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GENERAL 
 
At the beginning of the week, cool, wet conditions hindered farmers from planting, and harvesting crops, but several dry days enabled 
work to continue by week’s end.  State soil moisture ratings were 4% very short, 23% short, 70% adequate, and 3% surplus.  There 
was a statewide average of 6.2 days that were suitable for field work. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
The heavy rains the previous weekend slowed down COTTON harvest early in the week, but drier conditions later helped farmers 
return to their fields and continue work.  Yields continued to look good.  Conditions were 3% very poor, 9% poor, 46% fair, 35% 
good, and 7% excellent.  PEANUT harvest was ongoing with favorable yields being reported for many people depending on the rain.  
The crop condition was 3% poor, 28% fair, 59% good, and 10% excellent.  SORGHUM harvest continued.  Several frosts this past 
week helped increase SOYBEAN leaf drop.  Conditions were 10% very poor, 16% poor, 30% fair, 36% good, and 8% excellent.  
SWEET POTATOES were mostly harvested with most of the crop being reported in fair condition.  WINTER WHEAT planting 
continued later in the week.  
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

LIVESTOCK conditions were mostly fair.  Conditions were reported as 3% poor, 44% fair, 51% good, and 2% excellent.  
PASTURE conditions were 2% very poor, 13% poor, 46% fair, and 39% good.  APPLE harvest was coming to an end.  WINTER 
GRAZING conditions were 5% poor, 35% fair, and 60% good. 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending November 2, 2008 
Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Apples, Harvested 
Cotton, Bolls Opened 
Cotton, Harvested 
Oats, Planted 
Oats, Emerged 
Peanuts, Harvested 
Sorghum, Matured 
Sorghum, Harvested 
Soybeans, Turned Color 

95 
99 
46 
48 
26 
88 

100 
85 
98 

92 
100 
66 
32 
12 
93 

100 
92 
96

96 
97 
51 
47 
30 
85 
99 
91 
96

Soybeans, Leaves Dropped 
Soybeans, Mature 
Soybeans, Harvested 
Sweet Potatoes, Harvested 
Winter Grazings, Planted 
Winter Grazings, Emerged 
Winter Wheat, Planted 
Winter Wheat, Emerged 

71 
49 
12 
89 
75 
47 
21 
13 

  

73 
45 
13 
86 
55 
24 
16 

7 
 

75 
53 
20 
89 
70 
50 
33 
24 

 
 
 

Condition for Week Ending November 2, 2008 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Cotton 
Livestock 
Pasture 
Peanuts 

3 
0 
2 
0 

9 
3 

13 
3 

46 
44 
46 
28 

35 
51 
39 
59

7 
2 
0 

10

Soybeans 
Sweet Potatoes 
Winter Grazings 

10 
0 
0 

 

16 
7 
5 

  

30 
55 
35 

  

36 
38 
60 

 

8 
0 
0 
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending November 2, 2008 
 
A cold front entered the state Monday on northwest winds gusting to near 30 mph.  The season’s coldest air sent the 
mercury into the 20’s Wednesday morning with freezing temperatures reported as far south as Walterboro.  Widespread 
frost was reported throughout central and western portions of the state.  Cloudless, blue skies and cool afternoon 
temperatures around 60 degrees dominated the rain-free period into the weekend.  At October’s end the Charleston AP 
had measured a monthly rainfall total of 11.10 inches. Warming returned Saturday and peaked Sunday with mid-afternoon 
temperatures climbing into the 70’s.  Areas of light rain began entering the coastal counties Sunday evening with the 
approach of a low pressure feature from the south. The state average temperature for the period was nine degrees below 
normal. 
       
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 77 degrees at Chesterfield on November 2.  The lowest official 
temperature reported was 23 degrees at Cheraw on the morning of October 31.  The state average rainfall for the period 
was 0.0 inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth average soil temperature:  Columbia 62 degrees. 
 
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were below normal.  Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid Pier 
Myrtle Beach were reported at 67 degrees. 
 
 

Precipitation 

Location Weekly 
Total 

Jan 1 
Total 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00

31.45 
35.87 
37.38 
36.24 
32.46 
44.71 
43.96 
44.70 
41.05

-11.4 
-6.3 
-4.8 
-1.0 
-6.5 
5.8 
4.5 

-1.1 
-3.5 

 Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
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