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POTATO STOCKS 
 

orth Dakota 
Growers, dealers and 
processors held 6.10 million 
hundredweight (cwt) of potatoes 

in storage April 1, 2009, up 2 percent 
from a year ago but down 23 percent 
from two years ago. Current stocks 
represent 27 percent of production, up 
from 25 percent last year, but down 
from 31 percent two years ago. Total 
stocks are defined as all potatoes on 
hand, regardless of use, including 
those that will be lost through future 
shrinkage and dumping.  
 
Disappearance from the start of harvest 
to April 1 totaled 16.6 million cwt, down 
from 17.7 million cwt a year ago and  

17.6 million cwt two 
years ago. March 
disappearance 
totaled 2.00 million 
cwt, the same as 
both last year and 
two years ago. 
 

nited States 
The 13 major 
potato States 

held 115 million cwt 
of potatoes in 
storage April 1, 
2009, down 9 
percent from a year 
ago and 5 percent 
below April 1, 2007.  Potatoes in storage accounted for 31 percent of the 2008 fall 
storage States' production, slightly below April 1, 2008.   
 
Potato disappearance, at 253 million cwt, was 7 percent below April 1, 2008 and 
down 6 percent from 2007.  Season-to-date shrink and loss, at 20.6 million cwt, was 
down 7 percent from the same date in 2008 and 8 percent below 2007.  Processors 
in the 9 major States have used 134 million cwt of potatoes this season, down 7 
percent from the same period last year and down 8 percent from 2 years ago.  
Dehydrating usage accounted for 24.9 million cwt of the total processing, down 15 
percent from last year and 23 percent below the same period in 2007. 
 

 
Fall Potatoes: Production and Stocks 

13 Major States and United States, April 1, 2008-2009 
Crop of 2007 Crop of 2008 

Stocks State Production 
Stocks 
April 1, 
2008 

Production 
March 1, 2009 April 1, 2009 

 1,000 Cwt 1,000 Cwt 1,000 Cwt 1,000 Cwt 1,000 Cwt 
North Dakota 23,660 6,000 22,680 8,100 6,100
California 3,792 600 3,939 1,000 800
Colorado 20,981 7,500 21,338 10,900 8,700
Idaho 130,010 49,000 114,805 54,000 42,500
Maine 16,668 6,400 14,769 7,100 5,600
Michigan 14,700 2,100 14,875 3,500 1,900
Minnesota 21,560 6,200 20,400 8,700 6,500
Montana 3,696 2,100 3,465 3,000 2,100
Nebraska 8,217 2,000 8,342 3,500 2,300
New York 5,216 500 5,696 800 450
Oregon 20,293 9,200 18,676 9,800 7,400
Washington 100,800 27,500 93,000 31,400 23,700
Wisconsin 1 28,160 6,400 25,730 9,600 6,500

13 State Total 397,753 125,500 367,715 151,400 114,550
1 March 1, 2009 stocks revised.   
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COUNTY RENTS & VALUES  
 

orth Dakota 
The following tables contain selected data of the 
recently released publication 2009 County Rents & 

Values. Rents and values are for non-irrigated cropland, 
pasture, alfalfa, other tame and wild hay. Five-year averages 
are included for cropland. 
 
These results are based on a January survey of more than 
3,600 North Dakota producers. They are rounded averages 
of reported values, not official estimates. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Irrigated Cropland, North Dakota, 2009 and 5-Year Average 
2004-2008 Average 2009 2004-2008 Average 2009 

County Rental 
Rate 

Value of 
Rented 
Land 

Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

County Rental 
Rate 

Value of 
Rented 
Land 

Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

 Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre  Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre 

