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PRODUCERS GEARING UP FOR HARVEST SEASON 

 
Tennessee experienced mostly hot and dry weather with a few scattered storms and showers across the state. 

Dry conditions allowed producers to continue cutting hay, spraying for pests, and begin harvest on some field 

crops where possible Armyworms remain problematic, causing considerable damage in some hay fields. Cotton 

and corn crops are both maturing and quickly approaching harvest. Soybeans have begun dropping leaves and 

are inching towards maturity as well. Crops and pastures alike could sorely use a bit more rain to push towards 

the end of the growing season. As of August 15th, many southern counties remain in D0 abnormally dry to D1 

moderate drought status.  Statewide, there were 6.3 days suitable for field work last week. Topsoil moisture was 

14 percent very short, 36 percent short, 49 percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture was 18 

percent very short, 34 percent short, and 47 percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus. 
 
 
 
 

 
The USDA, NASS, Tennessee Field Office gratefully acknowledges invaluable contributions to this publication by: 

The University of Tennessee and Tennessee State University Extension. 
Weather and rainfall data have been discontinued. 

 

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION 

Item 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
2023 

5 
Year 
Avg. 

 Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent 

Corn – Silking 98 97 100 100 Corn 6 12 31 40 11 

Corn – Dough 88 82 94 91 Cotton 8 12 27 46 7 

Corn – Dented 64 49 66 59 Soybeans 4 13 29 42 12 

Corn – Mature 17 7 12 5 Tobacco 6 10 25 38 21 

Cotton – Setting Bolls 94 86 92 90 Pasture 8 21 38 31 2 

Cotton – Bolls Opening 8 4 7 4       

Soybeans – Blooming 95 90 93 93       

Soybeans – Setting Pods 82 75 81 77       

Soybeans – Dropping Leaves 5 - 1 1       

Tobacco – Topped 86 67 83 85       

Tobacco – Cut 9 - - -       

                                 


