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2001 WEATHER SUMMARY

JANUARY temperatures averaged 2.9 degrees warmer
than normal. Precipitation totals averaged quite a bit below
normal. This made it the driest January since 1988 and the
9" driest in the last 107 years.

For the fifth time in the last six years, FEBRUARY
temperatures averaged warmer than normal. The average
temperature was 3.2 degrees warmer than normal. The
lowest was -20 degrees at Highmarket on the 12". In
western New York, temperatures in the 60's were
recorded on the 10" and 25". The state averaged 88% of
the normal precipitation. The greatest snowfall total this
month was 48.8 inches at Hooker.

MARCH was the coolest in New York State since 1996.
The average temperature of 28.3 degrees was 3.5 degrees
cooler than normal. March 2001 was an exceptionally wet
month. With a state average of 5.07 inches, this month
trailed only 1913 with 5.62 inches and 1936 with 5.46 inches
on the list of wettest Marches on record. The state overall
averaged 177% of normal. The greatest snowfall total inthe
state this month was 76.8 inches at Hooker. The state
averaged 39 inches of snow.

APRIL was warmer than normal throughout most of New
York State. The western part of the state was particularly
warm. Overall , the state averaged 1.4 degrees warmer
than normal for the warmest April since 1998. This month
was the driest April on record for New York State. The state
averaged just 1.18 inches of precipitation, which
represented only 36% of normal. The old record was 1.21
inches set in 1896.

MAY was the fourth warmer-than-normal month in 2001.
The only month that was cooler than normal so far this year
was March. Overall, the state averaged 2.6 degrees warmer
than normal. Oceaside reached 94 degrees and Stormville
reported a high of 95 degrees. The month’s lowest
temperature was 22 degrees at Big Moose, Piseco and Ray
Brook. Precipitation was much closer to normal. The state
averaged 83% of normal for the month.

Temperatures in JUNE averaged 1.9 degrees warmer than
normal. This was the fifth warmer-than-normal month in
2001. Most places saw the mercury top the 90 degree mark
during the latter half of the month. Precipitation averaged
4.24 inches which was 110% of normal.

JULY was the third coolest July since 1976 and the 11"
coolest July on record. The month averaged 2.1 degrees
cooler than normal. The State only averaged 66% of the

normal monthly precipitation amount. It was the eighth
driest July on record and the driest since 1983.

AUGUST brought record-breaking heat to New York.
The month was the 5" warmest August on record and
the warmest since 1959. Average temperature was 4.2
degrees warmer than normal. August marked a
continuation of the dry weather pattern that has
persisted for the past few months. The state averaged
3.01 inches of rain, which was 77% of nomal. The
Palmer Drought severity index (long-term) indicated
severe drought conditions across the Great Lakes
Climate Division at the end of the month. Other areas
were classified as experiencing moderate drought.

Temperatures during SEPTEMBER averaged 0.9
degrees warmer than normal. September brought some
relief from the dry conditions the state has been
experiencing. Overall, the state received an average of
113% of the normal monthly precipitation amount.

Temperatures during the month of OCTOBER averaged
2.5 degrees warmer than normal. This was the state’s
warmest October since 1995 and 25th warmest in 107
years of record. The state recorded 72% of normal
precipitation. This October was the 33" driest on record.

New York had its third warmest NOVEMBER in 107
years of record. Only the November of 1931 and 1948
were warmer. Temperature for the month averaged
above the long-term normal. This month was the
second driest November since 1978 in New York State
with only 59% of the normal precipitation. November
was also noteworthy for its lack of snowfall. Buffalo
recorded its first snow-free November in 122 years of
record.

DECEMBER 2001 was the warmest December on record
for New York State. The December 2001 average of 33.8
degrees was 8.3 degrees warmer than normal and exceeded
the previous record of 33.7 degrees set in 1923.
Precipitation averaged 84% of normal. A massive lake-effect
snowstorm battered the Lake Erie and Lake Ontario
snowbelts from December 24 through January 1. Total
snowfall from this storm was 81.6 inches in Buffalo and 127
inches at Montague (Tug Hill Plateau). Buffalo’s total monthly
snowfall of 82.7 inches is a new record for any month,
smashing their previous record of 68.4 inches in December
1985. Apart from the areas experiencing the heavy lake-
effect snow, snowfall amounts were generally below
December normals.
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Table 80. TEMPERATURE: Normals by Months at Selected Stations

Station Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Year
Degrees F.

