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Farms with Internet Access Up in Pennsylvania

HARRISBURG, PA - - Farms with internet access in Pennsylvania increased to 64 percent in 2019, compared
to 62 percent reported in 2017 according to King Whetstone, director of USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service,
Northeastern Region. Sixty-six percent of farms also reported having access to a desktop or laptop computer. Farms that
used a desktop or laptop computer to conduct farm business remained at 40 percent, the same as 2017. Thirty-nine
percent of the farms in Pennsylvania used a smart phone or tablet to conduct farm business, compared with 35 percent in
2017.

In 2019, thirty-nine percent of farms in Pennsylvania used a Digital Subscriber Line, or DSL, and 30 percent of
farms used cable to access the internet. Since 2017, DSL and cable continue to be the most popular choices that
Pennsylvania farms use to access the internet.

Nationally, 75 percent of farms reported having access to the internet, with 73 percent of farms having access to
a desktop or laptop computer. The 2019 computer usage estimates are based on responses from more than 20,000
agricultural operations, and represent all sizes and types of farms.
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For the complete “Farm Computer Usage and Ownership” report, go to:
https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/h128nd689

The “Farm Computer Usage and Ownership” report and all other NASS reports are available online at www.nass.usda.gov.
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NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and is committed to providing timely, accurate and useful statistics in service to
U.S. agriculture.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at (866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or
(866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay).
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