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GENERAL 
 
Most of South Carolina received varying amounts of rain this past Friday, providing some of the wettest conditions of the year in the 
state.  Fieldwork progress slowed or stopped due to wet fields, and in some areas is likely to be delayed until fields dry. The state’s 
soil moisture ratings were 4% very short, 23% short, 50% adequate, and 23% surplus.  There was an average of 5.3 days that were 
suitable for field work. 
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
COTTON harvest and ginning were well underway with very good yields reported.  Conditions were 5% very poor, 12% poor, 39% 
fair, 40% good, and 4% excellent.  PEANUT harvest continued at a good pace until the rains came Friday morning. Some farmers 
expressed concern that the crop may be damaged from sitting on top of wet soil for two weeks. The crop condition was 3% poor, 21% 
fair, 68% good, and 8% excellent. Most of the SORGHUM has been harvested, but remained behind average for this time of the 
season.  SOYBEAN harvest was in full swing this week. Some farmers reported that early soybeans were yielding well with a good 
outlook for the later beans. A killing frost would help soybeans yet to be harvested. Conditions were 9% very poor, 18% poor, 30% 
fair, 36% good, and 7% excellent.  SWEET POTATOES were progressing on schedule. Conditions were 10% poor, 65% fair, and 
25% good.  TOBACCO stalk destruction was completed.   
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

LIVESTOCK conditions continued to improve somewhat. Conditions were 5% poor, 46% fair, 46% good, and 3% excellent. 
PASTURE conditions continued to improve as well.  Conditions were 3% very poor, 16% poor, 42% fair, 37% good and 2% 
excellent.  APPLES were 90% harvested.  WINTER GRAZING conditions were 51% fair and 49% good. 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending October 26, 2008 
Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Apples, Harvested 
Cotton, Bolls Opened 
Cotton, Harvested 
Oats, Planted 
Oats, Emerged 
Peanuts, Harvested 
Sorghum, Matured 
Sorghum, Harvested 
Soybeans, Leaves Dropped 

90 
98 
33 
44 
17 
76 
98 
75 
51 

89 
100 
54 
24 

7 
80 

100 
88 
54

92 
95 
41 
36 
22 
74 
99 
85 
58

Soybeans, Mature 
Soybeans, Harvested 
Sweet Potatoes, Harvested 
Tobacco, Stalks Destroyed 
Winter Grazings, Planted 
Winter Grazings, Emerged 
Winter Wheat, Planted 
Winter Wheat, Emerged 

27 
8 

75 
100 
65 
38 
18 
10 

  

22 
8 

76 
98 
48 
19 
14 

5 
 

34 
11 
75 
99 
63 
41 
29 
19 

 
 
 

Condition for Week Ending October 26, 2008 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Cotton 
Livestock 
Pasture 
Peanuts 

5 
0 
3 
0 

12 
5 

16 
3 

39 
46 
42 
21 

40 
46 
37 
68

4 
3 
2 
8

Soybeans 
Sweet Potatoes 
Winter Grazings 

9 
0 
0 

 

18 
10 

0 
  

30 
65 
51 

  

36 
25 
49 

 

7 
0 
0 
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending October 26, 2008 
 
Patchy frost was observed across the Upstate and Midlands Monday morning as minimum temperatures fell to their 
coldest of the early fall season.  Temperatures on Tuesday afternoon quickly rebounded into the 70’s ahead of another 
boundary of cooler air.  At 11 a.m. Thursday, Rock Hill AP recorded a barometric pressure value of 30.56 inches of 
mercury. A storm feature approached from the Florida panhandle on Friday bringing flooding rains and damaging, high 
winds.  The Lake Murray Flotilla Island wind sensor measured a wind gust of 56 mph at 5:50 p.m.  Trees were toppled 
within Lexington and Newberry counties. Widespread flooding was reported over Charleston, Dorchester, Berkeley, and 
Beaufort counties from localized rainfall amounts of between five and nine inches. The Charleston AP established a 24-
hour October rainfall record of 6.57 inches. Slow clearing from the west occurred on Saturday.  A full day of drying 
sunshine returned for Sunday with afternoon temperatures warming to near 70 degrees. The state average temperature for 
the period was five degrees below normal. 
       
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 78 degrees at Orangeburg on October 21.  The lowest official 
temperature reported was 29 degrees at Cheraw on the morning of October 20.  The heaviest official 24-hour rainfall 
reported was 9.50 inches at McClellanville ending at 7:00 a.m. on October 25. The state average rainfall for the period 
was 2.1 inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth average soil temperature:  Columbia 65 degrees. 
 
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were near to below normal.  Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid 
Pier Myrtle Beach were reported at 70 degrees. 
 
 

Precipitation 

Location Weekly 
Total 

Jan 1 
Total 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

0.39 
1.51 
2.92 
0.20 
1.41 
1.03 
2.46 
6.57 
3.61

31.45 
35.87 
37.38 
36.24 
32.46 
44.71 
43.96 
44.70 
41.05

-10.5 
-5.7 
-4.2 
-0.2 
-5.8 
6.5 
5.1 

-0.5 
-2.9 

 Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
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