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GENERAL

An unnamed tropical system came ashore late last week providing additional rains to much of the state. Heavy rainfall was confined
mainly to the east of Columbia. Crop harvesting continued, but at a slower pace due to the additional moisture that was received. The
state soil moisture rating was 5% very short, 29% short, 59% adequate, and 7% surplus. There was an average of 5.3 days that was
suitable for field work.

FIELD CROPS

CORN harvest has finished in several counties. Combining in other areas has slowed due to last week’s rains. COTTON acreage
was still being defoliated. Bolls were really opening, and could use some sunshine. A few producers have begun to harvest, but were
stopped by rainfall. Conditions were 3% very poor, 15% poor, 44% fair, 36% good, and 2% excellent. PEANUT harvesting was
progressing. The pace of digging was dependant on how wet fields have been. The crop still remains in mostly good condition.
SORGHUM conditions have been improving for several weeks now. Conditions were reported at 18% very poor, 40% poor, 20%
fair, and 22% good. SOYBEAN rust was found in several additional counties this past week. The situation does not seem to be
critical at this point, nor is it expected to be. Rains have helped pod development. Monitoring continues for stink bugs, and velvet
bean caterpillars, but no serious problems have been reported. Conditions were 5% very poor, 14% poor, 38% fair, 36% good, and
7% excellent. Conditions for SWEET POTATOES were 5% very poor, 20% poor, 30% fair, and 45% good. There were still a very
few fields of TOBACCO that were waiting on drier weather before the last stalks could be stripped. The later harvested crop has
suffered from all the water.

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
LIVESTOCK enjoyed the week’s cooler temperatures. The rains have boosted grass in PASTURES, but cooler nights in
combination with the drought have hurt the ability for plants to bounce back. Recently picked APPLES are available at local markets.

Anybody wanting some fresh South Carolina PEACHES will have to wait until next year. This was the last week for the crop. More
WINTER GRAZINGS will be planted following the rains that have been received.

Crop Progress for Week Ending September 28, 2008

Crop and Stage 2008 2007 |5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2008 2007 |5-Yr Avg
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent

Apples, Harvested 50 51 57 | Soybeans, Pods Set 99 92 97
Corn, Harvested 94 96 93 | Soybeans, Turned Color 23 30 31
Cotton, Bolls Opened 71 80 70 | Soybeans, Leaves Dropped 10 13 10
Cotton, Harvested 1 9 5 | Soybeans, Mature 3 3 3
Peaches, Harvested 100 100 100 | Sweet Potatoes, Harvested 14 20 14
Peanuts, Harvested 18 18 21 | Tobacco, Harvested 99 99 99
Sorghum, Turned Color 91 95 98 | Tobacco, Stalks Destroyed 88 76 81
Sorghum, Matured 68 80 78 | Winter Grazings, Planted 30 22 28
Sorghum, Harvested 38 60 53 | Winter Wheat, Planted 3 | 7

Condition for Week Ending September 28, 2008

Crop Very Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent Crop Very Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent
Poor Poor
Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent Percent Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent Percent
Apples 0 5 70 25 0 | Peanuts 0 3 30 56 11
Cotton 3 9 50 36 2 | Sorghum 18 40 20 22 0
Livestock 1 9 41 47 2 | Soybeans 5 14 38 36 7
Pasture 3 15 44 36 2 | Sweet Potatoes 5 20 30 45 0
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending September 28, 2008

Autumn arrived on Monday under mostly sunny skies and mild, 80-degree afternoon high temperatures. Northeast
surface winds began increasing Tuesday in response to a large area of high pressure to the north and low pressure forming
offshore and located southeast of Charleston. Clouds entered the coastal counties on Wednesday, signaling the
northwestward movement of the storm. Blowing rain was observed from the central coast into the Pee Dee and Grand
Strand during the day on Thursday. The center of the storms circulation entered South Carolina near Springmaid Pier,
Myrtle Beach (lowest pressure reported 29.35 inches of mercury) at 12:00 a.m. on Friday morning. N Myrtle Beach AP
measured an east wind gusting to 46 mph. The feature tracked west before exiting the state near Cherokee County.
Catawba picked up 2.15 inches of rain from the last bands of showers. Slow clearing from south to north took place on
Saturday. Sunday’s weather included bright sunshine, drifting clouds and high temperatures returning to the middle 80’s.
The state average temperature for the period was three degrees below normal.

The highest official temperature reported was 88 degrees at Beaufort MCAS and Jamestown on September 27 and
again at Beaufort MCAS on September 28. The lowest official temperature reported was 51 degrees at Lake Bowen on
the morning of September 23. The heaviest official 24-hour rainfall reported was 2.40 inches at Myrtle Beach ending at
7:00 a.m. on September 26. The state average rainfall for the period was 1.1 inches.

SOIL: 4-inch depth average soil temperature: Columbia 73 degrees.

RIVERS AND SURF: South Carolina river stages were near to below normal. Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid
Pier Myrtle Beach were reported at 77 degrees.

Precipitation
Location Weekly Jan 1 Deviation
Total Total from Average
Greer 1.16 27.73 -10.7
Columbia 0.67 32.39 -6.5
Orangeburg 0.57 30.43 -8.5
Charlotte, NC 1.74 34.75 1.7
Augusta, GA 0.02 28.48 -6.9
Florence 2.08 42.47 6.9
N Myrtle Beach 2.56 40.63 4.8
Charleston 1.41 33.57 -8.7
Savannah, GA 0.19 31.63 94

Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday.
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