
Maine  91 357 (X) 88 601,782 
Massachusetts  64 181 (X) 64 1,275,424 
New Hampshire  24 24 (X) 23 49,534 
Rhode Island  10 10 (X) 10 178,206 
Vermont  50 88 (X) 50 552,526 

Blueberries, Tame    Pounds   
Connecticut  11 4 2,752 11 9,260 
Maine  26 65 52,738 24 91,158 
Massachusetts  18 20 42,765 18 114,625 
New Hampshire  15 14 10,877 15 35,214 
Rhode Island  3 (D) 5,205 3 (D) 
Vermont  27 46 139,918 27 173,041 

Cranberries    Barrels   
Connecticut  1 (D) (D) 1 (D) 
Maine  4 (D) (D) 4 (D) 
Massachusetts  15 131 7,719 15 987,498 

Raspberries, All    Pounds   
Connecticut  6 (D) 449 6 1,908 
Maine  26 5 2,763 24 12,862 
Massachusetts  26 (D) 7,899 26 49,706 
New Hampshire  15 5 1,298 14 6,138 
Rhode Island  4 3 18,658 4 49,292 
Vermont  19 14 34,428 19 69,474 

Strawberries    Cwt   
Connecticut  15 (D) 52 15 11,647 
Maine  19 (D) 129 18 (D) 
Massachusetts  25 12 449 25 109,965 
New Hampshire  9 (D) 28 7 6,457 
Rhode Island  5 3 785 5 90,392 
Vermont  26 24 1,794 26 302,981 
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Selected Organic Field Crops Harvested from Certified and Exempt Organic Farms: 2008 

Crop and Geographic Area Harvested Value Of Sales 
Farms Acres Quantity Farms Acres 

      
Oats for Grain or Seed    Bushels   

Maine  9 147 5,353 9 25,110 
Vermont  11 134 6,646 11 33,090 
Barley for Grain or Seed    Bushels   
Maine  3 110 5,071 3 34,379 
Vermont  6 260 7,358 6 61,672 

Corn for Grain or Seed    Bushels   
Connecticut  1 (D) D 1 (D) 
Maine  5 185 20,655 4 62,806 
Massachusetts  2 (D) D 2 (D) 
Vermont  10 363 51,126 10 304,081 

Corn for Silage or Greenchop   Tons   
Maine  6 190 2,667 6 132,205 
Massachusetts  1 (D) D 1 (D) 
Vermont  20 791 11,920 18 454,314 

Hay, All Dry Hay    Tons   
Connecticut  10 171 190 10 29,506 
Maine  91 7,548 15,276 89 1,312,296 
Massachusetts  29 1,430 2,151 29 222,828 
New Hampshire  22 1,321 4,045 20 187,970 
Rhode Island  1 (D) D 1 (D) 
Vermont  201 20,762 47,421 195 4,184,630 

Haylage, Other Silage, or 
Greenchop   Tons   

Maine  52 7,380 36,726 51 1,290,526 
Massachusetts  6 476 2,004 6 126,853 
New Hampshire  9 949 3,165 9 165,454 
Vermont  112 19,769 106,428 106 3,966,271 

Soybeans for Beans    Bushels   
Maine  5 135 4,000 5 65,132 
Vermont  14 540 17,185 14 425,075 

Winter Wheat for Grain or Seed    Bushels   
Maine  6 106 5,095 6 48,406 
Massachusetts  1 (D) D 1 (D) 
Vermont  14 489 19,718 14 208,697 

 
 

Selected Organic Floriculture and Nursery Crops Grown on Certified and Exempt Organic Farms: 2008 
Crop And Geographic Area And Crop Under Glass or Other Protection In the Open Value of Sales 

Farms Square Feet Farms Acres Farms Dollars 
       
Floriculture and Bedding Crops       

Connecticut  5 (D) 8 6 12 17,965 
Maine  13 7,600 20 23 28 78,924 
Massachusetts  17 50,918 24 14 33 206,225 
New Hampshire  8 (D) 11 12 13 76,424 
Rhode Island  4 (D) 7 5 10 104,853 
Vermont  29 96,933 6 4 31 791,957 

Nursery Crops, Including Aquatic 
Plants       

Connecticut  1 (D) 2 (D) 1 (D) 
Maine  2 (D) 11 16 13 97538 
Massachusetts  2 (D) 7 11 7 87280 
New Hampshire  5 (D) 1 (D) 5 31000 
Rhode Island  — — 1 (D) 1 (D) 

 
 

Selected Organic Food Crops Grown Under Protection on Certified And Exempt Organic Farms: 2008 
State Under Glass or Other Protection In the Open Value of Sales 

Farms Square Feet Farms  Farms Square Feet 
       

Connecticut  9 53,436 (X) (X) 9 3,163,883 
Maine  27 80,121 (X) (X) 27 202,635 
Massachusetts  8 52,436 (X) (X) 8 (D) 
New Hampshire  8 (D) (X) (X) 8 36,206 
Vermont  28 188,397 (X) (X) 28 2,218,736 

  