Adams 24.90 416.00 29.20 500.00 McLean 35.40 570.00 40.70 918.00 
Barnes 43.90 750.00 57.60 1,348.00 Mercer 25.20 398.00 28.80 541.00 
Benson 32.20 447.00 38.20 701.00 Morton 27.40 430.00 31.60 609.00 
Billings 24.20 396.00 25.90 504.00      
Bottineau 33.80 519.00 38.00 661.00 Mountrail 32.40 461.00 36.90 585.00 
     Nelson 34.00 454.00 39.50 683.00 
Bowman 26.60 395.00 28.90 536.00 Oliver 26.10 412.00 30.20 642.00 
Burke 28.40 371.00 29.90 416.00 Pembina 60.20 1,330.00 66.30 1,876.00 
Burleigh 27.60 511.00 33.90 730.00 Pierce 32.90 439.00 38.00 755.00 
Cass 60.90 1,276.00 82.50 1,951.00      
Cavalier 41.90 777.00 48.60 1,055.00 Ramsey 34.60 499.00 41.00 777.00 
     Ransom 52.10 909.00 64.00 1,287.00 
Dickey 51.20 898.00 69.30 1,484.00 Renville 37.00 564.00 41.40 723.00 
Divide 27.30 385.00 31.20 496.00 Richland 75.20 1,485.00 96.00 2,131.00 
Dunn 24.30 383.00 27.20 472.00 Rolette 31.80 434.00 37.80 633.00 
Eddy 34.90 485.00 40.60 646.00      
Emmons 30.80 483.00 37.90 752.00 Sargent 52.40 952.00 66.60 1,497.00 
     Sheridan 30.20 402.00 32.20 547.00 
Foster 40.30 575.00 49.70 996.00 Sioux 22.50 297.00 26.40 413.00 
Golden Valley 24.20 372.00 27.00 559.00 Slope 27.30 420.00 29.00 492.00 
Grand Forks 50.30 828.00 60.10 1,262.00      
Grant 24.10 361.00 27.70 520.00 Stark 28.90 470.00 32.20 631.00 
Griggs 38.20 498.00 47.50 839.00 Steele 46.20 709.00 54.40 1,077.00 
     Stutsman 38.10 621.00 50.20 1,123.00 
Hettinger 29.80 525.00 34.80 680.00 Towner 32.70 484.00 36.40 726.00 
Kidder 26.70 378.00 30.30 551.00      
LaMoure 48.60 853.00 68.70 1,428.00      
Logan 29.20 467.00 38.40 764.00 Traill 62.80 1,188.00 74.50 1,848.00 
McHenry 34.00 456.00 39.00 626.00 Walsh 50.40 895.00 62.10 1,379.00 
     Ward 38.70 603.00 43.30 872.00 
McIntosh 29.10 469.00 36.00 686.00 Wells 33.90 572.00 39.10 880.00 
McKenzie 22.40 349.00 26.00 423.00 Williams 25.20 382.00 27.90 427.00 
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COUNTY RENTS & VALUES (Continued)  
 

Non-Irrigated Pasture and Hayland, North Dakota, 2009 
Pasture Alfalfa 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Wild or Prairie Grass 3/ 

County Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

Average 
Rental 
Rate 

Average 
Value of 
Rented 
Land 

 Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre Dollars/Acre 
Adams 14.00  314.00  23.80 420.00 17.50 413.00 14.60 342.00 
Barnes 17.60  520.00  47.10 1,125.00 25.00 875.00 16.00 631.00 
Benson 14.60  343.00  27.90 473.00 17.20 286.00 14.00 250.00 
Billings 14.40  366.00  21.30 442.00 18.00 383.00 13.70 362.00 
Bottineau 14.10  346.00  21.40 475.00 15.70 358.00 14.50 319.00 
Bowman 13.20  334.00  21.70 421.00 19.80 376.00 15.10 321.00 
Burke 9.50  231.00  18.80 327.00 12.00 269.00 9.30 192.00 
Burleigh 15.60  489.00  22.40 658.00 17.40 619.00 16.40 503.00 
Cass 26.30  623.00  64.40 1,570.00 38.00 725.00 31.30 500.00 
Cavalier 12.70  563.00  42.50 950.00 38.30 667.00 25.00 567.00 
Dickey 28.40  748.00  45.70 1,186.00 28.30 852.00 27.40 709.00 
Divide 9.10  221.00  18.40 315.00 13.00 270.00 9.70 238.00 
Dunn 13.40  338.00  21.40 447.00 17.30 387.00 13.00 333.00 
Eddy 15.40  336.00  24.90 448.00 15.70 329.00 13.80 273.00 
Emmons 17.10  441.00  33.90 717.00 24.20 454.00 16.30 441.00 
Foster 16.60  432.00  30.90 605.00 21.10 436.00 16.10 366.00 
Golden Valley 10.90  357.00  23.70 471.00 17.00 398.00 13.50 335.00 
Grand Forks 13.70  450.00  40.60 933.00 20.80 467.00 15.70 520.00 
Grant 12.50  332.00  24.60 476.00 19.50 408.00 15.20 337.00 
Griggs 15.00  389.00  33.70 738.00 21.20 438.00 16.40 383.00 
Hettinger 15.30  370.00  24.40 556.00 21.10 495.00 17.80 403.00 
Kidder 17.00  398.00  23.90 513.00 17.70 437.00 15.30 383.00 
LaMoure 24.00  595.00  49.40 1,183.00 28.30 633.00 22.60 558.00 
Logan 17.50  476.00  27.50 651.00 24.40 523.00 17.30 446.00 
McHenry 14.40  316.00  23.60 373.00 16.50 289.00 13.00 260.00 
McIntosh 20.40  453.00  29.80 624.00 22.70 541.00 20.40 468.00 
McKenzie 9.40  244.00  19.40 321.00 15.80 265.00 10.60 231.00 
McLean 12.40  404.00  26.00 610.00 16.40 439.00 14.20 385.00 
Mercer 13.20  392.00  24.10 504.00 19.50 455.00 15.40 383.00 
Morton 15.30  411.00  28.20 501.00 18.90 409.00 15.60 375.00 

