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GENERAL

South Carolina experienced clear cooler weather with low humidity over much of the state. Crop harvesting progressed well due to the
exceptional weather. The state soil moisture rating was 8% very short, 44% short, 46% adequate, and 2% surplus. There was an
average of 6.3 days that was suitable for field work.

FIELD CROPS

CORN harvesting was coming to a close. Extraordinary weather had allowed rapid progress in harvesting COTTON and applying
defoliate. Bolls were really opening, and could use some sunshine. Conditions were 5% very poor, 12% poor, 46% fair, 33% good,
and 4% excellent. PEANUT harvesting continued rapidly due to the week of sunshine. The crop conditions were 1% poor, 39% fair,
44% good, and 16% excellent. SORGHUM were progressing and conditions were reported at 22% very poor, 41% poor, 17% fair,
and 20% good. Some group IV SOYBEAN had been harvested in some counties. Rainfall is needed for some fields. Conditions
were 12% very poor, 23% poor, 30% fair, 29% good, and 6% excellent. Conditions for SWEET POTATOES were 10% very poor,
20% poor, 20% fair, and 50% good. TOBACCO is progressing in destroying stalks.

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
LIVESTOCK were a good bit lighter in weight this year due to reduced amount of grazing. Rainfall was needed for some
PASTURES. Conditions were 8% very poor, 22% poor, 45% fair, 24% good, and 1% excellent. APPLES were progressing.

Conditions remain mostly fair and the crop was more than half way harvested. Planting of WINTER GRAZINGS was complete and
would benefit from rainfall.

Crop Progress for Week Ending October 5, 2008

Crop and Stage 2008 2007 |5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2008 2007 |5-Yr Avg
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent

Apples, Harvested 60 59 68 | Soybeans, Turned Color 32 44 45
Corn, Harvested 97 98 97 | Soybeans, Leaves Dropped 12 17 16
Cotton, Bolls Opened 82 89 79 | Soybeans, Mature 5 5 7
Cotton, Harvested 5 17 12 | Soybeans, Harvested 1 0 1
Oats, Planted 7 0 8 | Sweet Potatoes, Harvested 21 32 21
Peanuts, Harvested 28 30 33 | Tobacco, Harvested 100 100 100
Sorghum, Turned Color 97 98 99 | Tobacco, Stalks Destroyed 92 88 89
Sorghum, Matured 80 86 86 | Winter Grazings, Planted 44 26 37
Sorghum, Harvested 50 65 61 | Winter Grazings, Emerged 8 0 6
Soybeans, Pods Set 100 97 99 | Winter Wheat, Planted 5 2 12

Condition for Week Ending October 5, 2008

Crop Very Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent Crop Very Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent
Poor Poor
Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent Percent Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent Percent
Apples 0 5 60 35 0 | Peanuts 0 1 39 44 16
Cotton 5 12 46 33 4 | Sorghum 22 41 17 20 0
Livestock 1 15 46 31 7 | Soybeans 12 23 30 29 6
Pasture 8 22 45 24 1 | Sweet Potatoes 10 20 20 50 0
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending October 5, 2008

Much of the state reported summer-like warmth on Monday before Tuesday’s early morning rain and thunder preceded
the arrival of the coolest temperatures of the season. At September’s end, Marion measured a preliminary rainfall total of
14.17 inches while Hunts Bridge had only received 0.79 inches. Chilling temperatures were observed around sunrise on
Thursday morning and were followed by near cloudless, blue skies. High temperatures on Thursday were limited to the
lower and middle 70’s. The dry airmass dominated through the weekend with mostly sunny conditions and gradually
rising temperatures. The state average temperature for the period was one degree below normal.

The highest official temperature reported was 91 degrees at Orangeburg on September 30. The lowest official
temperature reported was 38 degrees at Cheraw on the morning of October 3. The heaviest official 24-hour rainfall
reported was 1.31 inches at Longtown ending at 7:00 a.m. on September 30. The state average rainfall for the period was

0.2 inches.
SOIL: 4-inch depth average soil temperature: Columbia 75 degrees.

RIVERS AND SURF: South Carolina river stages were below normal. Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid Pier
Myrtle Beach were reported at 78 degrees.

Precipitation
Location Weekly Jan 1 Deviation
Total Total from Average
Greer 1.30 29.03 -10.3
Columbia 0.27 32.66 -7.0
Orangeburg 0.09 30.52 9.1
Charlotte, NC 0.00 34.75 0.8
Augusta, GA 0.01 28.49 -7.6
Florence 0.10 42.57 6.3
N Myrtle Beach 0.00 40.63 3.9
Charleston 0.03 33.60 -9.6
Savannah, GA 0.13 31.76 -10.1

Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday.
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