
NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and is committed to providing timely, accurate and 
useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. 

We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at http://bit.ly/NASS_Subscriptions and search for the “NASS Data User 

Community.” 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 

the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 

(English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 

 
 

 

NEWS RELEASE 
NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 

United States Department of Agriculture • Northern Plains Region 

1805 NDSU Research Park Dr., Fargo, ND  58102 • (800) 582-6443 

www.nass.usda.gov 

   

USDA NASS ANNOUNCES RELEASE OF 2017 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE 

 

FARGO, N.D. April 11, 2019 – Data from the United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 

National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 2017 Census of Agriculture show the number of farms 

in North Dakota during 2017 was 26,364, down 15 percent from the 2012 Census of Agriculture.  Land 

in farms, at 39.3 million acres was up less than 1 percent from that reported five years prior.  Land in 

farms account for 89.1 percent of the total land area in the state compared to 39.8 percent for the U.S. 

The average size of farm in North Dakota was 1,492 acres, up 18 percent or 224 acres from 2012.   

 

 The total value of agricultural products sold in 2017 was 8.2 billion dollars, down 25 percent 

from 2012.  Of the total value of production, 19 percent originated from livestock with 81 percent from 

crops.  Average net income per farm was 89,122 dollars, down 39 percent from 2012. 

 

During 2017, the average age of producers was 56.0 years compared to 55.3 years in 2012.  The 

number of young producers, defined as age 35 or less, was 5,214, or 12 percent of all producers.  The 

number of female producers was 12,316, or 29 percent of all producers.  For 2017, data were collected 

from a maximum of four producers per farm, while for 2012 data were collected from a maximum of 

three producers per farm. 

 

The Census of Agriculture contains numerous statistics not readily available from other sources.  

For example, 79 percent of North Dakota farms have Internet access compared to 75 percent for all U.S. 

farms.  Additional information on demographics, decision making, and minor commodity statistics are 

also available. 

 

In addition to State and County data publications, additional online resources are available such 

as a Census Data Query Tool, Agricultural Atlas, and Ag Census Highlights.  Additional resources, 

scheduled to be available in September 2019, include Ag Census Web Maps and Zip Code Tabulations.  

Ranking and Profile tabulations will be available throughout 2019.  All Census data products can be 

found at www.nass.usda.gov/AgCensus. 
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