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NORTH DAKOTA CROP PRODUCTION REPORT 
 

FARGO, N.D. October 12, 2023 - Based on October 1 conditions, North Dakota's 2023 corn 

production is forecast at 509 million bushels, up 47% from last year's production, according to 

the USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service. Area to be harvested for grain, at 

3.74 million acres, is up 41% from a year ago. Yield is forecast at 136 bushels per acre, up 

5 bushels from last year. 

 

Soybean production is forecast at 203 million bushels, up 2% from last year. Area for harvest, at 

6.15 million acres, is up 8% from 2022. Yield is forecast at 33.0 bushels per acre, down 

2 bushels from last year.  

 

Dry edible bean production is forecast at 8.06 million cwt, down 22% from 2022. Area for 

harvest, at 510,000 acres, is down 9% from last year. Yield is estimated at 1,580 pounds per acre, 

down 260 pounds per acre from last year. 

 

Sugarbeet production is forecast at 6.32 million tons, down 3% from 2022. Area for harvest, at 

228,000 acres, is down 8% from last year. Yield is estimated at 27.7 tons per acre, up 1.60 tons 

per acre from a year ago. 

 

All sunflower production is forecast at 1.08 billion pounds, down 20% from last year. Acreage 

for harvest, at 556,000 acres, is down 142,000 acres from 2022. Yield is forecast at  

1,938 pounds per acre, up 17.0 pounds per acre from a year ago and a record high if realized. Of 

the acres for harvest, non-oil sunflowers account for 71,000 acres and oil sunflowers account for 

485,000 acres. 

 

Canola production is forecast at a record high 3.40 billion pounds, up 5% from last year. 

Acreage for harvest, at 1.90 million acres, is up 6% from 2022 year and a record high if realized. 

Yield is forecast at 1,790 pounds per acre, down 30.0 pounds per acre from a year ago.  

 

Alfalfa hay production, at 3.19 million tons, is up 48% from last year. Area for harvest, at 

1.30 million acres, is up 18% from a year ago. Yield of 2.45 tons per acre, is up 0.50 ton from 

2022 year and a record high if realized. All other hay production, at 2.09 million tons, is up 24% 

from last year. Area for harvest, at 1.10 million acres, is up 5% from a year ago. Yield of 1.90 

tons per acre, is up 0.30 ton from 2022 and ties a record high if realized.  

 

Access the National publication for this release at:  

https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/tm70mv177  

 

Access the National Crop Production Executive Briefing at: 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Newsroom/Executive_Briefings/2023/10-12-2023.pdf  
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NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and is committed to providing timely, 
accurate and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. 
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Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at 
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Find agricultural statistics for your county, State, and the Nation at www.nass.usda.gov 
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