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SOUTH DAKOTA CROP PRODUCTION REPORT 
 

Sioux Falls, S.D. October 10, 2019 - Based on October 1 conditions, South Dakota's 2019 corn 

production is forecast at 604 million bushels, down 22 percent from last year's production, 

according to the USDA's National Agricultural Statistics Service. Area to be harvested for grain, 

at 3.92 million acres, is down 19 percent from a year ago. Yield is forecast at 154 bushels per 

acre, down 6 bushels from last year. 

 

Sorghum for grain is forecast at 14.9 million bushels, down 7 percent from last year. Area for 

harvest, at 180,000 acres, is down 10 percent from 2018. Yield is forecast at a record 83 bushels 

per acre, up 3 bushels from last year. 

 

Soybean production is a record forecast at 153 million bushels, down 39 percent from last year. 

Area for harvest, at 3.56 million acres, is 36 percent below 2018. Yield is forecast at 43 bushels 

per acre, down 2.0 bushels from last year.  

 

All sunflower production is forecast at 913 million pounds, down 6 percent from last year. 

Acreage for harvest, at 515,000 acres, is down 10,000 acres from 2018. Yield is forecast at  

1,773 pounds per acre, down 67 pounds per acre from a year ago. Of the acres for harvest, non-

oil sunflowers account for 45,000 acres and oil sunflowers account for 470,000 acres. 

 

Alfalfa hay production, at 4.86 million tons, is up 29 percent from last year. Area for harvest, at 

1.80 million acres, is up 3 percent from a year ago. Yield of 2.70 tons per acre, is up 0.55 ton 

from 2018. All other hay production, at 2.47 million tons, is up 22 percent from last year. Area 

for harvest, at 1.45 million acres, is down 3 percent from a year ago. Yield of 1.70 tons per acre, 

is up 0.35 ton from 2018.  

 

Special Note 

All forecasts in this report are based on conditions as of October 1, 2019 and assume normal 

weather for the remainder of the growing season. Data were not adjusted to account for any 

potential departures from normal between now and harvest.  

As is done every year in October, planted and harvested acreage estimates were reviewed for 

corn, sorghum, soybeans, and sunflower and updated as needed based on all available data, 

including the latest certified acreage data from the Farm Service Agency (FSA). All States in the 

estimating program for these crops were subject to review and updating. 

Access the National publication for this release at:  

https://usda.library.cornell.edu/concern/publications/tm70mv177  

 

Access the National Crop Production Executive Briefing at:  

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Newsroom/Executive_Briefings/2019/10-10-2019.pdf  

http://www.nass.usda.gov/
mailto:erik.gerlach@usda.gov


NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and is committed to providing timely, 

accurate and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. 
 

We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at http://bit.ly/NASS_Subscriptions and look for the "NASS 

Data User Community." 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Stop 9410, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call toll-free at 
(866) 632-9992 (English) or (800) 877-8339 (TDD)or (866) 377-8642 (English Federal-relay) or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish Federal-relay). 

 

Find agricultural statistics for your county, State, and the Nation at www.nass.usda.gov 
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