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GENERAL 
 
Some of South Carolina received almost an inch of rain this past weekend, bettering conditions in the very dry Upstate.  Fieldwork 
progressed as weather permitted.  The state’s soil moisture rating was 3% very short, 29% short, 65% adequate, and 3% surplus.  
There was an average of 5.8 days that was suitable for field work. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
CORN harvest was complete in most of the state with the exception of those awaiting drier fields.  COTTON defoliation progressed 
well this week and harvesting is underway.  Conditions were 4% very poor, 12% poor, 56% fair, 26% good, and 2% excellent.  
PEANUT harvest was going strong as farmers record good yields on most acres. The crop condition was 3% poor, 33% fair, 56% 
good, and 8% excellent.  Most of this year’s SORGHUM crop has been harvested, but still remains behind average for this time of the 
season.  Conditions were reported at 27% very poor, 29% poor, 20% fair, and 24% good.  SOYBEANS could be a bumper crop per 
some farmers. Most soybean fields were beginning to shed their leaves. Harvesting is underway in some areas of the state.  Conditions 
were 10% very poor, 17% poor, 39% fair, 30% good, and 4% excellent.  SWEET POTATOES were progressing. Conditions were 
20% poor, 50% fair, and 30% good.  Most TOBACCO stalks were destroyed.   
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

LIVESTOCK conditions continued to improve somewhat from the rains. Conditions were 8% poor, 44% fair, 46% good, and 2% 
excellent. PASTURE conditions were improving as well.  Conditions were 2% very poor, 16% poor, 44% fair, and 38% good.  
APPLES remained in mostly fair condition, and were 80% harvested.  WINTER GRAZINGS were rated in mostly fair condition. 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending October 19, 2008 
Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Apples, Harvested 
Corn, Harvested 
Cotton, Bolls Opened 
Cotton, Harvested 
Oats, Planted 
Oats, Emerged 
Peanuts, Harvested 
Sorghum, Turned Color 
Sorghum, Matured 
Sorghum, Harvested 

80 
100 
95 
24 
38 

9 
63 

100 
95 
70 

82 
100 
98 
44 
11 

2 
64 

100 
98 
83

87 
99 
91 
31 
25 
14 
59 

100 
96 
78

Soybeans, Turned Color 
Soybeans, Leaves Dropped 
Soybeans, Mature 
Soybeans, Harvested 
Sweet Potatoes, Harvested 
Tobacco, Stalks Destroyed 
Winter Grazings, Planted 
Winter Grazings, Emerged 
Winter Wheat, Planted 
Winter Wheat, Emerged 

74 
37 
16 

4 
64 
99 
58 
28 
15 

8 

79 
43 
14 

4 
62 
96 
37 
13 
10 

2

79 
41 
22 

6 
64 
97 
55 
30 
24 
12

 
 

Condition for Week Ending October 19, 2008 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Cotton 
Livestock 
Pasture 
Peanuts 

4 
0 
2 
0 

12 
8 

16 
3 

56 
44 
44 
33 

26 
46 
38 
56

2 
2 
0 
8

Sorghum 
Soybeans 
Sweet Potatoes 
Winter Grazings 

27 
10 

0 
0

29 
17 
20 

5 

20 
39 
50 
58 

24 
30 
30 
37

0 
4 
0 
0
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending October 19, 2008 
 
On Monday morning at 8:54 a.m., the Rock Hill AP recorded a barometric pressure value of 30.47 inches of mercury.  
Bright, blue skies and very warm afternoon temperatures were observed through Thursday.  Eighty-degree warmth was 
common from the Foothills to the beaches.  A slow moving cold front entered the state early Friday.  Rains developed 
ahead of the feature and lingered into Saturday morning before exiting the coast late in the day. Sites across central South 
Carolina received between one-quarter to one inch of rain. Camden measured 0.98 inches in their gage and Newberry 
measured 0.94 inches. Sunny, cool weather overspread the state at week’s end. Sunday’s high temperatures peaked in the 
60’s. The state average temperature for the period was two degrees above normal. 
       
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 90 degrees at Orangeburg on October 15.  The lowest official 
temperature reported was 38 degrees at Walhalla, Pickens, and Lake Bowen on the morning of October 19.  The heaviest 
official 24-hour rainfall reported was 1.18 inches at Longtown ending at 7:00 a.m. on October 18. The state average 
rainfall for the period was 0.6 inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth average soil temperature:  Columbia 68 degrees. 
 
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were near to below normal.  Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid 
Pier Myrtle Beach were reported at 72 degrees. 
 
 

Precipitation 

Location Weekly 
Total 

Jan 1 
Total 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

0.04 
0.38 
0.30 
0.28 
0.31 
0.32 
0.21 
0.56 
0.31

31.06 
34.36 
34.46 
36.04 
31.05 
43.68 
41.50 
38.13 
37.44

-10.1 
-6.6 
-6.5 
0.5 

-6.5 
6.1 
3.3 

-6.5 
-5.9 

 Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
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