Mountrail 10.70  250.00  25.90 400.00 19.90 316.00 12.30 258.00 
Nelson 15.10  345.00  29.50 552.00 18.40 350.00 12.00 300.00 
Oliver 13.00  359.00  27.10 485.00 19.40 323.00 17.30 328.00 
Pembina 15.50  436.00  43.70 800.00 D D 14.80 425.00 
Pierce 14.70  327.00  30.80 532.00 18.00 344.00 13.00 271.00 

Ramsey 18.80  394.00  30.90 600.00 22.70 388.00 15.40 367.00 
Ransom 25.80  696.00  58.70 1,176.00 32.00 831.00 33.00 743.00 
Renville 13.90  350.00  30.00 550.00 16.30 700.00 15.00 517.00 
Richland 23.90  718.00  57.90 1,300.00 27.60 830.00 20.00 634.00 
Rolette 13.90  327.00  28.70 535.00 19.10 414.00 16.40 350.00 

Sargent 26.70  688.00  62.80 1,288.00 34.20 892.00 30.40 771.00 
Sheridan 13.30  358.00  21.70 381.00 16.10 375.00 13.20 338.00 
Sioux 11.80  273.00  23.00 376.00 16.80 323.00 11.50 266.00 
Slope 12.50  313.00  22.20 430.00 19.50 382.00 12.80 270.00 

Stark 16.60  433.00  26.00 569.00 21.70 501.00 17.30 442.00 
Steele 19.50  467.00  36.70 717.00 D D D D 
Stutsman 16.60  501.00  32.80 841.00 21.20 481.00 16.60 395.00 
Towner 12.80  350.00  28.00 556.00 22.30 458.00 16.00 387.00 

Traill 15.70  460.00  47.80 1,167.00 36.70 720.00 D D 
Walsh 14.80  379.00  33.10 628.00 19.60 402.00 14.40 348.00 
Ward 14.50  381.00  24.60 685.00 17.60 569.00 13.80 461.00 
Wells 15.70  390.00  29.40 678.00 20.20 395.00 16.00 332.00 
Williams 9.30  241.00  22.50 362.00 14.90 283.00 10.40 214.00 
1/ Alfalfa and alfalfa-grass mixtures to be cut for hay. 2/ Excludes grain hay and wild hay. 3/ To be cut for hay. D=Withheld due to insufficient data. 
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MILK PRODUCTION 
 

orth Dakota 
Milk production for the January – March 
2009 quarter totaled 98.0 million pounds, 

down 8.4 percent from 107 million pounds 
during the same period a year earlier. Average 
number of milk cows during the current quarter, 
at 25,000 head, was equal to the previous 
quarter of October – December 2008 but down 
1,000 head from the January – March 2008 
quarter.  Milk produced per cow during the 
January – March quarter was 3,920 pounds, 
down from 4,000 pounds the previous quarter 
and 4,100 pounds the same period last year. 
 

nited States 
Milk production in the U.S. during the 
January – March quarter totaled 47.3 

billion pounds, down 0.6 percent from the 
January – March quarter last year.  The average 
number of milk cows in the U.S. during the 
quarter was 9.30 million head, 11,000 head 
more than the same period last year. Production 
per cow during the January – March quarter 
averaged 5,088 pounds, down from 5,127 
pounds the same period a year ago. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Milk Cows and Production: Selected States and United States 
January - March, 2008-2009 

Jan-Mar Milk Cows 1 Jan-Mar Milk Production 2 
State 

2008 2009 2008 2009 Change 
From 2008 

 1,000 Head 1,000 Head Million Pounds Million Pounds Percent 
North Dakota 26 25 107 98 -8.4 
California 1,840 1,826 10,460 10,087 -3.6 
Minnesota 463 468 2,204 2,221 0.8 
New York 626 623 3,092 3,041 -1.6 
Wisconsin 1,250 1,255 6,052 6,069 0.3 
United States 9,286 9,297 47,610 47,304 -0.6 
1 Includes dry cows, excludes heifers not yet fresh. 2 Excludes milk sucked by calves. 
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