Albany 20.7 235 342 464 576 66.7 718 694 612 502 396 266 473
Batavia 235 246 345 46.0 574 664 707 685 621 514 406 288 4738
Binghamton 212 228 325 442 558 640 691 671 595 487 383 266 459
Bridgehampton 30,0 311 381 46,6 561 655 714 709 640 540 450 351 505
Buffalo 237 246 338 451 565 658 711 689 619 511 405 291 477
Canton 149 165 288 421 541 631 682 658 581 468 36.0 21.0 43.0
Chazy 16.2 181 297 430 554 644 691 666 583 475 36.1 223 439
Cooperstown 205 223 322 433 549 631 676 662 588 484 379 259 450
Dansville 239 250 343 453 565 655 702 684 613 507 408 297 477
Elmira 228 241 340 450 558 646 696 676 603 489 396 284 46.8
Fredonia 250 257 352 46.0 572 664 709 691 631 529 423 309 487
Geneva 225 234 331 448 559 651 703 685 612 502 399 280 469
Glens Falls 189 217 325 450 568 651 70.0 67.6 59.7 487 374 243 457
Gloversville 181 199 309 439 556 644 691 669 586 478 365 243 446
Ithaca 216 226 329 439 549 639 685 66.7 59.7 489 392 277 459
Liberty 205 226 322 437 545 628 676 658 583 477 376 257 450
Little Valley 208 216 313 424 531 621 666 649 583 478 378 26.8 444
Lowville 156 174 289 419 538 628 675 653 572 466 352 223 428
Massena 144 165 284 476 550 639 691 664 579 469 352 203 43.0
New York City 315 331 414 514 617 711 763 754 682 574 473 365 541
Riverhead 306 316 396 486 592 684 734 725 658 556 459 356 522
Rochester 237 246 342 459 570 649 702 680 617 511 405 291 475
Syracuse 225 241 338 457 570 653 703 684 613 505 405 284 473
Utica 201 219 322 446 563 648 702 682 603 491 385 259 459
Watertown 18.1 194 311 437 558 648 703 684 603 487 381 244 451

Table 81. PRECIPITATION: Normals by Months at Selected Stations

Station Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Year
Inches

Albany 2.4 2.3 2.9 3.0 3.4 3.6 3.2 3.5 2.9 2.8 3.2 2.9 36.2
Batavia 1.6 1.8 2.0 3.1 3.3 3.8 3.0 3.8 3.6 3.0 3.0 25 34.5
Binghamton 24 23 2.8 3.1 3.4 3.6 3.5 3.4 3.3 29 3.3 3.0 37.0
Bridgehampton 4.2 3.8 41 4.0 3.8 3.6 3.0 3.4 3.5 3.4 4.5 4.3 45.7
Buffalo 2.7 2.3 2.7 2.9 3.1 3.5 3.1 4.2 3.5 3.1 3.8 3.7 38.6
Canton 1.9 1.9 2.1 2.8 3.0 3.3 3.4 4.2 3.8 3.2 3.4 2.8 35.8
Chazy 1.5 1.6 1.8 2.6 3.0 3.0 3.4 4.1 3.1 2.9 2.8 2.4 32.1
Cooperstown 2.4 2.2 3.0 3.3 3.6 4.2 3.5 3.5 3.7 3.0 3.4 3.1 39.0
Dansville 1.4 1.5 1.8 2.8 29 3.8 3.0 3.2 3.4 26 27 21 31.2
Elmira 1.8 2.0 2.3 2.7 3.2 3.8 3.4 3.0 3.1 2.8 2.9 2.3 33.3
Fredonia 2.3 21 2.6 3.2 3.1 3.7 3.6 4.0 4.6 3.9 4.2 3.4 40.7
Geneva 1.8 1.8 21 29 3.0 3.7 29 3.1 3.2 29 3.1 25 32.9
Glens Falls 2.7 2.6 3.4 3.7 4.4 3.9 3.7 4.3 3.8 3.4 4.0 3.5 43.4
Gloversville 2.8 2.6 3.3 3.5 4.0 4.0 3.7 3.9 3.8 3.3 3.8 3.5 42.4
Ithaca 1.8 2.0 2.3 2.9 3.3 3.8 3.4 3.4 3.5 3.2 3.1 2.6 35.4
Liberty 3.4 3.3 3.5 4.4 4.6 4.6 4.3 4.4 3.9 3.7 4.3 4.0 48.3
Little Valley 3.4 3.1 3.5 3.8 3.9 4.5 4.0 4.5 4.7 4.1 4.8 4.7 491
Lowville 3.0 2.5 2.8 3.1 3.0 3.5 3.3 3.8 3.8 3.4 4.1 3.7 401
Massena 21 2.0 21 2.6 25 3.1 3.2 3.7 3.5 2.8 3.1 3.2 34.1
New York City 3.0 29 3.6 3.8 3.8 3.6 4.1 3.7 3.4 3.0 3.8 3.4 421
Riverhead 4.0 3.6 3.9 41 3.8 3.7 3.3 3.8 3.2 3.5 4.3 4.1 45.3
Rochester 21 21 2.3 2.6 2.7 3.0 2.7 3.4 3.0 2.4 2.9 2.7 32.0
Syracuse 2.3 2.1 2.8 3.3 3.3 3.8 3.8 3.5 3.8 3.2 3.7 3.2 38.9
Utica 3.5 3.0 3.4 3.6 3.7 4.1 3.8 3.8 4.3 3.4 4.3 4.2 451
Watertown 3.3 2.4 2.6 29 3.2 3.4 2.8 4.1 4.2 3.7 4.4 4.0 40.9
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Table 82. TEMPERATURE: Monthly Average Temperatures at Selected Stations, 2001

