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U.S. Farm Production Expenditures totaled $287.4 billion in 2009 

down from $307.0 billion in 2008.  This is the first major decline of 

farm expenditures since 1986.  The 2009 Total Farm Expenditures fell 

6.4 percent compared to the 2008 rise of 8.3 percent.  Total 

Expenditures for 2008 remain unchanged from a year ago.  Two 

expense items showing increases from the previous year were: Rent, 

up 0.9 percent, and Seed and Plants, up 2.6 percent. 

 

Major factors that impacted expenditures this year were general 

economic conditions and the price of crude oil.  The sharp decline in 

petroleum prices was a major factor affecting Total Expenditures.  

Fuels, down 22.5 percent over previous year, had the largest decrease 

of any capital or non-capital expense.  The decreasing cost of crude oil 

also contributed to the drop of Fertilizer and Agricultural Chemicals 

in 2009. 

 

In 2009, the U.S. Total Farm Expenditure average per farm was 

$131,137 compared with $140,075 in 2008, a decrease of 6.4 percent. 

On average, U.S. farm operations spent: $20,533 on Feed, $16,609 on 

Farm Services, $13,141 on Labor, $11,818 on Livestock and Poultry 

Purchases, $9,171 on Fertilizer, Lime, and Soil Conditioners, and 

$10,312 on Rent. For 2008, U.S. farms spent an average of: $21,398 

on Feed, $17,337 on Farm Services, $12,912 on Livestock and 

Poultry Purchases, $13,550 on Labor, and $10,220 on Rent. 

 

Total Expenditures by Region were down for all five regions in 2009. 

The Atlantic had the largest decrease at 8.7 percent, followed by the 

Plains down 8.4 percent.  Total Expenditures for the South decreased 

7.8 percent; the West decreased 6.1 percent; and the Midwest 

decreased only 3.5 percent. 

 

The Atlantic Region (CT, DE, KY, ME, MD, MA, NH, NJ, NY, NC, 

PA, RI, TN, VA, VT, WV) contributed $35.5 billion or 12 percent of 

the 2009 U.S. total for farm production expenditures.  The total 

expenditures for the five regions were: the Midwest (IL, IN, IA, MI, 

MN, MO, OH, WI) at $88.2 billion; Plains (KS, NE, ND, OK, SD, 

TX) at $68.0 billion; West (AZ, CA, CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, 

WA, WY) at $64.6 billion; Atlantic at $35.5 billion; and South (AL, 

AR, FL, GA, LA, MS, SC) at $31.1 billion. 

 

For more detailed data, see the Census of Agriculture found at www.agcensus.usda.gov 


