USDA
L1

United States Department of Agriculture
National Agricultural Statistics Service

Southern Region News Release
Catfish

Cooperating with the Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries, Florida Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services, Georgia Department of Agriculture, and South Carolina Department of Agriculture

www.nass.usda.gov

Southern Regional Field Office - 355 East Hancock Avenue, Suite 100 - Athens, GA 30601 - (706) 546-2236

April 2, 2019

US Catfish Value of Sales Down 5 Percent

Media Contact: Jacqueline Moore

Catfish growers in the United States had sales of $360 million during 2018, down 5 percent from $380 million the previous
year. The top four States (Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, and Texas) accounted for 95 percent of the United States total
sales. Alabama growers had foodsize fish sales of $91 million, down 20 percent from the previous year.

Catfish Water Acres and Inventory — Alabama and United States: January 1, 2018 and 2019

Alabama United States
Iltem Number Pounds Number Pounds
2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019
(1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000) (1,000)
Water acres............. 16.6 16.8 (NA) (NA) 63.8 63.3 (NA) (NA)
Food size, total 39,750 45,400 59,750 72,200 161,660 144,875 230,250 206,899
Large ....coccevvveeennnnen. 1,650 3,300 6,150 12,200 4,700 6,410 17,332 23,708
Medium............c....... 15,000 18,000 29,500 35,400 56,525 49,575 107,879 93,409
Small.....cooveeveneeen, 23,100 24,100 24,100 24,600 100,435 88,890 105,039 89,782
Stockers, total 122,500 76,600 26,650 18,000 382,070 273,560 71,861 56,549
Large ....cccoevevveenennns 56,400 34,100 20,800 14,000 123,910 106,170 47,798 40,324
Small......ccoovveeeeennn. 66,100 42,500 5,850 4,000 258,160 167,390 24,063 16,225
Fingerlings ............. 15,900 36,700 790 1,350 211,810 343,875 8,101 9,384
Broodfish................ (D) (D) (D) (D) 670 560 3,586 2,659

(D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations.
(NA) Not available.
Source: USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service - Catfish Production, April 2019

Alabama Foodsize Catfish Sales: 2010-2018

Million dollars

135

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

125

115

105

95

85

75

USDA NASS is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
All NASS reports are available, at no cost, on the NASS web site: www.nass.usda.gov