Station Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May  June July Aug.  Sept Oct. Nov. Dec.
Degrees F.

Albany 24.6 26.9 309 474 58.9 68.4 68.9 73.7 62.4 519 4438 34.2
Batavia 27.7 29.4 30.6 49.3 60.7 67.9 69.4 73.2 62.9 53.9 487 36.6
Binghamton 24.2 258 282 46.0 56.8 65.0 65.5 70.7 58.2 499 443 33.5
Bridgehamton 29.3 32.6 36.4 47.2 58.1 68.4 67.8 73.7 63.5 543 48.2 41.4
Buffalo 27.0 28.2 31.1 47.3 58.8 67.0 69.8 73.0 62.7 53.0 46.9 35.9
Canton 17.2 196 259 43.7 58.5 65.4 67.2 71.5 61.0 51.1 42.0 31.9
Chazy 17.1 18.9 27.0 441 59.2 66.8 67.8 71.6 61.2 51.7  42.0 32.7
Coopertown 23.2 241 26.5 435 57.5 64.6 64.9 70.3 58.6 495 426 33.4
Dansville 26.9 29.0 30.7 476 59.2 66.7 68.5 72.8 61.5 524  46.7 36.8
Elmira 1/ 283 299 4641 57.8 65.7 67.7 71.3 59.4 50.0 438 35.4
Fredonia 27.7 30.2 33.2 50.8 61.7 68.1 70.5 72.8 63.3 55.5 50.8 38.8
Geneva 25.0 275 288 4641 59.0 66.2 68.2 72.3 61.4 51.8 457 36.2
Glens Falls 1/ 23.9 294 45.2 57.6 66.5 66.3 69.8 579 48.0 405 31.1
Gloversville 21.4 227 273 43.9 57.6 65.7 66.0 70.4 59.0 491 1/ 32.1
Ithaca 24.4 26.6 28.2 45.6 58.6 65.3 66.9 70.7 59.8 515 451 35.5
Liberty 22.7 241 28.1 44.5 55.3 63.7 64.3 68.4 58.2 49.1 41.3 32.8
Little Valley 22.0 248 263 442 54.2 61.9 63.8 66.8 56.6 48.2  43.9 324
Lowville 19.6 20.6 249 418 56.7 63.2 65.1 69.1 58.0 489 414 31.5
Massena 1/ 1/ 1/ 426 1/ 653 66.1 69.6 58.8 48.7 408 29.5
New York City 33.7 35.9 39.6 54.0 63.6 73.0 73.2 78.7 67.7 58.5 52.7 441
Riverhead 31.1 34.7 37.9 51.7 61.9 71.5 71.6 75.8 67.0 57.8 50.7 433
Rochester 26.6 28.6 30.3 477 59.5 66.7 69.0 72.2 61.2 524 471 35.9
Syracuse 25.8 276 299 47.8 59.3 67.2 69.4 73.7 62.3 53.3 473 36.8
Utica 26.1 248 278 450 57.6 65.1 66.6 71.2 60.1 50.5 447 33.5
Watertown 20.0 229 27.8 441 56.9 64.1 66.7 70.3 59.9 50.9 437 33.3

Table 83 PRECIPITATION: Monthly Precipitation at Selected Stations, 2001

Station Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May  June July Aug.  Sept Oct. Nov. Dec.
Inches

