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GENERAL

Much of South Carolina received heavy showers from storms late in the week. Rainfall was over an inch in most areas with a
majority of the central portion of the state getting two or more inches. Precipitation was lighter in counties in the Upstate bordering
western North Carolina, and right along the coastline. The wet conditions put planting and crop combining on hold for a few days.
The state’s soil moisture ratings improved from all the rainfall to 4% very short, 23% short, 60% adequate, and 13% surplus. Only 5.0
days were considered suitable for field work during the week.

FIELD CROPS

There was a lot of COTTON harvested early in the week before the rains came. Conditions were 3% very poor, 9% poor, 46% fair,
35% good, and 7% excellent. OATS were still being reported in mostly good condition. PEANUTS were nearly all harvested. The
SORGHUM crop was also mostly out of the field. Producers were also working hard combining SOYBEANS, but will have to wait
before returning to the fields due the wet ground. Conditions were 11% very poor, 15% poor, 28% fair, 34% good, and 10%
excellent. SWEET POTATO harvest was completed during the week. Farmers were so busy harvesting early in the week that they
were not able to plant as much WINTER WHEAT as they had hoped by the time the rains came. Conditions were 1% poor, 26%
fair, 72% good, and 1% excellent.

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
LIVESTOCK conditions were 1% very poor, 3% poor, 44% fair, 49% good, and 3% excellent. PASTURE conditions were looking

somewhat better from the rain and were 3% very poor, 11% poor, 49% fair, 36% good, and 1% excellent. APPLE harvest has come
to and end for this year. WINTER GRAZINGS conditions improved and were still being reported in mostly good condition.

Crop Progress for Week Ending November 16, 2008

Crop and Stage 2008 2007 |5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2008 2007 |5-Yr Avg
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent

Apples, Harvested 100 99 99 | Soybeans, Mature 86 83 86
Cotton, Harvested 73 88 71 | Soybeans, Harvested 35 37 46
Oats, Planted 69 54 68 | Sweet Potatoes, Harvested 100 96 100
Oats, Emerged 52 27 51 | Winter Grazings, Planted 89 68 84
Peanuts, Harvested 98 100 99 | Winter Grazings, Emerged 73 37 66
Sorghum, Harvested 95 98 98 | Winter Wheat, Planted 32 32 44
Soybeans, Leaves Dropped 98 97 96 | Winter Wheat, Emerged 21 14 32

Condition for Week Ending November 16, 2008

Crop Very Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent Crop Very Poor | Fair | Good | Excellent
Poor Poor
Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent Percent Percent | Percent | Percent | Percent Percent
Cotton 3 9 46 35 7 | Soybeans 11 15 30 34 10
Livestock 1 3 44 49 3 | Winter Grazings 0 4 33 61 2
Oats 0 3 32 64 1 | Winter Wheat 0 1 26 72 1
Pasture 3 11 49 36 1
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending November 16, 2008

On Monday morning, locations within central South Carolina observed patchy frost and near freezing temperatures. A
warm front slowly moved north during mid-week with the axis of warmest temperatures along the coastal counties.
Scattered rains started falling Wednesday. The increasingly unstable airmass set the stage for thunderstorms Thursday
and isolated heavy downpours. A southeastward-moving boundary of colder air collided with the moist, warm air on
Friday evening producing episodes of violent weather. At 10:50 p.m., an EF 1 tornado raced through Calhoun County
near Lonestar, and shortly after midnight at 12:55 a.m., an EF 2 tornado caused moderate property damage in Dillon
County. Clearing skies began from the west early Saturday with lingering showers slowly exiting the easternmost
counties late in the day. Winds associated with the cold front’s passage gusted to 40 mph at Florence AP and were
responsible for accelerated leaf drop all across the state. The week ended with a full day of drying sunshine and afternoon
high temperatures in the 50’s. The state average temperature for the period was four degrees below normal.

The highest official temperature reported was 81 degrees at Beaufort MCAS and Pritchardville on November 13. The
lowest official temperature reported was 26 degrees at Lake Bowen and Pelion on the morning of November 10. The
heaviest official 24-hour rainfall reported was 3.54 inches at Dillon ending at 7:00 a.m. on November 15. The state
average rainfall for the period was 2.2 inches.

SOIL: 4-inch depth average soil temperature: Columbia 61 degrees.

RIVERS AND SURF: South Carolina river stages were near to below normal. Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid
Pier Myrtle Beach were reported at 64 degrees.

Precipitation
Location Weekly Jan 1 Deviation
Total Total from Average
Greer 0.60 32.13 -12.5
Columbia 2.19 38.09 -5.4
Orangeburg 2.26 39.71 -3.8
Charlotte, NC 0.98 37.35 -1.5
Augusta, GA 3.88 36.54 -3.7
Florence 2.16 47.17 7.1
N Myrtle Beach 2.03 46.44 5.6
Charleston 0.16 45.15 -1.9
Savannah, GA 3.46 44 .53 -1.1

Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday.
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