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 GENERAL 

 
Much of South Carolina saw warm and sunny conditions for most of the week. The end of the week provided much needed 
precipitation over some of the state. Some farmers with non-irrigated crops or pastures reported still needing adequate precipitation. 
The warm daytime temperatures allowed for numerous crops to excel rapidly, however dry soils hampered some field work. South 
Carolina’s soil moisture levels improved for the most part depending on location and were reported as 9% very short, 27% short, 63% 
adequate and 1% surplus. There was a statewide average of 6.2 days suitable for field work. 
  

FIELD CROPS 
 

CORN planting is close to wrapping up its progression with 97% of corn reportedly planted. Eighty-six percent of the 2010 corn crop 
had emerged, continuing to advance ahead of the five year average. Corn conditions were reportedly 2% poor, 26% fair, 70% good, 
and 2% excellent. TOBACCO transplants continued to be set in fields with 92% reportedly transplanted, again ahead of the five year 
average. Many COTTON growers are still waiting for soil moisture to improve however 4% were planted. WINTER WHEAT 
soared to 65% headed, catching up to historical numbers. Conditions were 9% poor, 49% fair, 40% good, and 2% excellent. OATS 
more than doubled at 66% headed and was reportedly 7% poor, 49% fair, 43% good, and 1% excellent. Thirty-three percent of 
GRAIN HAY was harvested and condition was 4% poor, 37% fair, 56% good, and 3% excellent.   
 

OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

LIVESTOCK conditions were reported 18% fair, 80% good, and 2% excellent. PASTURE conditions fell slightly and were 
reportedly 1% very poor, 5% poor, 34% fair, 59% good, and 1% excellent. Eighty-nine percent of TOMATOES had been planted. 
Tomato conditions were reportedly 17% fair, and 83% good. CUCUMBERS more than doubled at 83% planted exceeding the 
previous year and five year average. SNAPBEANS jumped to 68% planted, matching the previous year average. CANTALOUPS 
planted gained 17% from last week at 87%. Conditions were 40% fair and 60% good. WATERMELON plantings topped the 5 year 
average at 86% planted. Conditions were 37% fair and 63% good. PEACH conditions improved reported at 11% fair, 83% good, and 
6% excellent. 
 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending April 25, 2010 
Crop and Stage 2010 2009 5-Yr Avg Crop and Stage 2010 2009 5-Yr Avg

 Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent 

Cantaloup, Planted 
Corn, Planted 
Corn, Emerged 
Cotton, Planted 
Cucumbers, Fresh, Planted 
Hay, Grain Hay, Harvested 
Oats, Headed 

87 
97 
86 

4 
83 
33 
66 

65 
85 
56 

6 
63 
22 
67

74 
90 
69 

6 
75 
24 
74

Peanuts, Planted 
Snapbeans, Fresh, Planted 
Tobacco, Transplanted 
Tomatoes, Fresh, Planted 
Watermelons, Planted 
Winter Wheat, Headed 

2 
68 
92 
89 
86 
65 

 

0 
68 
66 
91 
79 
63 

4 
73 
68 
91 
81 
67 

 
Condition for Week Ending April 25, 2010 

Crop Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent Crop Very 

Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent  Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Cantaloup 
Corn 
Hay 
Livestock 
Oats 
Pasture 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 

0 
2 
4 
0 
7 
5 

40 
26 
37 
18 
49 
34 

60 
70 
56 
80 
43 
59

0 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1

Peaches 
Snapbeans 
Tobacco 
Tomatoes 
Watermelons 
Winter Wheat 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0

0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
9 

11 
24 
17 
17 
37 
49 

83 
75 
74 
83 
63 
40

6 
0 
9 
0 
0 
2
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South Carolina Weekly Weather Summary for the Week Ending April 25, 2010 
 
       Cold weather started the week with many inland sites reporting sunrise temperatures in the lower 40’s. The state’s 
highest afternoon temperatures were recorded at Camden and Johnston at just 75 degrees under overcast skies. Light rain 
drifted across the state Tuesday before exiting near Myrtle Beach on Wednesday.  Amounts were generally less than one–
quarter of an inch. Mostly sunny weather was observed on Thursday and by Friday afternoon temperatures had risen into 
the middle 80’s. Pre-frontal rains formed on Saturday morning over the Midlands before heavy rains developed across the 
Upstate. By Sunday morning, Long Creek had measured 3.94 inches. Areas of rain fell Saturday night for points eastward 
to the coast. On Sunday evening at around 7:40 p.m., an isolated storm cell produced a lengthy tornado over Darlington 
County that caused moderate damage to public and personal property. Loris received and additional 0.47 inches of rain 
before more stable conditions arrived. The state average temperature for the seven day period was one degree above 
normal. 
       
       The highest official temperature reported was 90 degrees at Johnston and Bamberg on April 23. The lowest official 
temperature reported was 35 degrees at Chesnee on April 19.  The heaviest 24-hour rainfall reported was 4.20 inches at 
Jocassee ending at 7:00 a.m. on April 25. The state average rainfall for the period was 0.8 inches. 
 
SOIL:  4-inch depth soil temperature:  Columbia 68 degrees, Charleston 70 degrees.  
RIVERS AND SURF:  South Carolina river stages were near to below normal. Ocean water temperatures at Springmaid 
Pier Myrtle Beach were reported at 68 degrees. 
 
 

Precipitation 

Location Total 
for Week 

Total 
for 2010 

Deviation 
from Average 

Greer 
Anderson 
Columbia 
Orangeburg 
Charlotte, NC 
Augusta, GA 
Florence 
N Myrtle Beach 
Charleston 
Savannah, GA 

1.61 
1.39 
0.42 
0.53 
0.78 
0.95 
0.68 
0.70 
0.23 
0.24

14.00 
13.73 
9.30 

11.53 
14.17 
12.16 
9.12 

10.30 
14.30 
13.65

-3.6 
-2.8 
-6.3 
-4.1 
-0.2 
-3.6 
-4.3 
-2.8 
0.8 
0.3 

  Weekly rainfall totals this period ending midnight Sunday.   
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