Albany 1.00 1.85 5.50 1.33 3.21 3.78 3.59 210 1.64 1.26 1.38 1.95
Batavia 1.07 1.01 1.61 0.77 3.84 1.62 0.71 1.74 2.82 523 267 1.43
Binghamton 0.95 1.56 5.41 0.73 1.99 8.60 2.50 2.21 4.61 1.60 1.84 2.29
Bridgehamton 3.79 3.15 10.7 1.72 423 5.45 3.22 6.31 5.60 2.28 0.33 2.49
Buffalo 215 2.33 3.31 1.27 4.28 1.36 0.73 213 345 434 3.35 6.48
Canton 1.07 204 244 0.49 2.35 1.79 239 415 424 3.83 245 2.05
Chazy 1/ 0.04 1/ 0.28 1.96 5.47 2.09 3.87 2.07 1.01 2.36 1/
Coopertown 1.64 2.16 6.18 1.50 3.29 442 3.79 0.41 4.19 136 2.15 2.21
Dansville 0.22 1.03 257 0.92 2.52 1.49 1.13 2.94 2.40 1.83 219 3.00
Elmira 1/ 0.64 5.41 1.39 1.78 3.16 1.54 1.63 5.95 1.76 1.36 2.28
Fredonia 1.48 1.62 237 1.46 3.28 1.78 253 2.55 3.34 5.10 3.08 3.98
Geneva 0.92 0.86 4.38 1.16 2.33 5.10 1.98 235 4.1 1.83 2.08 2.61
Glens Falls 1/ 1.42 3.70 0.73 280 5.03 3.16 297 291 1.66 1.7 1.81
Gloversville 3.35 242 6.76 1.37 394 445 282 1.98 3.41 1.39 230 2.16
Ithaca 1.08 1.14 5.53 0.79 2.04 4.85 3.51 3.62 5.91 1.80 2.15 2.23
Liberty 1.45 2.84 5.15 1.68 3.93 6.19 2.16 2.51 6.07 1.1 1.14 3.73
Little Valley 0.91 210 2.68 268 285 483 1.71 1.1 432 438 3.00 2.70
Lowville 0.99 299 462 1.04 2.76 3.48 239 2.89 6.48 425 296 3.78
Massena 1/ 1/ 1/ 049 1/ 229 2.03 3.53 3.53 3.98 232 1.76
New York City 3.16 1.95 7.48 1.58 2.03 529 204 2.56 5.30 0.66 1.36 2.24
Riverhead 3.78 217 10.4 1.69 6.44 6.08 343 486 298 1.97 0.53 2.24
Rochester 1.95 226 413 119  2.66 1.84 1.80 4.30 3.15 2.28 1.90 1.72
Syracuse 1.57 1.77 5.38 1.53 2.24 3.58 208 484 4.05 215 292 219
Utica 1.35 1.84 4.29 1.80 2.88 8.12 2.34 3.54 413 3.14 2.80 1.85
Watertown 1.00 212 1.68 0.61 2.84 2.24 0.94 3.95 3.35 4.36 2,77 3.55

1/ Data not available.
Weather information and data furnished in cooperation by National Weather Service, NOAA, U.S. Dept. of Commerce.



New York Agricultural Statistics Other Agricultural Statistics 71

Table 84. GROWING DEGREE DAYS: Selected Stations, April-October, 2001 1/

_ Season Departure
Station Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Total from
normal

Albany 66 275 554 592 736 377 162 2,781 143
Batavia 118 334 546 608 726 396 2/ 2/ 2/
Binghamton 60 218 456 483 651 259 134 2,270 -84
Bridgehamton 41 266 561 562 745 417 178 2,761 122
Buffalo 67 284 518 621 715 391 176 2,777 144
Canton 42 307 472 543 674 339 158 2,532 442
Cooperstown 48 250 452 464 635 274 2/ 2/ 2/
Dansville 2/ 302 507 587 718 354 164 2/ 2/
Elmira 61 213 456 501 630 241 111 2,213 2/
Fredonia 2/ 375 546 641 715 406 222 3,050 506
Glens Falls 47 238 499 516 620 249 9 2,274 -58
Ithaca 66 274 466 529 649 304 155 2,443 191
Liberty 57 182 422 2/ 582 267 107 2/ 2/
Little Valley 2/ 2/ 2/ 439 2/ 222 2/ 2/ 2/
Lowville 28 238 409 476 601 263 106 2,121 2/
Massena 20 242 464 492 2/ 278 111 2/ 2/
New York City 147 416 727 760 891 553 291 3,790 85
Riverhead 120 372 651 677 809 516 273 3,418 487
Rochester 86 294 502 592 688 337 164 2,688 -15
Syracuse 74 298 525 607 741 375 190 2,810 179
Utica 48 248 463 519 660 307 146 2,408 -56
Watertown 42 235 427 522 2/ 305 146 2,327 102

1/ One growing degree day is accumulated for each whole degree that the daily mean temperature is above 50 degrees
Fahrenheit.
2/ Data not available.



