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GENERAL 
 
 
There were portions of South Carolina that received an inch or more of rain this past week, but unfortunately much of that rain missed large areas 
where our field crops are grown.  Parts of southern coastal counties had several inches of precipitation, greatly helping out there.  Showers to the 
north of Charleston were mostly limited to within a very few miles of the ocean falling short of inland fields.  There was also a wide stretch of the 
Ridge between Augusta and Columbia that had significant moisture also.  Overall, for most of the week, very warm temperatures dominated the state 
continuing to dry soils.  State average soil moisture ratings dropped further, and were reported at 48% very short, 44% short, and 8% adequate.  
Another week of dry sunny skies was the cause for an average of 6.4 days that were suitable for field work. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
The CORN crop was not looking good at all.  Non-irrigated yields have been detrimentally impacted by the heat and dry weather.  Rainfall at this 
point is too late for some early plantings.  Later corn is questionable.  Conditions fell sharply once again from the previous week.  For the current 
week, 54% of the crop was reported in very poor or poor condition compared to 24% seven days ago.  COTTON was holding on for water.  Cotton 
conditions dropped again as well, and were 3% very poor, 17% poor, 56% fair, 23% good, and 1% excellent.  Sunny days had farmers harvesting 
OATS.  Oat harvest was 21% ahead of the five-year average.  Conditions were still looking mostly good.  Like most other crops, PEANUT 
conditions continued to decline.  Conditions were 3% very poor, 18% poor, 52% fair, and 27% good.  Many farmers have been unable to plant 
double-cropped SOYBEANS due to the lack of adequate soil moisture.  Two weeks ago, 52% of soybeans were reported in good condition, now just 
14%.  SWEET POTATO planting was ongoing.  The crop still remained in mostly fair condition.  TOBACCO conditions fell once again.  Only 
two weeks ago, 80% of fields were in good condition, now only 34%.  The heat and lack of moisture were causing some plants to top out low.  There 
were many WINTER WHEAT acres harvested this past week.  Yields were looking very good, and are currently forecasted at a state record of 54 
bushels per acre.  
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

LIVESTOCK conditions declined once again due to the continued heat.  PASTURE conditions dropped sharply from the previous week.  
Conditions fell from 39% very poor, and poor last week to 62% poor and very poor for the current week.  PEACH conditions did not change 
significantly from the prior week, as much of the Ridge area received a good amount of rain.  However, there were also reports of scattered hail in  
some of those same areas.  Most VEGETABLE crop conditions continued to fall due to heat and insufficient rain.  A notable exception was 
watermelons that benefited from coastal showers.   
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending June 15, 2008 
Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg 

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Cantaloup, Planted 
Cantaloup, Harvested 
Corn, Silked 
Corn, Doughed 
Cotton, Planted 
Cotton, Squared 
Cucumbers, Fresh, Harvested 
Hay, Grain Hay, Harvested 
Oats, Turned Color 
Oats, Ripe 
Oats, Harvested 
Peaches, Harvested 
Peanuts, Planted 
Peanuts, Pegged 

100 
6 

44 
3 

99 
8 

59 
99 

100 
97 
80 
22 
99 
6 

100 
13 
42 
1 

100 
12 
63 
97 

100 
94 
64 
13 
98 
3 

100 
11 
44 
3 

99 
15 
60 
96 

100 
92 
59 
15 
99 
7 

Snapbeans, Fresh, Harvested 
Sorghum, Planted 
Sorghum, Headed 
Soybeans, Planted 
Soybeans, Emerged 
Sweet Potatoes, Planted 
Tobacco, Topped 
Tomatoes, Fresh, Harvested 
Watermelons, Planted 
Watermelons, Harvested 
Winter Wheat, Turning Color 
Winter Wheat, Ripe 
Winter Wheat, Harvested 

48 
91 
20 
80 
62 
74 
8 

20 
100 

4 
100 
98 
65 

  

38 
97 
30 
73 
60 
73 
4 

16 
100 

7 
99 
94 
50 

 

43 
90 
30 
74 
59 
74 
11 
19 
99 
4 

99 
94 
58 

 
 
 

Condition for Week Ending June 15, 2008 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Apples 
Cantaloup 
Corn 
Cotton 
Cucumbers 
Hay 
Livestock 
Oats 
Pasture 
Peaches 

0 
2 

18 
3 

17 
13 
2 
0 

15 
10 

0 
10 
36 
17 
18 
30 
14 
2 

47 
5 

75 
61 
33 
56 
65 
41 
62 
30 
34 
11 

25 
27 
13 
23 
0 

14 
22 
60 
4 

71 

0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
2 
0 
8 
0 
3 

Peanuts 
Snapbeans 
Sorghum 
Soybeans 
Sweet Potatoes 
Tobacco 
Tomatoes 
Watermelons 
Winter Wheat 

3 
0 

23 
12 
0 
4 
8 
3 
0 
 

18 
50 
16 
23 
0 

22 
4 

14 
4 
  

52 
50 
36 
51 
80 
39 
38 
57 
28 

  

27 
0 

25 
14 
20 
34 
50 
26 
58 

 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 

10 
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending June 15, 2008 
 

The year’s highest temperatures were observed on Monday. Only locations near the beaches and the mountains escaped the 100 
degree, drying heat.  Seabreeze driven boundaries drifted inland during the afternoon through Thursday forming isolated 
thunderstorms. On Monday, Kershaw County reported 1.75-inch diameter hail with localized heavy rains of nearly one-inch for 
Chester and Bishopville.  Tuesday evening storms produced vivid lightning and rainfall amounts of 1.90 inches at Columbia Owens 
AP.  Golf-ball sized hail fell on York County. The axis of thunderstorms shifted more to the Upstate Wednesday and Thursday.  Light 
onshore winds continued through the start of the weekend with spotty afternoon thundershowers.  A cold front approached from the 
northwest during the day on Saturday.  Sunday’s early morning low temperatures dropped into the middle and upper 60’s.  Another 
round of widely scattered thunderstorms developed Sunday afternoon and evening. Large hail fell on Laurens County and both 
Hardeeville and Pritchardville received heavy rains. The state average temperature for the period was five degrees above normal. 
       
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 106 degrees at Chesterfield on June 9.  The lowest official temperature reported was 
64 degrees at Walhalla and Table Rock on the morning of June 15.  The heaviest official 24-hour rainfall reported was 2.05 inches at 
McEntire ANG AP near Eastover ending at 7:00 a.m. on June 10. The state average rainfall for the period was 0.3 inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth average soil temperature:  Columbia 85 degrees. 
 
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were below normal.  Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid Pier Myrtle Beach 
were reported at 85 degrees. 
 
 

Precipitation 

Location Weekly 
Total 

Jan 1 
Total 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

0.00 
0.08 
0.00 
0.36 
0.16 
0.05 
0.12 
0.75 
1.40 

16.44 
15.27 
15.40 
15.65 
17.05 
16.69 
16.56 
15.11 
14.49 

-7.6 
-6.3 
-6.2 
-4.6 
-4.2 
-2.5 
-1.2 
-5.3 
-5.6 

 Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
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