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USDA Forecasts Increased Yields for North Carolina Corn, Peanuts and Cotton 

“The September 1 crop production report, forecasts indicate an increase in corn, peanut and cotton yields.  Soybean yield is expected to 
decrease slightly to 35 bushels per acre, yet remain above the 2015 yield. Rain from the recent tropical storm Hermine brought some 
much-needed relief to the eastern part of North Carolina with limited amounts of damage.” -  Dee Webb, North Carolina state statistician. 

Corn for grain 

 Yield is forecast at 138 bushels per acre, up 8 bushels from 
last month’s forecast of 130 bushels per acre. 

 Production is forecast to total 129.7 million bushels, up 57% 
from the 82.5 million bushels produced last year.  

 Harvested acres are forecast at 940,000, up from the 730,000 
acres harvested in 2015. 

 

Cotton 

 Yield is forecast at 960 pounds per acre, up 17 pounds from 
the August forecast of 943 pounds per acre.   

 Production is forecast at 550,000 bales, up 4% from last 
year’s production of 527,000 bales.  

 Harvested acres are expected to total 275,000 acres 
compared with 355,000 acres harvested in 2015. 
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Peanuts 

 Yield per acre is forecast at 3,900 pounds, up 100 pounds per 
acre from last month’s forecast of 3,800. 

 Production is forecast at 394 million pounds, up 32% from 
last year’s production of 299 million pounds.  

 Harvested acres are projected at 101,000 acres, up 13,000 
acres from 2015. 

 

Soybeans 

 Yield is forecast to average 35 bushels per acre, down 1 
bushel from the August 1 forecast.   

 Production is forecast to total 56 million bushels, down 2% 
from last year’s production of 57 million bushels.  

 Harvested acres are projected at 1.6 million, down 11% from 
last year. 

   

 

 

 

 

August 1 September

Corn for Grain Bu. 730 940 113 130 138 82,490 129,720 +57

Cotton: Upland 
1

Lb. 355 275 713 943 960 527 550 +4

Peanuts Lb. 88 101 3,400 3,800 3,900 299,200 393,900 +32

Potatoes Cwt. 12.7 12.8 210 - 225 2,667 2,880 +8

Soybeans Bu. 1,790 1,600 32 36 35 57,280 56,000 -2

Tobacco: Flue Cured Lb. 172 165 2,400 2,200 2,200 378,400 363,000 -4

Tobacco: Burley Lb. 1.0 0.9 1,850 1,700 1,900 1,850 1,710 -8
1 Production in 480-lb. net w eight bales. 
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NASS provides accurate, timely, useful and objective statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.  The Agency invites you to express your thoughts and provide occasional feedback on our products and services by 

joining a data user community. To join, sign in at http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for “NASS Data User Community.  

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-

9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
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