
2016

North Carolina



Dear Readers,
Agriculture and agribusiness in North Carolina continues 
to grow, fueled in part by ag exports and the “buy 
local” movement.

I am proud that it remains our state’s No. 1 industry, 
with food, fiber and forestry contributing $84 billion 
to our economy and employing more than 686,000 
people. This is a vibrant industry with the potential to 
grow to $100 billion in the near future, especially as 
we focus efforts on recruiting and developing food 
manufacturing business in the state. 

As this book aptly points out, North Carolina has tremendous agricultural resources, perfect 
for turning into food and natural products. Focusing efforts on attracting and growing food 
manufacturing here just makes good business sense to me, and I am excited that as a state we are 
working to accomplish this. 

I mentioned the importance of agricultural exports to our farming community and to the economy. 
Our latest numbers point to nearly $4.2 billion in ag exports, not including $1.5 billion in exports 
of forestry products. But the more important number to mention is that roughly 95 percent of the 
world population lives outside the United States. That represents tremendous market potential. 
More and more agribusiness companies in our state are looking to sell their products abroad. 

But, interest in exports does not mean growers and agribusiness owners are ignoring local markets. 
In fact, the “buy local” movement continues to remain strong. You see examples of its staying 
power in grocery stores that highlight the North Carolina farmers whose products are being sold. 
You also see it in restaurants that regularly include local products and commodities on their menus, 
and you see it in the success of N.C. farmers markets and roadside stands.

I believe people have discovered that food grown and harvested in the state is fresher and just 
tastes better. And that is a great selling point.

I am optimistic about the future of agriculture and agribusiness in the state. We can all do our part 
to support North Carolina agriculture by asking for and buying local products when available. 

This book provides a snapshot of the great diversity of North Carolina agricultural commodities, 
from horticultural crops to livestock. Our farmers truly help feed the world. 

Thank you for your interest in North Carolina agriculture, and remember, when you want the best, 
it’s Got to Be NC.

Sincerely, 

Steven W. Troxler
N.C. Commissioner of Agriculture
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE

Mission
The National Agricultural Statistics Service provides timely, accurate, 

and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. 

Overview
The USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of surveys every year 

and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture. Production and supplies of food 
and fiber, prices paid and received by farmers, farm labor and wages, farm finances, chemical use, 

and changes in the demographics of U.S. producers are only a few examples. 

NASS is committed to providing timely, accurate, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.

To uphold our continuing commitment, NASS will:

• Report the facts on American agriculture, facts needed by people working in and depending upon 
U.S. agriculture.

• Provide objective and unbiased statistics on a preannounced schedule that is fair and impartial to all 
market participants.

• Conduct the Census of Agriculture every five years, providing the only source of consistent, 
comparable, and detailed agricultural data for every county in America.

• Serve the needs of our data users and customers at a local level through our network of State field 
offices and our cooperative relationship with universities and State Departments of Agriculture.

• Safeguard the privacy of farmers, ranchers, and other data providers, with a guarantee that 
confidentiality and data security continue to be our top priorities. 

NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF  AGRICULTURE
AND CONSUMER SERVICES

Mission
To provide services that promote and improve agriculture, agribusiness and forests; protect consumers and 

businesses; and conserve farmland and natural resources for the prosperity of all North Carolinians. 

Overview
The N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services' divisions have responsibilities
 in regulatory and service areas covering agronomy; animal health; weights and measures; 

gas and oil inspection; crop and livestock statistics; USDA commodity distribution; state farm operations; 
food, drug and cosmetic testing for purity; agricultural marketing and promotion; agricultural marketing grading; 

international agricultural crop and livestock marketing; operation of the North Carolina State Fair and 
North Carolina Mountain State Fair; operation of four state farmers markets; research station operations; 

seed and fertilizer inspection; nursery and plant pest eradication activities; 
regulation of the structural pest control industry; agricultural environmental issues; 

soil and water conservation; forest management and protection; 
state and federal agricultural legislation; and agricultural economic analysis.
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