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ON-FARM ENERGY PRODUCTION 

Renewable energy is energy that comes from natural 
sources (sun, wind, water, biomass, and geothermal) and 
is renewable or naturally replenished. Renewable energy 
differs not only from fossil energy sources such as 
petroleum, gas, and coal, but also from nuclear energy. 
 
The 2009 On-Farm Energy Production Survey is a follow-
on survey to the 2007 Census of Agriculture. It is the first 
on-farm renewable energy production survey conducted 
on the national level by the United States Department 
 

 Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service  
 
The 2009 OEPS provides additional information on energy 
produced by wind turbines, solar panels, and methane 
digesters that were in operation on farms in 2009. Wind 
turbines located on farm operations under a wind rights 
lease agreement are considered commercial and were 
excluded from this survey. Methane digesters not owned 
and operated by the farm operation were not included in 
the survey. 

 
ON-FARM ENERGY PRODUCTION: Wind Turbines,  

Methane Digesters, Solar Panels, and Average Dollars Saved, 2009 

State 

Total 
Farms 

Reporting 
Renewable 

Energy 
Generation 

Small Wind Turbines 
(1 – 100 kW) 

Methane Digesters Solar Panels Average 
Dollars 

Saved On 
2009 Utility 

Bills Per 
Farm 

Number of 
Farms 

Number of 
Turbines 

Number of 
Farms 

Number of 
Methane 
Digesters 

Number of 
Farms 

Farms Reporting 

Photo-Voltaic 
Solar Panels 

Thermal Solar 
Panels 

 Number Dollars 
Connecticut 28 1 (D) (D) (D) 26 23 10 2,061 
Maine 108 32 34 — — 97 87 27 1,221 
Massachusetts 78 22 30 — — 63 50 22 917 
New Hampshire 49 11 11 — — 49 35 26 1,162 
Rhode Island 13 2 (D) — — 12 10 6 3,138 
Vermont 128 43 54 8 8 110 103 28 2,948 

NEW ENGLAND 404 111 (D) (D) (D) 357 308 119 (NA) 
UNITED STATES 8,569 1,406 1,831 121 140 7,968 7,236 1,835 2,406 

 

— Represents zero.  
(D) Not reported to avoid disclosing individual operations. 
kW Kilowatt. 

(NA) Not Available.  
 


