
 EGG PRODUCTION 
 

SOUTH CAROLINA egg production in 2008 totaled 
1.14 billion eggs.  This was 6 percent below the 1.22 billion 
eggs produced in 2007 and 11 percent below the 1.28 
produced in 2006. 

The average number of layers on hand during 2008 
was 4,509,000, down 7 percent from the 4,860,000 on hand 
in 2007 and 10 percent below 2006's 5,010,000 layers. 

The annual   average   rate   of lay per layer 
(including breeders) was 254 eggs in 2008, up 2 percent 
from 250 eggs in 2007 but down less than 1 percent from 
255 eggs in 2006. 

South Carolina ranked 21st in the nation for egg 
production in 2008 with Iowa 1st, Georgia 7th, and North 
Carolina 9th.  Within the State, Kershaw County ranked 1st 
followed by Newberry, Saluda and Orangeburg counties. 

 
 Average Number of Layers, Rate of Lay, and Egg Production, by Counties, 
 SOUTH CAROLINA, 2007 and 2008 

 
Average 

 Number Layers 
during Year 

 
Rate of Lay 
per Layer 

during Year 

 
Total 

Egg Production  
County  

2007 
 

2008 
 

2007 
 

2008 
 

2007 
 

2008  
 

 
--- Thou. Head --- 

 
--- Eggs --- 

 
--- Thou. Eggs ---  

Abbeville 93 86 262 266 24,400 22,900 
Aiken 95 88 212 215 20,100 18,900 
Barnwell 189 175 178 181 33,700 31,700 
Berkeley 25 23 256 261 6,400 6,000 
Chester 98 91 132 133 12,900 12,100 
Clarendon 15 14 187 186 2,800 2,600 
Colleton 32 30 169 170 5,400 5,100 
Dorchester 121 112 174 176 21,000 19,700 
Edgefield 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 
Greenwood 164 152 276 280 45,200 42,500 
Kershaw 1,073 995 274 278 294,300 276,800 
Laurens 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 
Lexington 158 146 216 220 34,100 32,100 
McCormick 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 
Newberry 937 869 277 281 259,400 244,000 
Oconee 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 
Orangeburg 274 254 172 174 47,100 44,300 
Saluda 474 440 304 308 144,100 135,500 
Other Counties   1/ 1,112 1,034 238 241 264,100 248,800 
STATE 4,860 4,509 250 254 1,215,000 1,143,000
1/  Not published separately due to established agency guidelines. 
 
 
 Average Number of Layers and Egg Production, by Districts, SOUTH CAROLINA, 2007and 2008  

District 
  

  
Year and 

Commodity 

 
North 
West 

North 
Central Eastern

West  
Central Central Southern 

 
Other 

Districts 
STATE 

2007 
No. Layers..........Thou. Head  1/ 1,174 1/ 1,841 451 373 1,021 4,860
Production..........Thou. Eggs  1/ 308,100 1/ 515,400 85,200 68,300 238,000 1,215,000
 
2008 
No. Layers..........Thou. Head  1/ 1,089 1/ 1,707 418 346 949 4,509
Production..........Thou. Eggs  1/ 289,800 1/ 484,700 80,200 64,300 224,000 1,143,000
1/ Not published separately due to established agency guidelines. 
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