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This is the final South Carolina Weekly Weather and Crop Progress Report for 2008.  The USDA-NASS South Carolina Field Office 
would like to thank all of those with the Clemson Cooperative Extension Service, South Carolina DNR State Climatology Office, and 
USDA Farm Service Agency who were responsible for contributing towards the completion of the report each week. 
 

GENERAL 
 
Nearly all of South Carolina had an inch or more of rainfall during the week, with most of the state receiving two or more inches of 
precipitation later in the week.  Planting and harvesting activities were in high gear early in the week, as farmers took advantage of the 
fair weather prior to forecasted weekend showers.  The state’s soil moisture ratings improved to 3% very short, 21% short, 56% 
adequate, and 20% surplus.  There was a statewide average of 5.2 days that were suitable for field work during the week.   
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
COTTON harvest continued, as more producers finished picking their crop.  OAT conditions improved with all the moisture.  Nearly 
two-thirds of the crop was reported in good condition.  SORGHUM harvest has been completed.  Fair weather for much of the week 
allowed SOYBEAN harvest to continue at a fast pace.  Conditions were 11% very poor, 16% poor, 36% fair, 30% good, and 7% 
excellent.  WINTER WHEAT planting should speed up after receiving the rainfall over the weekend.  No insect or disease damage 
has been reported with the small grains.  Conditions were 1% very poor, 9% poor, 31% fair, 57% good, and 2% excellent. 
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

LIVESTOCK conditions were 1% very poor, 4% poor, 43% fair, 50% good, and 2% excellent.  PASTURE conditions were little 
changed from the prior week remaining in mostly fair condition.  WINTER GRAZING conditions improved from all the rain, and 
should see increased growth.  Conditions were reported at 1% poor, 36% fair, 62% good, and 1% excellent. 
 
 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending November 30, 2008 
Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2008 2007 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Cotton, Harvested 
Oats, Planted 
Oats, Emerged 
Sorghum, Harvested 
Soybeans, Mature 

90 
90 
77 

100 
98 

98 
74 
49 

100 
97

87 
86 
69 

100 
98

Soybeans, Harvested 
Winter Grazings, Planted 
Winter Grazings, Emerged 
Winter Wheat, Planted 
Winter Wheat, Emerged 

70 
97 
90 
61 
44 

61 
76 
57 
50 
19

67 
92 
82 
61 
43

 
 

Condition for Week Ending November 30, 2008 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Livestock 
Oats 
Pasture 

1 
0 
3 

4 
4 

14 

43 
30 
55 

50 
65 
27

2 
1 
1

Soybeans 
Winter Grazings 
Winter Wheat 

11 
0 
1

16 
1 
9 

36 
36 
31 

30 
62 
57

7 
1 
2
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending November 30, 2008 
 
Light showers were reported Monday night and were followed Tuesday by clear weather and west winds gusting to 33 
mph at both Columbia and Orangeburg. A hard freeze was observed on Wednesday morning for all but the southern 
coastal counties. A mild and mostly sunny Thanksgiving Thursday started the holidays.  Afternoon temperatures on 
Friday climbed to near 70 degrees throughout central South Carolina. During the evening hours, a nearly stationary west 
to east boundary became the path for areas of passing low pressure and soaking rains.  On Saturday, steady rains fell from 
the Piedmont to the coast.  The heaviest amounts came overnight into Sunday with several locations measuring over two 
inches. Barnwell received an event total of 3.32 inches from Friday through Sunday.  Standing water was the result of 
saturated soils.  Shaw AFB in Sumter County recorded a minimum barometric pressure value of 29.35 inches at 3:55 p.m. 
on Sunday afternoon just before conditions began improving. At November’s end, Pelion had received 7.48 inches of rain 
while Hunts Bridge, located in Greenville County, only received 1.49 inches. The state average temperature for the period 
was four degrees below normal. 
       
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 74 degrees at Cades on November 28.  The lowest official temperature 
reported was 12 degrees at Cheraw on the morning of November 26. The heaviest 24-hour rainfall reported was 2.54 
inches at Springfield and Pelion ending at 7:00 a.m. on November 30.  The state average rainfall for the period was 2.2 
inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth average soil temperature:  Columbia 55 degrees. 
 
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were near to below normal.  Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid 
Pier Myrtle Beach were reported at 59 degrees. 
 
 

Precipitation 

Location Weekly 
Total 

Jan 1 
Total 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

1.88 
2.79 
2.71 
1.64 
3.16 
1.95 
1.63 
1.82 
2.21

34.01 
40.88 
42.42 
38.99 
39.70 
49.12 
48.07 
46.97 
46.74

-12.4 
-4.0 
-2.5 
-1.3 
-1.7 
7.8 
5.8 

-1.3 
0.0 

 Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
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