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GENERAL 
 
South Carolina received even more rain this week than the last.  Rainfall was concentrated on the other side of the state with many 
Low Country areas measuring three or more inches of precipitation.  Wet weather, and a fair amount of windy days limited land 
preparation, planting, and pesticide application.  The state’s soil moisture ratings were reported at 6% short, 58% adequate, and 36% 
surplus.  There was only an average of 3.9 days that were suitable for field work.   
 

FIELD CROPS 
 
CORN planting continued when possible.  There were more than a few farmers that have yet to begin because of wet fields.  OATS 
were little changed from last week remaining in mostly good condition.  TOBACCO plants were just beginning to be set in the fields.  
The WINTER WHEAT crop was beginning to head.  Conditions were 2% poor, 25% fair, and 68% good. 
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

LIVESTOCK conditions improved to 1% very poor, 2% poor, 27% fair, 67% good, and 3% excellent.  Excellent rainfall coupled 
with mild days were helping PASTURES to green up and grow.  VEGETABLE planting slowed with most crops being reported in 
fair condition.  Fruit growers are anxious about forecasted lows affecting APPLES and PEACHES this week.  Conditions were 
reported at 25% fair, and 75 good for Apples, and 16% fair, and 84% good for Peaches. 
 
 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending April 5, 2009 
Crop and Stage 2009 2008 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2009 2008 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Cantaloupes, Planted 
Corn, Planted 
Corn, Emerged 
Cucumbers, Fresh, Planted 
Oats, Headed 

21 
39 
13 
10 
17 

15 
43 
19 
25 
23

29 
45 
22 
29 
15

Snapbeans, Fresh, Planted 
Tobacco, Transplanted 
Tomatoes, Fresh, Planted 
Watermelons, Planted 
Winter Wheat, Headed 

27 
4 

41 
31 

4 

26 
13 
37 
34 

9

33 
10 
43 
36 

7
 
 

Condition for Week Ending April 5, 2009 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Apples 
Cantaloupes 
Corn 
Cucumbers 
Livestock 
Oats 

0 
4 
0 
0 
1 
1 

0 
9 
2 
0 
2 
1 

25 
67 
32 
68 
27 
27 

75 
20 
66 
32 
67 
68

0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
3

Pasture 
Peaches 
Snapbeans 
Tomatoes 
Watermelons 
Winter Wheat 

0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0

4 
0 
0 
0 
5 
2 

46 
16 
70 
50 
67 
25 

49 
84 
30 
50 
24 
68

1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
5
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending April 5, 2009 
 
There were public reports of frost within the Upstate on Monday morning as temperatures fell into the lower 30’s.  
Monday afternoon temperatures recovered quickly and rose into the 70’s.  Table Rock finished the month of March with 
8.66 inches of rain. Clouds entered the state mid-week with a parade of wet weather makers lined up from west to east.  
Light rains fell late Tuesday along the coast before becoming widespread on Wednesday and continuing into Friday 
morning. Heavy rains on Thursday caused temporary disruptions to travel on the Charleston peninsula.  Edisto Beach 
measured a three-day rainfall event total of 5.30 inches. Sunny skies followed the stretch of soaking rains on Friday.  
Strong winds on Saturday gusted to 39 mph from the southwest at the N Myrtle Beach AP. High temperatures over the 
weekend climbed to near 80 degrees.   The state average temperature for the period was one degree above normal. 
       
 
      The highest official temperature reported was 83 degrees at Mullins on April 5. The lowest official temperature 
reported was 29 degrees at the Walhalla Fish Hatchery (Jocassee) on March 30. The heaviest 24-hour rainfall reported 
was 3.57 inches at the Charleston AP on April 2.  The state average rainfall for the period was 1.7 inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth average soil temperature:  Columbia 64 degrees. 
 
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were near normal.  Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid Pier 
Myrtle Beach were reported at 60 degrees. 
 
 

Precipitation 

Location Weekly 
Total 

Jan 1 
Total 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

0.90 
0.55 
1.34 
0.31 
2.62 
0.49 
0.91 
3.93 
5.67

13.78 
8.03 
9.76 

10.44 
11.68 
7.33 
7.85 
9.26 

11.79

-0.9 
-5.7 
-4.0 
-2.1 
-2.1 
-4.3 
-3.6 
-2.4 
0.7 

 Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday. 
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