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 GENERAL 

 
South Carolina observed a wide range of weather conditions across the state this past week. Rain persisted for some locations which 
continued to stall the harvest of cotton and soybeans in those areas. On the contrary, other locations experienced sunny days which 
allowed harvest and other field activities to resume at a rapid pace. South Carolina’s soil moisture levels were reported as 2% short, 
72% adequate and 26% surplus. There was a statewide average of 4.2 days suitable for field work. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 

Seventy-eight percent of COTTON had been harvested by week’s end, remaining slightly behind historical averages. Nearly all 
SOYBEANS had dropped leaves and 92% was reported mature. Fifty-four percent of soybeans had been harvested. Cotton and 
soybean growers continued to express concern about quality losses in areas with high moisture conditions. Soybean conditions were 
reported as 1% very poor, 6% poor, 52% fair, 34% good and 7% excellent. The entire 2009 PEANUT crop had been harvested as of 
this past week. Half of the WINTER WHEAT crop had been planted as of week’s end. Farmers with soybeans and cotton standing in 
wet fields were not able to get wheat into the ground. Thirty-three percent of winter wheat had emerged. Conditions of winter wheat 
were reported 45% fair and 55% good. Seventy-two percent of oats were planted and 56% had emerged. Oat conditions improved and 
were reported 48% fair and 52% good.  
   

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

LIVESTOCK conditions were reported as 1% poor, 23% fair, 73% good and 3% excellent. Ninety-six percent of WINTER 
GRAZINGS had been planted and 90% had emerged. Winter grazings improved slightly and were reported 24% fair, 74% good, and 
2% excellent. PASTURE conditions were reported as 6% poor, 33% fair, 58% good and 3% excellent. 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending November 22, 2009 
Crop and Stage 2009 2008 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2009 2008 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Cotton, Harvested 
Oats, Planted 
Oats, Emerged 
Peanuts, Harvested 
Soybeans, Leaves Dropped 
Soybeans, Mature 

78 
72 
56 

100 
99 
92 

79 
84 
65 

100 
100 
94

82 
78 
60 

100 
99 
95

Soybeans, Harvested 
Winter Grazings, Planted 
Winter Grazings, Emerged 
Winter Wheat, Planted 
Winter Wheat, Emerged 

54 
96 
90 
50 
33 

  

52 
94 
80 
44 
24 

 

55 
89 
75 
50 
32 

 
 
 

Condition for Week Ending November 22, 2009 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Livestock 
Oats 
Pasture 

0 
0 
0 

1 
0 
6 

23 
48 
33 

73 
52 
58

3 
0 
3

Soybeans 
Winter Grazings 
Winter Wheat 

1 
0 
0

6 
0 
0 

52 
24 
45 

34 
74 
55

7 
2 
0
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending November 22, 2009 
 
Balmy weather conditions were observed early in the week with upper 70-degree high temperatures and episodes of 
morning fog.  Showers drifted through the highest elevations late Tuesday. On Wednesday, the heaviest concentration of 
rain expanded to the north coastal counties.  Chesnee, in northern Spartanburg County, reported a high temperature of 
only 53 degrees while Pritchardville, in Beaufort County, warmed to 77 degrees.  Off and on rains at Jocassee Dam 
totaled 1.79 inches over two days.  Dense fog on Thursday morning reduced surface visibilities to one-eighth mile at 
Shaw AFB in Sumter and to “zero” at McEntire ANG AP and James Island Executive AP Friday morning. A parcel of 
cooler and dry air entered the state during the day on Friday.  The change lowered temperatures by around ten degrees.  
Increasing clouds late Saturday preceded Sunday rains as low pressure entered the state from the southwest.  Bands of 
moderate to occasionally heavy rain fell from mid-morning Sunday and beyond a seemingly-early sunset. The state 
average temperature for the period was three degrees above normal. 
       
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 80 degrees at Witherbee on November 16.  The lowest official 
temperature reported was 33 degrees at Chesnee on November 21. The heaviest official 24-hour rain reported was 1.68 
inches at Florence AP on November 22.  The state average rainfall for the period was 0.9 inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth soil temperature:  Columbia 60 degrees, Charleston 63 degrees.  
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were near to above normal.  Ocean water temperatures at nearby Fort 
Pulaski, GA, were reported at 65 degrees and at Ocean Crest Pier, NC, 62 degrees. 
 

Precipitation 

Location Total 
for Week 

Total 
for 2009 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Anderson 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

0.98 
1.38 
1.02 
0.83 
0.65 
0.95 
1.71 
0.94 
0.43 
0.74

44.05 
46.57 
45.48 
38.93 
40.74 
41.55 
35.21 
36.55 
45.80 
50.40

-1.4 
4.8 
1.4 

-5.2 
1.3 
0.8 

-5.4 
-4.9 
-1.8 
4.3 

  Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
 
  For USDA/NASS interest: Continuing weekly weather summaries through the winter   
can be accessed at:  http://www.dnr.sc.gov/climate/sco/  under “Quick Links”   
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