New England Agricultural Statistics, 2009  Organic Farms and Commodities – 132 

 
Organic Maple Syrup produced and Value of sales: 2008 

State Farms Number of Taps Syrup Produced Value of Sales 
   Gallons Dollars 
     
Connecticut  4 (D) (D) 5231 
Maine  38 930,641 174,333 6,560,439 
Massachusetts  6 (D) 790 (D) 
New Hampshire  9 129,454 50,427 1,518,530 
Vermont  63 655,657 219,330 7,358,746 

 
Selected Organic Livestock and Poultry on Certified and Exempt Organic Farms: 2008 

Commodity and  
Geographic Area 

Inventory Sales 
Farms Peak Dec. 31, 2008 Farms Number Dollars 

       
Milk Cows       

Maine  64 3,969 3,773 57 640 408,971 
Massachusetts  8 395 386 8 116 104,138 
New Hampshire  14 489 384 8 150 162,011 
Vermont  182 13,100 12,653 135 1837 1,335,064 

Beef Cows       
Connecticut  2 (D) (D) 1 (D) (D) 
Maine  27 374 276 19 115 165,772 
Massachusetts  9 95 85 4 21 (D) 
New Hampshire  6 55 43 4 9 7,807 
Vermont  51 1,165 1,017 17 164 129,719 

All Other Cattle and Calves       
Connecticut  1 (D) (D) 1 (D) (D) 
Maine  52 2,724 2,483 36 969 461,594 
Massachusetts  15 479 465 8 136 156,205 
New Hampshire  13 369 242 9 191 83,038 
Vermont  175 9,105 8,425 124 3,902 2,138,645 

Hogs and Pigs       
Connecticut  1 (D) — — — — 
Maine  13 110 44 10 90 28,340 
Massachusetts  3 (D) (D) 2 (D) (D) 
New Hampshire  3 (D) - 3 (D) (D) 
Vermont  16 425 44 10 406 126,190 

Sheep and Lambs       
Connecticut  1 (D) (D) - - - 
Maine  14 326 226 7 97 17,623 
Massachusetts  10 164 101 10 82 12,867 
New Hampshire  4 57 33 3 14 1,750 
Rhode Island  1 (D) — — - - 
Vermont  12 174 138 6 39 4,500 

Chickens, Layers       
Connecticut  11 334 242 2 (D) (D) 
Maine  46 3,702 2,965 5 421 (D) 
Massachusetts  29 (D) (D) 3 (D) (D) 
New Hampshire  13 (D) (D) 3 (D) (D) 
Rhode Island  1 (D) - - - - 
Vermont  49 3,301 2,294 7 711 3,309 

Chickens - Broilers       
Connecticut  3 (D) — 2 (D) (D) 
Maine  13 7,936 (D) 9 (D) (D) 
Massachusetts  4 835 (D) 4 835 (D) 
New Hampshire  2 (D) - 2 (D) (D) 
Vermont  14 4,083 (D) 12 4300 44,477 

Turkeys       
Connecticut  3 (D) (D) 2 (D) (D) 
Maine  6 715 — 5 505 22,688 
Massachusetts  6 86 (D) 4 (D) (D) 
Vermont  10 880 (D) 8 381 (D) 
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Organic Production Expenses on Certified and Exempt Organic Farms:  2008 

Item Connecticut Maine Massachusetts New Hampshire Rhode Island Vermont 
       
Total organic production  farms 81 379 172 102 27 465 
expenses $1,000  3,154 19,210 11,217 6,303 746 52,706 
Average per farm dollars 38,936 50,686 65,213 61,795 27,613 113,346 
Organic certification expense farms 37 276 80 79 22 410 
 $1,000  30 169 (D) 54 6 569 
Fertilizer, lime, and soil  farms 52 195 118 51 24 218 
conditioners $1,000  105 469 356 117 36 917 
Chemicals & beneficial insects, farms 31 116 80 33 17 129 
 $1,000  38 314 123 14 6 134 
Gasoline, fuels, and oils farms 65 310 140 91 22 437 
 $1,000  214 1,606 490 188 49 3,629 
Seed, plants, vines, trees farms 69 206 116 73 23 213 
 $1,000  429 508 537 116 47 818 
Hired labor and contract labor farms 24 188 71 38 13 272 
 $1,000  1,119 3,780 4,139 1,466 219 9,678 
Livestock purchased or leased farms 7 45 22 12 1 78 
 $1,000  3 265 90 198 (D) 483 
Feed purchased farms 13 114 40 26 2 244 
 $1,000  17 4,688 (D) 2,219 (D) 15,281 
Interest expense farms 14 98 30 29 9 226 
 $1,000  88 648 238 371 (D) 2,100 
Property taxes paid farms 57 270 96 80 14 389 
 $1,000  179 859 295 383 53 1,812 
Rent and lease expenses farms 13 101 57 16 14 190 
 $1,000  26 457 320 38 53 1,321 
Custom work and custom hauling farms 13 78 31 10 1 152 
 $1,000  32 255 137 12 (D) 1,388 
Repairs, supplies, and  farms 61 288 118 86 20 421 
maintenance $1,000  309 2,519 996 424 65 6,233 
Utilities farms 49 212 83 64 16 359 
 $1,000  230 803 393 280 19 2,468 
All other production expenses farms 47 214 94 65 21 321 
 $1,000  335 1,871 1,317 423 167 5,876 

 
 


