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HONEY PRODUCTION

United States honey production in 2015 from producers with five or more colonies totaled 157 million pounds, down 12 percent from
2014. There were 2.66 million colonies from which honey was harvested in 2015, down 3 percent from 2014. Yield of honey harvested
per colony averaged 58.9 pounds, down 10 percent from the 65.1 pounds in 2014. Colonies which produced honey in more than one
State were counted in each State where the honey was produced. Therefore, at the United States level yield per colony may be
understated, but total production would not be impacted. Colonies were not included if honey was not harvested. Producer honey stocks
were 42.2 million pounds on December 15, 2015, up 2 percent from a year earlier. Stocks held by producers exclude those held under
the commodity loan program.

United States honey production in 2015 from producers with less than five colonies totaled 720 thousand pounds. There were 23
thousand colonies from which honey was harvested in 2015, with an average yield of 31.3 pounds harvested per colony. This yield is
27.6 pounds less than what was pulled per colony on operations with five or more colonies. Comparisons to 2014 are unavailable because
no data prior to 2015 was collected for operations with less than five colonies.

United States honey prices decreased during 2015 to 209.0 cents per pound, down 4 percent from a record high of 217.3 cents per pound
in 2014. United States and State level prices reflect the portions of honey sold through cooperatives, private, and retail channels. Prices
for each color class are derived by weighting the quantities sold for each marketing channel. Prices for the 2014 crop reflect honey sold
in 2014 and 2015. Some 2014 honey was sold in 2015, which caused some revisions to the 2014 honey prices. Price data was not
collected for operations with less than five colonies.

For a full copy of the Honey report please visit www.nass.usda.gov. For state specific questions please contact:

Arizona — Dave DeWalt 1-800-645-7286
Colorado — William R. Meyer 1-800-392-3202
Montana — Eric Sommer 1-800-835-2612
New Mexico — Longino Bustillos 1-800-530-8810
Utah — John Hilton 1-800-747-8522
Wyoming — Rhonda Brandt 1-800-892-1660

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community."
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