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GENERAL 
 
Most of South Carolina’s coastal counties received an inch or more of rain this past week.  Inland precipitation was confined mainly to 
an area running from Columbia to Dillon.  Soil moisture was 5% very short, 36% short, 54% adequate, and 5% surplus.  The average 
number of days that was suitable for field work was 6.2 for the state. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
CORN harvest was beginning to wind down.  Yields have varied depending on when the crop was planted, and how much it suffered 
during the early June heat and the dearth of rain at that time.  More COTTON acreage was being defoliated this past week.  Harvest 
will begin soon.  There were reports of poor cotton from either too little, or too much moisture.  There are spotted inland areas that 
have been missing out on precipitation, while some northern coastal counties have had a lot of rain over the past several weeks.  
Conditions were 5% very poor, 13% poor, 52% fair, 28% good, and 2% excellent.  PEANUT harvesting began in areas that were dry 
this past week.  The crop remained in mostly good condition.  SORGHUM conditions continued to improve for yet another week.   
Conditions were reported at 18% very poor, 40% poor, 25% fair, and 17% good.  SOYBEAN rust was found in Dorchester and 
Hampton counties last week.  Most fields have been sprayed once, and many twice, changing very little in late season disease 
management plans.  A few farmers were treating their beans for stink bungs and worms.  Conditions were 8% very poor, 21% poor, 
35% fair, 33% good, and 3% excellent.  Conditions for SWEET POTATOES were 15% poor, 40% fair, and 45% good.  The last of 
the TOBACCO crop should be harvested this week. 
  

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

This year’s HAY cutting is over.  LIVESTOCK welcomed cooler temperatures after a long dry summer.  PASTURE conditions 
were little changed from the previous week.  APPLE harvest continued.  There were a very few late season PEACHES remaining on 
the trees.   
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending September 21, 2008 
Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Apples, Harvested 
Corn, Harvested 
Cotton, Bolls Opened 
Cotton, Harvested 
Hay, Other Hay, Harvested 
Peaches, Harvested 
Peanuts, Harvested 
Sorghum, Turned Color 
Sorghum, Matured 
Sorghum, Harvested 

40 
84 
57 

0 
100 
99 
11 
87 
59 
30 

44 
92 
67 

4 
100 
99 

7 
93 
76 
53

47 
86 
59 

2 
100 
99 
12 
96 
73 
45

Soybeans, Pods Set 
Soybeans, Turned Color 
Soybeans, Leaves Dropped 
Soybeans, Mature 
Sweet Potatoes, Harvested 
Tobacco, Harvested 
Tobacco, Stalks Destroyed 
Winter Grazings, Planted 
Winter Wheat, Planted 

98 
16 

7 
1 
5 

97 
76 
23 

1 
  

89 
21 

9 
1 
7 

96 
65 
15 

0 
 

95 
22 

6 
1 
5 

98 
71 
20 

4 
 

 
 

Condition for Week Ending September 21, 2008 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Apples 
Cotton 
Livestock 
Pasture 

0 
5 
1 
5 

5 
13 
10 
20 

60 
52 
43 
43 

35 
28 
44 
31

0 
2 
2 
1

Peanuts 
Sorghum 
Soybeans 
Sweet Potatoes 

0 
18 

8 
0

4 
40 
21 
15 

33 
25 
35 
40 

55 
17 
33 
45

8 
0 
3 
0

South Carolina 
Weekly Weather and Crop Progress Report 



  

  

South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending September 21, 2008 
 
Numerous thunderstorms formed following the afternoon peak heating on Monday.  Columbia Owens AP measured 1.74 
inches of rain in one hour.  On Tuesday, a southeastward moving cold front brought another round of storms for sites 
along the coast.  Edisto Beach received 2.15 inches of rain.  At 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, Rock Hill AP reported a temperature 
of 63 degrees while both Charleston and Beaufort reported 90 degrees. Much cooler air overspread the entire state 
Wednesday with Johnston warming to only 69 degrees.  Brisk northeast winds were noted into the weekend.  On Saturday 
morning, a few sites chilled into the upper 40’s.  Mostly cloudy skies and areas of light rain were observed on Sunday, the 
last day of summer 2008. The state average temperature for the period was two degrees below normal. 
       
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 96 degrees at Ft. Moultrie and Givhans on September 15.  The lowest 
official temperature reported was 45 degrees at Cedar Creek on the morning of September 20.  The heaviest official 24-
hour rainfall reported was 2.29 inches at McEntire ANG AP ending at 7:00 a.m. on September 16. The state average 
rainfall for the period was 0.5 inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth average soil temperature:  Columbia 77 degrees. 
 
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were near to below normal.  Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid 
Pier Myrtle Beach were reported at 80 degrees. 
 
 

Precipitation 

Location Weekly 
Total 

Jan 1 
Total 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

1.26 
0.88 
0.02 
0.55 
0.03 
2.14 
0.04 
0.52 
0.00

26.57 
31.72 
29.86 
33.01 
28.46 
40.39 
38.07 
32.16 
31.44

-11.0 
-6.4 
-8.3 
0.8 

-6.1 
5.6 
3.5 

-8.9 
-8.6 

 Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
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